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TO 



JOHxN GRIFFITH, Efq, 

Chief at Surat. 



SIR, 

^T^ H E 7noJl favorable oppori unify lean 

Jind, and the bejl method I can dt^.^ 

vife, of communicating to you a mark of 

my e/ieem, trifling indeed^ yet equally 

public and fincere^ is by dedicating to you 

I the following Work. Your name^ is the 

11 "Jiff, that fap ports me, under the preffure 

of my misfortunes, and encourages me to 

hope, for a continuation of your friend- 

Jhip : indeed the proofs you have already 

^iyen me of your regard are neither un^ 

frequent 
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frequent nor equivocal ; and fo great is 
thefenfe I entertain of them, that, when^ 
ever the remotenefs of countries^ or diffi- 
culty of correfpondence, hath at any time 
imprejfed me with an idea of the pojfibility 
of being one moment forgotten by you^ 1 
have been qffeSed and chagrined beyond 
txprejflon. 

This Book, Sir, is the fruit of my voy* 
ages — of my labours — of my misfortunes 
" — and, of my reflexion ; and, as it gives 
me an opportunity of tejlifying to you my 
friendjhipf and my gratitude — / prizes 
and value iU 

There is bejides afecond reafon, equaU 
ly forcible with the former, for dedicating 
to you, a work of this nature.— As the 
fubjeEls it treats of, are various, and may 
.not be altogether unimportant to the na-- 
tion,for which it was exprefsly written — 

and, 
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md, as among thefe fubjcElsi there ar6 

fopie, that have an immediate and par* 

ticular relation to its interests — I am 

willing to believe, that by approving my^ 

ftlf zealous Jor the profperity and welfard 

of a country whofe ojf'airs, you, in part ^ 

manage zvith Jo much prudence, credit^ 

and. honor ; I, in reality approve myfelf^ 

not altogether undeferving the friendjkip 

you have long Jince profejfedfor me. 

To make a dedication the panegyrick 
of the man to whom we dedicate oitfr la- 
boi's, is a cujlom very dtfervedlye xploded. 
-^IJhall fay nothing therefore of your 
conduEl, whiljl rcfdent at Bu/fbra ; 
where, by your prudence, jujlice, and he- 
nevolence,you acquired univerfal refpcEt, 
And the ejieem of all ; and, where your 
name is Jiill held in the highejl venera-^ 
tion :—And, indeed, what could I poffibly 
fay on that fuhje^ of which the xQorld is 

not 
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Hot alrmdy^ perfeBly Gfpprhed? Jkall I 
fay, that the end of aU ydur aBions^ zvas 
tike good of ike Company ? 1 hat your love^ 
qf your Country is unbounded P thcf are 
truths already well known. Much lefs, 
Jhult Iprefumeto mention, the many ami- 
oMe qualilieSi that adorn your private^ 
charaBer. 

The zeal to promote the true and folid 
interefis of your Country in general, and 
cfthe Corfipany in particular. — that zeal, 
which invariably aBu.ated and detervwt^ 
cd your conduct , on.all.occajions, firuck' 
me fo forcibly, that I havepfienwiflied 
Jince, the time might return zvhen a com- 
merce with Perjia might again be ejia- 
blijked, by the Englijh. You aie there, 
fa univerfally known and beloved that if 
the choice of an anibaffudor, or negociator 
fell on your perfouy your name alone, 
and your rcputc^tion, would be allfujici- 

€Ht 
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tvt to furmount every cbftack ; and t^ 
obtain advantages^ ^ f^T greater ma< 
ment, than can reafonably he- hoped for 

at this per iodi 

True, there are, no SharAbbas'^ in 
Perjiay whofe authority might proteS, your 
cqvimerce — uihofe friendjhip might pror 
mote, the progrefs — and whofe vigilance^ 
rnight. en/we the fafety, of it; on the. 
contrary^ from a curfory view of things^ 
one might be induced to conclude^ that not. 
even thejhadow of a government exijledy 
at prefentf in that country, and, confe- 
quently, that no fafety could be expeEled^. 
Neverthelefsy you mvjl be perfuaded, that' 
Ferfia cannot bcfaidj to be^ m ajlate of 
anarchy \ and that we may ajfertwith 
much truth, that a government does ac^ 
tually exijl\ — There' is no longer one rff- 
fpot, of unbounded, abfolute power- — biit 
there areManypettyiynints, among whom"^ 

9 
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a relative dependence, and affeEied recu 
procal amity y is obfervahle \ Jo thai ^ ex- 
cept when actually at war among theni^ 
felveSy the caravans of each power ^ may 
travel without the lenjl onolejlation, and 
with the utmost fafety.-^BeJides, a firm 
treaty once establifiied, between the En- 
glijh and the chief of Sciras, would of 
itf elf enable the former to found a fettle- 
ment on the Sea Coast ^ which would in a 
Jhort time, be reforted to, as the Empo^ 
rium of commerce in Ferfia. 

Formerly, whilst your trade with that 
cduntry continued, you were under the 
necejjity of keeping fliips of war in the 
gulph—you were fubje&; to the depreda- 
tions qfthePortuguefe, and the Venetians 
— you were befides threatened with the 
combinations of other commercial powers 
— hence . the necejjity of incurring enor- 
mous cxpenccs, mthout^ even the profpeEt 
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£f deriving a dvmitagesfogrtat^ . as^rm^iti:^ 
row reafonahly be expt^ed. — Y&iLkhtmx: 
too,' that the Per/tans emn€€ a propenfity,\ 
to - luxury :^ and' extra;v^g^nc€, as. giFtak: 
now, as formerly— and-wJien wdfcfy thak 
ihamas KouLi Chan, .ajhort time before 
his death, fent off all his trei fares from 
Perfia into Curdifian, to his daughter ^ 
the wife of Beg Giulamerk we do not 
mean to be underJloodfritVly—for imme- 
diately after the maffacre of that unltap^ 
py ufurper, the abundance (f gold and ' 
fiver throughout the Empire, was fur- 
prifng: — ^there is even voWy afvfficiency 
of money to pur chafe alt the merchandize 
'imported by foreign natians-r—and enough 
of natural produ&iions, to Be difpofedqf: 
and if the attempt of Mr. Hanway,^ to 
re-ejlablifi commerce with that country 
pl^oved abortive^ , it eertairdy is to be at- 
tributed to th tr(mt>ks which atthattink^: 
^>pr^Jfed and convulfed Perfia : — Befides^ 

the 
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thetragicaUndof Mr. Lllon^ wasacir- 
curnflanu fo recent , that the prejudice 
then imbibed againji the Englijh, coull 
not pojjibly have been effaced from thd 
minds of the Perjianss 

Pepper, Jugar, all kinds of f pices, in- 
digo, iron J lead, injhort every commodity 
from India, is now, as heretofore^ eUger- 
Ly bought up, and exorbitantly paid for ^ 
by the Perjians : they have fill abun- 
dance offlk manufaElures, and of that 
beautiful viool ofKarman, equal to that of 
Vigogne — Shagreen, goat^s hair, rofe wa- 
ter, medicinal roots, gums for dying ; in 
a word, numberlefs other articles in great 
abundance, which only require the hand 
of comrnerce to export them to other coun- 
tries. 

■ The Cdraciolean mountains, and ex^ 
i^nfive plains of Babylon^, render the ex- 

. ^ pence 
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pence of carriage for merchandize froiii 
Perjia, too heavy for thefe people — add to 
this, the great uncertainty of finding a 
ready mart at Mojful, or Bagdad, where 
there are no European fettUmcnts ; — * 
hence it happens, that they will prefer 
Jelling their merchandize at their own 
markets^ tho the profit be loo per cent. Ifs. 
You cannot but recoiled, that when the 
army of Kerimkari, rendered themfelves 
mafitrs of Baffora, commerce, in point of 
quantity, and quality, encreafed with a 
rapidity equally far prifing and infanta^ 
neous':—yet the caife of this progrefs^ 
if we confider maturely, will be obviousi 
-^In lieu of trading with the Otto- 
mans, a people they difiike^ xiihofe tyran- 
ny, xohofe extortion, and zuhofe injujlice,^ 
they dread, — ^the Petfians rdent direEtly ta 
Baffora, xjbhichfoo% and by confe(juence^ 
became the general mart.— Thefe tinted 

may yet return^ more efpeciaUy, as it is 

generally/ 
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generally ieli&ved, another atUwpt^isin^^ 

thided ta ieviade, which J ham no doubt 

-tMlttrwmahT^ ahd'hap^ 

j)ily than the lajl.'-^ln fuch a'cafe,Jhould 

the choite of a negociatbr fait on you, I 

0y, that there w'duld be every reafdnta 

iftdulge thh rnhjlf anguine expeSdtions of 

fuchnegocidtidn. 

Ihthemeari time, it ii with ffeculiar 
/ktisfaBion I call to mind the zeal with^ 
whithyduwerepleafedto change mey with 
fome commands, relative to the produce, 
and the commerce of Mafailla— /In^ if 
the zeal I have ffiewn in the execution- 
of fuoh commands\ and in giving you a, 
minute and- circunijlantial account of 
thefe points^ hatfp not equalled yours, per- 
mit me to affure you,- that it was, at 
lea/t, proportioned to my ability, and that 
it evenfurpaJled -what might reafonablyy 
Jfave been expected from the critical ftua^ 

tioi\ 
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tionlfawid myfi^in^ ufterthecijpiult 
.made, by ^^^ R^jah .of Baria on niy prp^^ 
perty, aiid the ajfaj^riation he c^dcfiyqrei 
act t^y to effecl again/i my lifcr^^Cru- 
Jhed by4}^forfdt^rJi^fif^ uy :;ALf"— » 
aiid^hy c^r /cries o/mi^<ir,ty,7ieSf mJdchpCiy 
fccuted^Tn^.tQ the ^^y- g^^ f^ 5arat— •.. 
when; ',^ lafi, il. arrived atEogint, f 
found niyfdf broke down by the ponieroiU^ 
(land oj TrktUvrickoly'-^ . the prad^iofis 
of Manilla had n^er^ became the object of 
Wy thoughts, xindcf':my' enquiries ^ h(id 
(iwt.the^ager dejtr^^ofaccomplijhing your 
commands, roufed in^frommy lethargy. --^ 
The idea.QfingrutiatmgmyfelJ.Jlillrnore 
chfelyinyouT good opiniori^-^and, of giving 
youfomcfatisfaBbry information, becdme 
my greatest dvnfoiat:ix)%under thi prejfure 
of misfortune^, "^ ' 

thad before given yotiindahitahle proofs 

of my attachment to, tUJingbJJi Govern- 

' : : ■ "•: mentt 
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ment, and to you ;—Ikad received from 
that nation, and from you, marks ofejleem^ 
and of magnanimity .'--^indeed, everjinct 
that period, I had but one end in view—, 
it was, to encrcafe this reciprocal at- 
tachment and amity.— /4i to what con- 
cerns the bulk of the nation, thd laddrefs 
to them my good wifhes, they can nei- 
ther di/lirtguijh, nor advert to the labors 
of an individual without power, and with- 
out importance. In the multiplicity of 
more important aff air i, which engrojs 
their attention, 'tis with difficulty they 
can attend to lefs confequential concerns. 
As for me, whofe only wifh i^ your appro- 
bation, and the continuation of your ef- 
teem, 1 humbly folicit your countenance 
and fapport, to the work I have the honor 
to dedicate to you, a$ a true andfnccre 
teftimony of the refpeEl, regard, andgra^ 
titude, I bear you. 

I am, &^c. 

ELIASHABESCIv 
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INTRODUCTION. 



WHENEVER the government 
and manners of a people^ are 
corrupt, it may be aflertecjj 
and can cafily be proved, that it is de* 
ficient in ftrength and a6livity, aridttiuft 
ncccflarily be liable to dellruftioh, firoiit 
various circumftances. Whenever cor- 
ruption difplays itfetf, either the ftroiig- 
eft, or the neareft neighbours, if ^thjcy 
chufe it, avail themfclves of the con- 
fequcnces ; by leiizing the country eh* 
tircly ; or, by drawing from it, and Us In- 
habitants, the chief advantages which re* 
fult frpm the foil, the induftry of^the na-' 
tives, or their commerce whether aSlive 
or paffive ; at the fame time that they 
xt^p^Jfolitical a4vaniage. 
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This^affcjtiqn is not new, in any ofiti 
parts ;• d'ot only becaufe cvejry govern- 
ment, which has derived its origin froni 
one chain of circmnftances, ftiould meet 
( its termination from others; but like- 
vme'tpafitis ge'nerailiy appiietible to 

menV^V^ fn^niie«.^ 'B^^^ is not 

tomitwnly IcnoWnjas ithe exiftj^nce of a 
iituaticin lucli a,syrc^^yt defer Jbed, and 
ItlsTrf Teh'dcrmg li public, that' tTie 
novelty' cprififts : Afta'by prtfehtihg the 
fSis? Vetl an^ '^^filf ti^tailed, 'ahd pila- 
C^a^n K <^fety :^P viewsi that cbnfe- 
queiices can be'MWH'irdiri them ; and 
it 15 by teliiri^ '.afe';6pp6rtun?ty, that 

n>^!i^9^s, or mjftr^^^^ ^^T 

apbropfjatc to tiiemfeTvif s'tHe adVaiitagei 

\^hi^ ar§ placed witHm tlleir reacH. 
CKiffa ^'''now m'Mfq circnWftances 
^iSia/eiibleoneft'o Bretell itS-decay : 
Notrthat we caii'lay 'tKat the •'Gfiittefe 
•^•"^ Empire 
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Empire flwyhi be annihijatodrits-pofi- 
t;iQ« dot8j|ic«iperjnit t-jawk jafl^l its neigJir. 
boun ajpe; mlosC ; <lrea4f ^. >y -it ; djut ; .the 
governnacftt is cpcrup]t,:ite;9aanncr5;.^ne 
likewife ','fo.,'itt a ihuofe t gspater (iegr?!? 
thanformier-Iy. j Aostrcii^ f^Hiffs fUeXJ^ 

•If" 

ptibiiclaoti ^rfatcaifd*? is w@»i«p^/i; 
it tnuft -thca dci^ay oxtom op. h^Sj W^fW'Or 
.portioi/ta/thercorra^ja^ftpf it^ g!^^W^: 
ftient ;aiKi • ite^ - mannpjs-ii .tbek ,p|^ig^^ 
•b^ars c^nttsffibiaYail tli«m|iBiW.es-of tJt^i^- 

xio fo iprovided they JsL^ve;; the djcfixs, 
'.as weU-;as->jehe ability^ -Which is. the 
•nation th$dii^ can native itfclf the 
ftrongeft, in order to derive profit, 
and advantage from the Chinefe ? The 
^tiglifh. Wh^t are the^'ttdvantajges that 
^theymii^tcidbtain ? I will prcfeht ihem 
'to view in'thbcourfedhhis w^ - ; 

But 
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Mjut likewifc of the adjacent Vflattd^; of 
Cochin China, and of a part of Peguc. 
Were 1 profefs that I Ihaill com'mum- 
catc tfothe nation nothing, Iptut- what I 
have miyfelf obferved on t^*i^ fpot, or 
very near, and I will extend my re- 
mark's to the poIhiGal fituStiprn,- tb the 
comnierce of th'eday, and thfe pi^dbabi-' 
lity of being able to eftabUih another 
more lucrative^ Trad«, W4th: all thofe 
kingdoms Natwral hiftory, andmytho-' 
Iogy> fhallhavie- their plac?es- alfo, as far 
as myacquir^^kri^wl&dge, has enabled" 
meao<exterid my' 'r^feafclii&&i 

. . J Ihould think my work more im per- 
ia£i than it is, if I did not include the 
Peninfula of India, which I have pafled 
through, nearly to the gates of Labor; 
?knd notwithftanding that it is more gc- 
nerallv known, than the oUj^r countries 
above mcmione4,. perhaps the English 
^ ' ' ' will 
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^ill not be ddended that I place in their 
viet^i every thing that I haVc fceh and 
obferved there^ and which has been the 
fefdlt of iriy reflexions in cottfequence. 

To Tthdidt the prfetufal of this work 
Ufs tirefdme, I have infcrted fcveral 
anecdotes in it. Which will afford plea- 
fure as well as inftruflion 2 And to give 
more authenticity to my affcrtions, I 
(hall cite the namts^ of the publid 
perfonages, with whom 1 have been 
in interchange of kindneffes, duringr 
the courfe of my travels ; which will 
ferve at the fame time, to make their 
qualities^ and talents known to the whole 
toatibtt, and will afibrd roe ai\ opportu- 
nity of fhewing my gratitude to thofe 
who havcf obliged me, by their politc- 
ilefs, andaiflftance; 

Without doubt it will not be ttecell 

fary 



Viii INTRODUCTION. 

lary to fpcak in this work, of the laft 
Military eftablifhments of the Compa- 
txy on the banks of the Ganges, as far 
as Anopfheer, confidering that what- 
ever relates to them, is very well known 
fey every individual wht> inhabits the 
Peninfula, of Hindooftan. However 
1 have permitted myfelf to fpeak of 
them even diffufely, on account of its 
appearing to me, that the refleflions I 
have made on them might not be 
tifelcfs. Befides Ihould that not be 
the cafe, I (hpuld have nothing to re- 
proach my felf with : On thfe contrary 
I {hall be well fatisfied in having endea- 
voured to fhew my good intention^ 
Guzerat and the neighbouring proving 
ces, (even Mallua) are certainly coun. 
tries well known to the Englifh. Yet 
that is not the Power which draws the 
xnoft confiderable profits from them^ 
it is the individuals of another nation^ 

who 
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who (contrary to the purpart of an artu 
^Ic which the Company has inferted ii^ 
the conventions agreed to, at the time 
of the ceffion of the Guzurat, and 
when they gave Baroach to Scindea,) 
<icrive the greateft advantages fron\ 
them. I have never feen thefe articles ; 
but a perfon worthy of credit has af- 
fured me, that there exifted one in the 
conventions, by which, every other Eun 
ropean nation, wa.s prohibited from ef- 
tablifhing itfelf, and trading in the in* 
terior of thofe countries. As I was 
jkindly: coratmiffioned by the Chief of 
Sural ta communicate to, him, every 
matter relative to thofe countries, and 
the Englifh,, I have tteen particularly 
attentive to gain inftru6lion on the fpot, 
9.nd have not failed tq fulfil my duty 
on my arrival at Eogine, after having 
pafled through, and vifitcd the plains 
ftf Mallua; in giving h\m by means of 

C^^vera^t 
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fcveral letters, the detail pf the things 
he wifticd to know, in all their circum- 
llanccs, and I prefcntthemto the public 
in the courfe of this wc>rk, in the fame 
inanner a$ I have to the Chief of Su rat. 

The noap 9? Major Reijncl, was the 
only one that I had with mc in my 
journey through \h^ Pcpinfula, which 
has ncceflarily cnabjed me to know and 
convince jpyfelf, that ^t is; not ypry ?x- 
jift in fome places. Xhlis ^ my f cpeat- 
cd obfcrvations have pot c^jiormoufly 
deceived me, I fhall plape fevc^al part^ 
pf thefc cpiintries-djffer^ntly, and more 
jufily, t|ian they have been laid dowi^. 
by that Geptlcijnan. In fipe, I have, 
thought that it would neither be tedi- 
ou$ nor ufplefs^ to make Icnov^n more ir^ 
detail the quality of foils, the moun- 
tains, rivers, plains, woo^s, dpferts, in- 
Jiat)itants,^ndfevepuesofthefecpvrntrie» 

mi 
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|itid their depeftdeneids^ and generally 
every thiftg whij:l> m}gk^ itjtcrtft th# 
i^nglifh l>at|qftf 

If thpf© objeB« fhould int^rcft tho 
Company and the whole natioiv, and 
I have the bappincfs of reprefenting 
them welli n%y task will be aGcoraplifhed^ 
the title of «»y work jult, and my wiChes 
gratified^ The delicacy of feveral Gen- 
tlemen whq h^ve fpen the Profpefiuff of 
thi$ work, has made me obferve that 
ihey dif^ppfoved of my announcing 
Biy intention of mentioning the public 
perfonages, whofc fociety I have cnjpy^ 
ed in the courfe of my travels* Not ta 
woiin4 that delicacy, I have felt the pro- 
priety of retrenching fomcthing on the 
fubjca. 1 hus 1 (hail fay only what is 
neceifary, and with expreffions fuffici- 
ently circumfpeft that I may not ap- 
pear tp be defiirous of flattering. I 

(hould 



xii INTRODUCTION. 

fliould feel much more difficulty were 
I to retrench the leaft matter on the fub- 
ju6l of the Rajah of Beria, who can ne- 
ver be proclaimed in the manner that 
his a6lions merit. He is an aflaffin in 
all the force of the expreffion, and the 
more prijuinal becaufe on a Throne. If 
the term oiajfojfiriy and the other fimi- 
Jar ones, which difhonour and difgrace 
him, fhould appear too harfh, i pro- 
mifc that I will not ufe them in the bo- 
dy of my work { But I defire the readers 
to find others who may mention his 
crimes in a manner prppprtioned to their 
magnitude. I (hall, >vhen I have it in my 
power, expofe his ^6lionsi, not only 
thofe he has performed againft me, but 
what are ordinary and familiar to him, 
and which he is in the daily habit of 
committing. 

As to what regards Shah Allum ancj 

hi^ 
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his whole family, every thing that I 
ftall fay cannot be extravagant; I 
fliould be happy in poffefling the elo- 
quence of Cicero^ that I might touch 
the hearts of Potentates, when I dif- 
play his fituation. This matter neccf- 
farily compels me to fpeak of feveral 
public perfonages, concerning whom 
it will be proper to fay fomething. But 
how can 1 be mute when they merit 
praife or blame ? If a writer has not 
the liberty of fpeaking the truth, and 
teprefenting it with energy and fimpli- 
city, he ought not write. 

Is that liberty to be afforded only V^. 
thofe who write of things long pafled? 
Where he does not degenerate into licen^ 
tioufnefs, and obferves the rules of 
good breeding, the author fliould ap- 
j)rehend nothing ; the more fo, as he 
writes in the midft of a nation, which 

boaftg 
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boafts of the enjoyment of fuch a tU 
berty, and who fhould love juftice, as 
well as truths and efteem thofe who 
fpcak it. 

Id this pcrfuafion I have not hcfitat^ 
cd a fingje inftant, to tell in this work, 
whciktever I believe true and juft ; and 
as 1 am p«f fuaded tha-t it might be of 
Ibme ufe and ftlFord fome amulement I 
have confecrated to the Englifli na- 
tion my troubles., fatigjueSj dangers, and 
even wowods ; together with my book, 
the fruit of my tnavds, of my refearch^ 
es, ?ind of nay obfervations ; as a teffi* 
many of the fentiments I chetifh to* 
wards it: And the hope that it will 
kindly accept and patronize it, is a 
comfort that I feel by anticipation. 
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OBJECTS INTERESTING 

TO THE 

ENGLISH NATION. 



THERE exifts n6t in Europe^ or clfc where, a 
power more adapted for the fea, more adtive^. 
ftronger, or more happily enterprifing, than that of 
Gnat Britain; the geographical form of which is 
fuch, that her moft diftant extremity from the fea« 
is not more, ^according to a computation efteemid 
cxa£l) than feventy miles : And, confcquently, her 
numerous maritime counties, render her fituaiion 
moft favorable to commerce* Fro.n this proceeds her 
fruitful fources of merchants and ieamen^ It my 
therefore, be rationally expe£^ed that fhe will be- 
come the firfl commercial pow.^r, and that h:r 
tfids and maritime ilrength wl encreafe, fincetha 
one depends upon the ether, or, rrt'ur, as tic/ aug- 
ment each other reciproca'ly. With proportionable 
care, Gnat Britain can nf:a':e W4r at lcf> cxpcncc, 

than 
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than any other power, aad may gain the moft, ex- 
pending the leaft. The extent and fertility of her 
lands, are the chief caufcs, why this nation has not 
been tempted to make conquefts on the continent 
of Europe I perhaps likewife, love of liberty and 
anxiety %o peaceably retain her Conftitution, are 
equally powerful reafons as the former. Her con- 
quefts out of Europe^ were, origmally, commercial 
acquifitions ; it was by chance, from unforefeen cir- 
cumftances, and events unexpeded by theEnglfh 
themfelves, that they became conquerors in Ame^ 
ricaj Africa^ and in jtria. 

Some have thought, that her conquefts might 
one day or other, undermine the grandeur, the pow- 
er, and even the liberty, of the mother country: 
For, in the end, and from fimilar caufes, powerful 
empires have been raifed in her bofom; private 
fbcieties are at the head of ihefe empires; the im- 
menfe profits arifing from them, are unequally di- 
vided amongft the individuals which compofe them, 
and who are refident at the capital. This wealth is 
an acquifition to the flate ; but the unjufl diftribution 
of it is complained of, a very fmall proportion of the 
nation enjoying the advantages of it, and the great- 
er part being excluded. Many coirjplaints urged 
againft thefe private and cxclufive focieties, 
grounded upon the ftrongeft rcafonipg, have not 

yet 
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yet Yucceeded in rendering commerce free, for every 
individLal of the country. The people have not yet 
been able to gusfe, by what right, and for what rea- 
fons, a private and excluiivc fociety, (hould have 
appropriated to themfelves, all Afia\ and a num- 
ber of individuals, cannot comprehend, wherein 
their liberty confifts, iince it is not permitted them 
to trade in thofe dominions, which belong to the 
nation at large — The inftance of the King of Great 
Britain^ originally of a family foreign to the coun- 
try ever which he reigns, poffeiSng on the continent 
of Europe confiderable demeines, proportionable, 
revenues, and a refpeAable army, has excited but 
very little dilTatisfad^ion in the Englljb nation, and 
even this could be only reafonably excited, on ac- 
count of the ready money which is very fre- 
quently fent into Germany ; buf they never — fcri- 
oufly imagined — that the Kingiwould undermine the 
liberty, or power, of Great Britain. 

The other inftance, of the United States of 
North America^ which have feparaied themfeJvefi 
from the mother country, proves at leaft io the 
Englijh^ that JJia might do as much ; and granting 
this, Great Britain^ far from fuffering in her pow- 
er, her riches, or her grandeur, i t would be pro- 
ductive of nothing but advantage to the individuals 
of the nation; thefe reckon, thuc fince the fepara- 

int9 
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tjon of America and the mother country, from the 
encouragement given to her children, population 
(the true niches of an adtive and commercial ftate) 
15 increafed and increafes fo much, that they are 
obliged to employ elfewhere their talents and their 
induftry; \i England carried too far thrs prohibition 
againft free trade, her children would complain hea- 
vily & would not bring back to their native country, 
the profits they draw from the Englljh Afiatlc State, 
with which there would always fubfift the ftridcft 
union. 

But, if this nation poflefled only her population, 
and improved ftate of agriculture, her extenfive 
commerce, and powerful navy, if (he had not fuch 
wife laws, and fo adlive and vigilant a Government, 
flie would not have the fuperiority over other countries, 
orhaving it, would be unable to retain it ; for thefe 
greatrces fcurces of advantage, her navy, commerce, 
iinance, liberty, piblic and private happinefs, not 
being managed \\ England^ as in other countries, 
by individual?, who, arbitrarily confult their 
Wn private interefts; and alfo, that the reprefen- 
tativcs of all the counties, and of every order, per- 
fonating the whole of the nation debate publicly, 
and by that means fiibmit themfelves to the know- 
ledge and obfsrvation of the people ; thefe could 
always eRablilh order if it was required; the 

ftrength 



THE ENGLISH NATION.l 5 

ftrcngtli and the refources of the ftatc arc laid 
open to all who wifli to be acquainted wrth them ; 
thus the 'EngUfh arc not afraid to appear what they 
arc, and generally they are fuch as they appear. 
Talents, fcience, probity, and virtue, appear/ng 
thus to the public eye, excite patriotifm, a ftnfe of 
honor, love of glory, and of riches, and emula- 
tion; th^rfe exift more in England than elfewhere; it is 
therefore abfolutely neceflary, that the Englljh 
fliould follow the btnt of their perfonal and natu- 
ral qualifications, adlively and unreftrained ; and 
fince it is impoflible to employ them all in Great 
Britain alone, they muft necefTarily exert them 
abroad. If it were poffible to deprive them of 
igotijm^ and that haughtinefs, which appear upon 
all occafions, they would be very near pcrfe6lion. 
A wide, rich, and fertile field, is open to their en- 
terprifc^, from which they might draw every advan- 
tage, of commerce, honor, and glory, without com- 
mitting the fmalleft injufiice; I fpeak at prefent of 
Chinay and the adjacent Iflands, and I fliall hereaf- 
ter mention the neighbouring kingdoms. 

The inhabitants of 6A/W were heretofore the mild- 
cfl, moft honed, aftive, happy, and perhaps, the 
wifefl of men ; and till the death of Chi-tfon^ focial 
virtue, formed the vaft mafs, and endlefs detail of 
their manners. 

NeVertheliss 
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Nevertheless, China being too large a king- 
dom to be quietly, and for any length of time, go- 
verned by one Emperor, as foon as its monarchs be- 
gan to let the people fee and feel their own timidity 
and when the people foimd, that their Emperors, no 
longer refted their authority on the love and attach- 
ment of thctr fubje(5s, to their perfons, and dignity, 
and, that confidence in their T^/r/^r guards, had re- 
placed thefc two qualities, from that moment the 
manners of the Ch inefe^ cGzkd to be mild, polifhed, 
and pure; and that which flrangers «c«; obferve, h 
ftjthing but cunning, crafi, haughtinefs, and bold- 
n«fs. 

An Obferver, when he firft enters Gi/W, li 
ftriick with what he fees, hears, is told and wifh- 
cd to believe. ** The Emperor is but the afFedionatle 
father of a numerous family ; his fubjeiis beloved 
children, his minifteris enlightened philofcJphers, 
who have a rightjand even are neceflitated,to inforrn, 
and correft their prince. The Worlhip of their 
Gods is grand. The cities, towns, dnd provinces 
are covered with their ftatucs, and their tem- 
ples. 

A SPECIES of equality is eftablifhed amongft 
them, and it is he more to be admired, the 
government, being defpotic — No other diftin£tion 
is acknowledged, but the perfonal one, of learning^ 
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or military talents : confequently, nothing is here 
hereditary — The children of the firft oflicers of the 
ftate, are, after the death of their father, confounded 
with the herdofthfc people, if they have not per-' 
fonal merit to fuppoit, or exalt them ; and the child 
of the mo.ft obfcurc father, rifes to the highcft degree 
of elevation, if he is verfed in fcience, or in the art 
of war. One would^ therefore, imagine, (this being 
the cafe) that all places of honor, of truft, 0/ juftice, 
all offices of finance, and for the mod part,|all 
thofe which approach the throne, and which are de* 
rived from it, muft be filled by enlightened, wiic, and 
juft men, in a word, Wy philofophcrs." 

But* let this obfcrver take the trouble to fee 
things lefs fuperficially, let him fcrutinize what he is 
told, and examine what he imagines he fees, let him 
dive into the country, and refled, and if be is not 
always engaged in buying aqd felling, he will readily 
difcQver, that the Jifultical^ and other accounts con- 
cerning Chtnay which are publicly known, fail ei- 
ther from defefl:, or excefs, and he will ftill more 
cafily perceive, that they arc greatly defeftive. 

Neverthelefs, it cannot be denied, that every na- 
tion has Jts peculiar character, as well as individuals' 
and ^Z>j/ charai^er is formed from every refemblance 

which 
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which nature and cuftom have placed between the 
inhabitants of the fame country, amidft the multiplied 
vaiiety which diftinguiflies them. The climate, 
fun, food, education, religion, and government, 
beyond a doubt, ftamp the minds of men, animals 
and plants, with diftindl and indelible marks ; thofc 
which are imprinted by the government, religion, 
and education, are certainly fufceptible of change, 
and alteration, but thofe, which — depend on cli- 
mate, are always the fame ; this is the reafon that 
the Chinefe have loft; one part of their original 
charadtcr, and prcferved, the other. 

Nations with which we are better acquaint- 
ed than the Chinefe^ furnifh another proof in 
fupport of this afTertion — confider attentively the 
Greeks and the Egyptians of the prefent day ; the 
ground of their former character, is ftill perceptible ; 
the fame fhallownefs of mind. The barbarous and 
ruinous government of the Ottomans has fervedbut 
to enervate one of thofe nations and to change theo- 
ther. In Ch'ma then, ftill more than in the other parts of 
lAfta^ are feen, that which is generally obvious, in all 
defpotic and arbitrary governments, with lefs modifi- 
cation; The Emperor is a tyrant, becaufe he tyran- 
nizes over bisflaves; the nobles of his court aud 
empire arc his immediate flavcs trembling them- 

fclves, 



THE ENGLISH NATION, 9 

fclvcs, they make others tremble ; cruel, and bar- 
barous, in their, authority ; bafe and perfidious in 
their dependence ; they purchafe, by their fervility to 
their prince, unbounded power over the fubjcfls, 
whom they trample upon (hamelefsly and tii ith impuo- 
nity: And laying hold of every opportunity, are 
always difpofed and ready, to fell the fubjefts to tht 
prince, or the prince to the fubjefls. Chiefs of 
the people, they revolt againft tyranny, aud their 
mcrcilefs oppreflbrs, but when they Aibmit, they 
fupport the heavy, urjuft, diflionorablc, and infam- 
ous yoke, without murmur, without mention, with- 
out complaint. 

It is indifputable that China is more than 700 
leagues, in length, and 500 in breadth; it is equally 
undoubted, that the hills and plains, are in the moft 
eligible condition; but it is alfo inconteflibk, that a 
great part of the lan^ is incapable of cultivation ; and 
if the a/W/dabourers did not take the greateft'care 
of their lands, they would not produce food for the 
inhabitants. Mean while, dearth makes frequent 
ravage?, and children are very often fold, or aban- 
doned by their fathers, for want of food— And 
not withftanding what is read in many relations, and 
what is generally afferted, that China alone con- 
tains more inhabitants than all Europe^ it is unfup- 
ported by fufficient proof; it was formerly faid, is 
flill faid, but it is not demonftrated. There are 
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at Peiiftf and at ^aiicheu likewife. Mandarins, who 
Were heretofore infituations to be able to afcertain, 
tiliiioil exaftly^ the population of all Chlna^ who 
frankly, declare, that in our books it is calculated 
nearly one half too much, father Cotton^ who 
has been in China thefe forty years, and who has 
gone over the beft part of that empire, fays the 
fame, and if it is allowable to calculate within a 
little the population of all Chiria by that of the capi«« 
til, ^ancheu^ and of fome other of ihe firft cities, 
one may venture to fay, that this vail: empire^ does 
not contain more than no millions. They gene- 
rally reckon at Pekin^ four million of inhabitants it 
is neverthelefs certain, that this capital contains 
biit two, perhaps rather Icfsj for according to a cal- 
iculatidn that the Emperor caiifed to be made m 
1784, the refult was, two million and 1,550, com- 
prehending the Chlnefe and Tartar cities; and 
father Cotton, and fome other perfons, equally 
Well informed upon that fubjeft, declared at the time 
that the account publifhed by the court, was fofne- 
'What exaggerated. In thc'city of ^artcheu, which 
is the capital of the province of ^uanttngy they 
reckon as commonly, as unjuftly, more than a 
million of inhabitants; neverthelefs there are not 
more than one million and 30,000 fouls, including:, 
the two cities, the Forty the river, and the garrilon 
of Maca$» 

It 
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It is, however, juft to obferve, that the Chinfje are 
fond of agriculture, and commerce, and have not 
that madnefs to run in crouds, to get employment 
in their capital cities, as is unhappily the cafe in 
Europe ; confequently, their villages, and the cities 
of the inferior orders, are not depopulated, as in 
other places. The numerous boats which crofs pn 
all fides, from one end of the empire to the other, 
contain withput doubt, a nucpber of ambulatory 
individuals, employed in commerce, or in carrying 
merchandize, who cannot be eafily comprehended 
in a genera], or local enumeration; and who may 
perhaps be counted twice, or more frequently, in 
different places ; allowing thofe confiderations, a mo- 
derate extent, the refult at the utmo(l, is 12 or 
1 J millions, which added to the firfl^ proves the 
entire population of China to be i20 millions, or 
near that number. The greateft cojicourfe of thefe 
voyagers and merchants is in the province of ^tt^«- 
tong*^ it is there that the ampleft afFortment of the 
produ<^ions of the earth, of the Chlnefe fabrics, 
and manufa£tures, are to be met with, and it is 
there, likewife, more than in any o^hc^, place, that 
foreign nations vie with each other, to barter their 
gold, their filver, and frequently the n.erchan- 
dize, of their rcfpedive countries, in exchange for 
the produclions of China. It is pretcy well known 
what i\i^ European nations, bring, and equally fo, 

wha 
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what they take back 5 perhaps thofe who are not ac^ 
quainted with thefe details, will be pleafed with fee- 
ing them here. I mention thofe alone which con- 
cern the EngViJh nation : For, as to the others. It 
would be merely a repetition of articles of the fame 
fort, excepting the Dutcky who trade confiderably in 
fpices. 

The Englijh nation exports annually to China 
more than 200,000 £. f!erlingin fpecie , 150,000 in 
cloths, and almoft 30,000 in hardware . The fettl?- 
ments in Bengal^ and on the Coajfj of Coromandcl^ 
and Malabar^ fend likewife, more than 100,006 
in bullion, and fomething more in India man- 
ufaftures. It is evident from this, that the Englijh 
trade to China is more pajjtve than aSlive ; and that 
t)ie greateft part of thofe- man'jfa6^ures, and India 
goods, ar?^ :nore lucrative to the Indians^ who furnifh 
the mn^ mis, and the manual labour, than the En^ 
glJJj, who are obliged to buy them for ready 
money. 

What the EngUfh take from China in re:u n 
is the produce of the country, of its manufaftories, 
and of the induftry of its inhabitants ; the moil part 
of which being carried to J?«^/^^.V, returns the pro-' 
prietor 150 per cent, or more ; but this profit is 
drawn frooi the natives at large 5 the flate gains 

ffOOI 
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from the duties of importation, and the feller gets 
the remainder; it is of courfe, from the nation that 
the one, and the other, draw their profits. From 
which may naturally be inferred, that the trade to Chi^ 
na is only profitable to the fmaller part oF the com- 
munity; but to put the tiade upon a footing ad- 
vantageous to the nation, it muft be more aSlive 
than paffive. By taking due notice, and proper 
meafures, this trade could be m.mopolized and ren- 
dered exclufive for the EngUJh alone ; and of courfe, 
the more confiderable the importations of Ch'tnefe 
commodities, the greater would be the fncreafe of 
the revenues of the ftate, as well as the profits of 
numberlefs individuals ; for then the EngH/h mar- 
kets (if England chofe, and I will venture to fay, 
it is a matter that merits attention,) would alone 
fupply all the European nations — Since all China 
merchandize confifts merely of articles of luxury, which 
people might very well do without, or fubflitute in 
their places others nearly fimilar. From this we 
muft except tea, to which no other herb has as yet 
been difcovered as a fubftitute; undoubtedly if the 
Engli/h had the exclufive trade of this article, and 
could- introduce the ufe of it among the lurks 
and fome other nations, it would then merit confi- 
deration, and efforts, to fucceed in obtaining a mo^ 
nopoly of It. 

It 
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It has been often propofed to fubftitute lftay.e,s 
of different kinds, the deco6lioa of which h^d tht 
fame qualities, and would have the fame eiFeft, as 
tea. The reafon why thofe leaves have nptbeena- 
dopted , does not occur to rne, nor will I here endea- 
vor to find it. I am fo averfe frpm atternpting to dif- 
cover the caufe, that I do not even choofe to mention 
a kind of tea, which L found. in m.y travels; nearly 
e.qiial to the r^^/tea, in colour, tafte, and perhaps? 
"in its.effefls. 1 offered it as the real herb, at diff- 
erent times, to many people without hinting at the 
deception, and I »rp happy to fa}-, they found it very 
goods, a little inclining to a four tafte, which they 
irpagin^d was owirg to the tea not having been 
•well dried. 

If to the fmall profits that the Englifh derive 
from the China trade, we add their fufferings there, 
the humiliating infults which they very oftep re- 
ceive from the Chinefe^ it may be candidly /aid, ei- 
ther, that fuch a trade merits not a continuance in 
its.prefent ftate, orthatitmuft be eqcreafed, mono- 
polized, and held exclufively in the hands of the 
EngUJh. 

I WILL give proofs of my aflertions ; and I 
fhould be forry, that by the truths I am obliged to 
reveal, 1 fhould give any offence, 

Whem 
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When a (hip arrives in Chinaj (he is obliged 
to anchor at, or near Macao^ and there to wait, in 
fruitlefs expedtation, until it pleafes the Chineje pilot, 
to come on board of her; this pilot, cunning, as al| 
the C/?/^//^ are, never carries the (hip into the river 
of Canton^ before he has extorted a few prefents 
*nd during many days he only gets up about 15. 
leagues; after which, the (hip enters the river 
Itgrat^ or Ta ; at the mouth of this riverjthcre is a 
fmall ifland, where the pilot anchors, and will not 
move a foot farther, until he has extorted a few more 
prefents; they then get up about 7 leagues further, 
that is, to the Toxver of Lyon (here large (hips muft 
wait for the high tides) ; but yet, the pilot does not 
move an anchor, until after having received fome 
iTlbre prefents, he condefcends to proceed to Wampoa^ 
which place Is only 12 miles from ^ancheu. The 
tide runs to the town ; however, it is not poflible for 
(hips of burden to get up fo far, nor even for the 
C&/«^ veflels, iftheybelarge. 

It may now perhaps he thought that the Super- 
cargo and Captain are allowed freely to trade here: 
Not at all, the Chimfe begin by taking away the 
rudder, fails, yards, and ammunition; the merchan- 
dize is fent to Sl}}ancheu a long time after, .and 13 
fold, or bartered, only when, and how, the Chinefg 
think proper. It is then, that their villainy, and all 

its 
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its fecrct fprings are fet to work, and tho' the Super- 
cargo and Captain know it, they cannot complain. 
—To whom? the Comptroller of the Province, or 
Viceroy ?.No,fbr thofe two great men live in the Tar^ 
tar town, into which no VMropean is ever admitted » 
fo that the Chine fe may a£l as they pi cafe ; befides, 
it is only candid to fay, that thofe miniders con- 
nive at the villainy of the trading clafs of people, as 
the Emperorhimfelf tacitly permits the mifconduft 
of his Minifters. 

Thi EtigU/h yQ2ir\y threaten the Chlnefe on this 
account, becaufe, perhaps, they think theaifelves 
worfe treated than any other European nation ; but 
the Chlnefe are accuftomedto their threats, and laugh 
at them — the EngUJh always end the difpute by pay- 
ing large fums of money to thofe very perfons who 
have occafioned the quarrel. 

If Counfellor Ouilt could have fpoken in the 
Houfe of Commons^ and expofed to the view of the 
nation, what he faw and fufFered in Ch'ina^ from the 
atrocious injuftice of thefe barbarians, it might be 
hoped, that the public, exafperatcd on fuch juft 
grounds, would remedy the evil. 

If the Englljh^ in general, knew what their 
countrymen fufFer in China^ they would either dif- 

coijunuc 
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continue the trade, or they would oblige the Chinefe 
to be lefs unjuft; and If the formidable ^nd brave 
failors of Great Britain knew that their comrades 
received the chabook there, they would rife and de- 
mand vengeance. It is a well known faft, that an 
EngUJh Captain was condemned by the Chinefe 
Minifters to pay a certain fum of money, and to 
receive the chabook befides ; he gave the money, and 
paid one of his failors to receive the punifhment 
in his place, which wa<? infliiled for no other reafon 
but becaufe a Chinefe boat accidentally took fire, 
and the Captain did not aflift, or had not time, to 
quench it. Entire pages might be filled with in- 
ftances of fimilar ill-treatment. Oh Britons \ Why 
do you fufFer thefe a£ls of injuftice from fuch a]vile 
fuch a defpicable race of men as the Chinefe? Are, 
you not awake tothofe outrageous infults ? Do you 
not feel for the honor ' of your Captains, thus 
wounded by the bafeftof men? In fine, can this be 
borne by a warlike people ? Either you muft re- 
nounce the title of being the fir/i of nations^ or 
you muft ftrike a mafterly ftroke, and do yourfelves 
juftice. 

That venerable Gentleman, John Harrifun 

Chief of the fadory at Sluantong^ laments very often, 

the fituation he is in, becaufe he finds himfelf unable 

C 2 to 
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to/^tftedy thofeabufcs. M^flrs. Cuming, Pr^ffyeod 
J^rteinartj* an4 other refpe^^aUecharaaer?, wof^y R^ 
Jthe;grcateft praif?, from iheir jcjiowledge, puyS^ijtisi? 
Jity, and tried integrity, in the management of 4ih« 
fbuiifyefs enfrutted to them, fre, and AiFer, v/}^ 
iimilar forititude. I fay, ifthe opinion3 of th.cf^'GcJiir 
stlemen were attended. to, things would fpon ^ange. 
••They alone, thofe y'mupus Engirjbmen, would very 
-^afijy make their country i^uftrefe of ^anm^yxi ihz 
,^oukl lend her affiftance. 

The ^A/;/^, a people mofe^eijflayed tha^i a^iy 

^olher on ^rth,muft not long bpaft of infujtjng, ^ith 

'impunity, the hirtnor,^flag,andperfon8.of the fnglijJi. 

vlt h»s been already faid, that rthe EngU/h Axe fuch,.^ 

they appear to be, and fhew tltcmfelvfis fuch as they 

'-are; that is, hravi^nd intrepid; but how are we to 

*jnake this ^gree with what they tamely fufFer inCkim. 

•I fay, that thofe who do not agree with me, hare 

their ov.!r. intereil at heart, and not tlie ; honor or»ia - 

tercil: of ;iieir country. 

A NATION like the EngUJJ?^ commercial by na- 
ture, whofe power, greatnefs, and profpei ity, depend 
:folely on the operations of- her commerce, mufc not 
only affift and encourage- her • tradirrg fubje<St$ ; bi^t 
fliould with every pofiible exertion, remove aUba?s to 
the execution of their groj2<51s. Thhre 
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ThereT remains not a doubt', ttat the EH^IlJb 
al-efiiUy inflriia^d'ori thii head, as \Vcll as'^on afl 
Other thing-. N^vcrthelef^, I will take the llbiertjr 
of fetnng f\>rth iii this wort adtfrefffed to thfe rtat*N 
pn at la.rgt, what I think proper in this refpe^l. 

Ij THEREJFtn^Es %, thcTif-eidft's* a ufefliland-prbi 
fit^ble trade-'; and -one that is ncitHer* lucrative, not 
ad vanttigeouii Thi^ aflfertfori'dfcmahds an explana^ 
tibn. I'lnake a dJftinaiM b&tweieifi the prefits^oPti 
private fhtrthanti and thofe of the ftite, which- atc^ 
ofcburiVjthofe of'thc n^ation; if'tHe^private'iiier^ 
chant imports fv)rciga commodities, which may 
hiftder, or prejfidice, thec6nr»mj>tidn ofthofe that 
his own country prodtites, it is-evid^/it, thit the 
merchant gains ; but" that, the ftat^ Ibfes not only 
the price. that the merdiant piys in' foreign markets 
and the fams that he Tends out of'lh'6 toufury ; but 
the non-circulation of t^iis fpecie, which mlghfhavi 
payed the wage? of his own countrymen for th^ 
cultivation of their native, pr^duge. This fpecie 
by circulation, might have added to, the wealth of 
the fubjeds,* and to theirhappinef-, which is always 
the happinefs and wealth of th^ flate. It is rhus 
that tie merchint.gairts, and theflate.Ioffe's; but 
in another. cafe, the ftate gain^, and the merchant 
lofes,.if the latter fends the produce' o'f his own 
Country to a foreign' market, which docs not felf 
C 2 well. 
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well, he lofes oi courfe ; but the ftate gains the 
price of the raw material, the price of the manual 
labor, and the fum paid for freight and duties, all 
which tend to the benefit of the nation at large. 

The application of principle, on the utility and 
inutility of the operations of trade, teaches, that the 
exportation of the overplus, is the cleared and 
fureft profit that a nation can enjoy, and confifts in 
working and manufailuring the produce of the 
country, and even in importing and working the 
raw material, if the country does not furnifh it. 

There is another way to trade, which, in ge- 
neral, is advantageous; bat not always: That is, 
bartering native commodities for foreign ones. By 
conducing trade upon this plan, the country that 
CMrrles^ receives the benefit, as does olfo all its fub- 
jefts. 

In defining the operations of trade to be, " Ihe 
.« Interior circulation of the produce of the country^ and 
" the exportation and importation of foreign produ^ions 
«< whether for home confumption or for re-exporta^ 
" tions^'' it may be clearly underftood, that com- 
merce muft be confidcred under two forms, one 
domeftic, the other foreign. The principles of the 

one and the other differ widely, and would beat- 
tended 
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ended with certain lofs to him that would confound 
them. I will only treat of fonign commerce in 
this place, the operations of which, confequently 
tend to furnifh other nations with what they really 
want, or what they think they want, and returns to 
the feller what he thinks he wants. If the maichant 
is clever and prudent, if his fpeculations, and his 
confequences be juft, if he exports, and fells more 
than he imports, and that in a proper manner, then 
fuch a trader will be perfed in his kind. 

It remains now to prove, whether the EngUfh 
follow thofe principles in their trade with the Chinefe\ 
but as it has been already faid, that they carry more 
fpecie to China than ihey do manufaftures, or mer- 
chandize, it is clear that the trade to China at this 
period, is only profitable to certain individuals, and 
to thofe very individuals, who, careful of their own 
private inter eft, endeavor to blind the nation, by 
keeping fecret the infults, affronts, and outrages, 
that Britijh fubjecSls fufFer in China. If the efFeSs 
produced by accident did not make them fome- 
times fpeak to deter others from fliaring in this 
trade, certainly half what is now known would be 
for ever fuppreffed. The Company^ who alone have 
the right offending ftiips to China^ know full well, 
that this privilege is contefted with them, and that 

feveral 
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feveral merchants, Members of the Ccrr.pany^ and 
ethers, looking upon fuch privileges as unjuff, 
have found means to fend flilps to Chtna^ lo^d^d 
with articl s more in deiri arid, than thbfe feht on t\h 
Ccmfany^s account, which trade with double aJvar/- 
t?.ge, although at the rillc, and under the cotr^pdfory 
condrtion of dividing a part cf the ggin vt^iththtife 
who lend ih'em their colors^ and" names. This 
proves that* charters are by no means profitatft^ tb 
the flate, or to /tzVT)// indrVidijah; It^ i§- on*y in 
fame cafes, that the ftate may derive, uppn an emer- 
gency, .any advantage from Companies 'y and it is to 
thefc confiderations, that Comp^ntes owe their char- 
Jers, and exclufive privileges^ in trade^^ 

iTis'to be wiffied tben, that^ commerce in gerfc>- 
ralv particalirly thatoFG^/>^,' andof-att thie Indies^ 
was open and fi^ee to every fubje^l^ofthte- nation^ 
or that the Ci?>3^i7>/j^ fhfourM' be enlarged to- a certam 
extent, to altoW th'ofe, that ch'ufe to become m^m- 
Kersofit, or elfe to all6w them to trade for the m^ 
felves to thbfe places. Then the nation at- larger 
would have no cauf6 to complain of monopolies;' ' 

Poraffer JJ; it 1» weiKknown that in the E/rfi 
Irniui^ the piofit$of thetrade arc not the fourccsof 
its ; riches^ ' witboui- the fubfidie^, and the re^iilur 
revenues, it could not fupport even the expenditure 
it is compelled to make. Another 
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,,^Bother- tbl'no^ to be c-omfidered is, that-the Conipa- 
jlji/Hes .plainly, t\\7it alone \t is jnoteapp.bir of carrying 
on th s trad;r, for they permit individuals to profe- 
Ctttc it alio, and wink at thofe \iiJicerrfed perfons 
who carry it ©n with any degree of caution. I 
have re^d fome En%l':fl) authors, who declaim vio- 
lentlv againft exelufive Companies; and th? terms 
which they makeufcoftoexprefs the opinion of the 
/lation, flicwfiifficiently th^e general diflike to them, 
Theiciame authors find it unAikatle to a Company 
pf Traders, to take upon t-hemfelves a military cha- 
ra£ter, and at the fame time fear that tb^y.wiJJ in- 
ftruct the nations of India in the art of war ; they think 
alfo that it may have dangerous confequences that 
they (hould poflefs forts, and have troops in their 
pay, and approve of their having neither in China. 

Ifo this it may be anfwered, that no inconveni- 
ence arifes from fuch a Company, pofleffing forts 
and troops — the example of the Tyrians and Cartha^ 
ginians, notwithftanding it's antiquity, proves, thit 
'fuchmeafurcs lead to power and grandeur — and tho* 
Mt is a Trading Company, thofe of whom it is com- 
'pofed,arenotall merchants— there are among them 
^foldicrs, financiers, lawyers, and noblemen. Thofe 
*who are only traders, becaufe they poflefs a (hart ia 
the'ftock ofthe Company, and at the time of mak- 
ing the dividends, receive thtir profits; thefeperfons 

arc 
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are certainly qualified to deliver their fentiments and 
advice upon forts and troops, and are able to com- 
mand them with fuccefs, as experience teaches. 
What is to be dreaded then is only the poffibi- 
lity of a power fifing up, independant of the mo- 
ther country; but this fear will be always ground- 
lefr^ if -the conduft of the Company is regulated 
by juftice, and the moft fcrupulous regard to e- 
quity — and if the Englijh poflefled neither forts nor 
troops in India^ Gnat Britain would not be fo 
rich as fhe is j and if they were in China^ what 
they are in the reft of 7W/<7, they would not en- 
dure there, what they do now. 

It is not enough then in a country, where the 
fentiments of honour and of fociability are unknown, 
to poffcfs a few armed vefTels for the prefervation 
and prote6lion of trade, which could at moft work 
a momentary fear, the deftruftion of fome maritime 
places, and fome temporary gain ; and fince a con- 
currence of fortunate circumftances has rendered 
the Englijh powerful in this part of the world, it is 
right to keep this good fortune, and to make all their 
countrymen partakers of it, as far as may be 
while they extend it in the fame manner among the 
natives, it is then forts which the Englijh want in 
China, and if the nature of the country ^ili not 

permit 
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permit them to do there what the Dutch have done 
at Ceylon^ they may however continue to derive from 
China^ advantag<e8, greater perhaps, than thofe de« 
rived by the Dutch from the latter place. How have 
they a£led to eftablifli themfelves exclufively in that 
iflcnd ? They have watched the circumftances and 
profited by them ; after having about the middle of 
the J aft century taken many fadlorics from the Form 
tuguezCf and driven them entirely out, after having 
fufFered by compulfion only, and for a fhott time^ 
that the other European nations fhould trade there, 
they made war upon the King of the ifland ; the Enm 
glijhy under thefe circumftances, were very defirous 
of profitinji: by the opportunity of the war, to ob« 
tain fome eftablifliment there ; they made their ap« 
pearance with fome (hips of war, and found meant^ 
even to treat with the King ; but fome circumftan-* 
ces, not generally Icnown, prevented any thing be- 
ing concluded, fo that the great and powerful King 
of Candy^ and thewhole ifland of Ceylon^ was com- 
pelled to make a fhameful peace with the Dutch, 
yielding to them all the Coa/lsj and then {hutting 
himfelf up like a prifoner in his capital, the diligent 
and watchful keepers of which are the Dutch then;, 
feives, who, by this means, govern, and difpofe of 
the Coajtj the interior parts, and the whole produce 
of the kingdom. They will have nothing ta do 
D with 
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jvitb the King^ perfon, becairfe his exiftcnc^f is in 
fk, tmnntr null.— -the Dutch do not meddle ynth him^ 
JlfHl leave him to vegptate in bis own way; perhaps 
he will OOQ day awake I 

ifCbimif from its fituation, is not fufceptiWeof 

^foiJiar treatment^ it is neverthelefs certain^ that the 

^tfglilb may do alnioft as much upon the river an4 

"it "the town of ^aricheu and make themfelves 

tole maflers of this commerce of that city ; and 

there, is every likelihood tjiey would effefi it; \n 

]g^ t]mo, and at lefs expence, than it coft thd 

L^b at Ceylon. The fubtlety of the Dutch pilots 

H^bo condua f(?rcign veffels into any port of 

J^ iflandy coniifls in making thenii take ]arg> tra- 

verfiss, and making them believe diat there ar« ina*^ 

-liy dangers ; ahd Abugh this artPfic^ is well known 

i?rtd laughied at, yet tney cannot give it up, hoping 

iblmpofe on, and pu27de ftxanger^ ; but their bar- 

Voiih ire nd lefs known, than their artifice. 

Tm (3)tnefe pilots ufe nearly the famie arfifice 
on their coafts, atid partitularly in the river of 
'^afiUngi ^n^ hotwithftanding the cheat it difco-* 
Vefedy the river is not fo well known by Et/rofeans-; 
wKb arc. bettctacqoairtled with the fea-coafts, foV 
ttfs reafen, that nbt being as ftriftly watched llicrd?, 
ai'tn the river, they have more Icifure to examine, 

and 
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A^ become acqi^ioted with them; it U chance ^oQp 
Which cao afford an inquifitivc, and attentive perr 
ion, the opportunity pf fouij^ing it well; I have tufl 
thatoppofiunity, ?nd will publiih i^ ju ical9n, thf 
refultof my obfervations. 

Since the Tar/^r; have conquered China^ thi^ 
empire has begun to lofe its grandeur, and Arergtb 
it's organisation became unhinged i but this mif-r 
chief was fo infenfibie, that it was not very d^^cul/E 
for the conquerors to hld^ it under the lu^p^ry, thf 
parade, and fplendor of a rich and powerful motif 
arch, and not only fro in the eyes of .the unp?ne« 
trating Chineji^ but alfo, from thofe of fifanger^^ 
Perfons who are acquainted with thie Qhinf/0 hiftort * 
and, who have alfo converfed with others, whower^^ 
ah've under the reign of (he Tartar conqueror, af^ 
fert, that even in the year of oar oera 1642, a con. 
fiderablc number of rich Chinefe retired from Pikift 
to Leauton^ where they formed a fort of federative 
ailbciation, to find means of delivering their coun« 
try from a foreign yoke jthe Chinefe in general be- 
ing weak, and irrefolute, the affociation did nothing 
more than figh and lament, without attempting any" 
thing; the prilyeffba of their fighsant^ lamentations^ 
was, that their ineffedual union extended itfelf t6 
other provinces ; the Court was informed cf • theft' 
difcontentsj and ehdeavoufed to qui^t tliem cathe r 
^ D2 by 
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- by mildnefs, than fcVerity, and the Tartars^ already 
much fafniliarifed to the Chinefe^ mixed and uni- 
ted themfelves further, by adopting many of their 
cuftoms, even in matters of religion, which mea- 
fures had a good efFe£l ; .it was only the King of 
7onquin^ and men who inhabited hilly countries 
who gained any thing by the troubles; the former in 
wrefting from China fome of it's provinces, the 
latter in freeing them(elves from the fervicc and the 
tribute which they owed to the Court of Pe^/« — in 
1694, the Tartar conqilfcrors were already much 
changed, they were become foft, delicate, cfFemi- 
nate, timid, and as cowardly almoft as the Chinefe 
themfelves ; the old difcontents of thofe who had rer 
tired to the provinces as beforementioncd, wjere only 
lulled in them, and their children ; they had ever 
made fome progrefs, and were the occa fion of con« 
tinual infurredions in one or other province of the 
empire. 

Ti-iF Emperors, who no longer liked the Cbinefcj 
and for whole love, or attachment they were little 
folicltous, encroached upon them, and wi(hed to 
make them feel the weight of their abfolutc and ty- 
rannical power by the means of their Tartar foldiers 
•— which alienated the C^m^/? fl ill more from their 
rulers. There does not appear a fingle year o. 
the regular records of the Court of Pekin fince 1706 

-with^iiC 
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without fonne revolt, great or f mall : And if aU of 
t lem did not come to the knowleJge of the public, 
it is to be attributed, to the great diftancc of the 
provinces where they happened, to the celerity with 
which they were reprefled, or to the addrefs of the 
Court, in concealing them — it is even eafy for thoie 
who have had the dpportuni:ic$ of perufmg thcfe re- 
cordsi to fee diftindtly, that it was precifely at thefe 
periods that the Miniftry of Pikin laid upon ftran- 
gers the moft fevcre laws, to prevent them from 
penetrating into the interior parts of !he country, 
and adopted, in confequence, that cruel^ unjuft, 
liircatcning, and contemptuous deportment, for 
the purpofe of impofing upon Europeans^ and mak- 
ing them believe one thing for another — thinking to 
ii.fpire them with a very favorable idea of their pow- 
er. 

But it was only the European merchants of 
former times who were willing to be thus impofed 
upon ; and their private intercft furniihed pretexts 
for concealing from their countrymen the real truth, 
which they they faw diftinflly enough ; and fatif- 
fied with the profit which they drew out of the 
country, (for the purpofe of extolling the ftrength, 
the power, atid juftice, of the Chinefe) they put up 
with fliamef']! infults, which they would not have 
endured in Europe. I appeal for the truth of this, 

ta 
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to Mr. George Smithy one of the EngUJb Supercaf- 
^oes— let him relate what he fuffercd in the prifons 
pf ^ancheu^ and the reafon for thofe fufEsrings ; 
if he fays Chat he waa well treated, if he cominends 
ihe humanity of his goalers, if he (peaks advanta^e- 
oufly of that crowd which furrounded him — if he 
(ays that the Englijh gunner, whom he gave up 
himfclf into the hands of jail ice, deferved the ex- 
cejffive punifhment whi/ch he underwent in the be- 
ginning of 1785, it migiit be proved that his aflcr- 
tions were only founded upon partial views. 

In fpite of the Chin^ff aJJrefs »nd cunning, in 
fj^kjp of the prudence of the merchants and thofe 
yiidcr them,, the weaknefs of the Chinefi power is 
eafily ktn through ; it has not been able to efcape 
the obfervation of thofe whofe only view was truth 
and the general good — this weaknefs is owing to 
the inteftine troubles of many provinces of the em- 
pire, the refufal of many of them to pay any taxes, 
to many open rebellions; to the grievous and innu- 
iperable wrongs committed in the country, the vi- 
olent opprcfpons pradiced by the Tartars^ the more 
thaji effeminate depravity of the fovereiga and his 
ipinifters, the almoft general want of fubordination, 
robberies comn[)itted with impunity, public aflaffi- 
nations, the fhame!efs venality of all officers, the 
impofTibUity of obtaining juftice, and the depreda- 
tions of fuialterns-^To form a judgement of the 

prefent 
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prcferit ftate of Chftiaj one muft not adhere, to the 
ftories tdld often faUely, and always with alterations 
—nor nitift rmplicit faith be given to the journali 
of diofe, who navigate on its coafls, or trafEck thi« 
ther-^Thbfe who have given accounts, had privatd 
reafons for giving them fuch as they are, and thofe 
who navigate or trade there, have not, nor can 
they have, either tinbe 6r opportunity to inforni 
the^nfelvcs of the exaft flate of the interior of the 
empire, and fo much the more, for that the Chinefc 
and Tartars (as has been before obferved* ) maki 
life of every means in their power to conceal fr6m 
Grangers the true ftate of their cOuhtry, and to give 
them a high and fatfe idea of it. 

EvHiY one knows that a certain number of 
Gentlemen, of go6d education, remain a fufiicient 
time at ^anchiUy \ipon the river, or at Maca^y tb 
inform themielves of it— ;*t is alfo well known, that 
fome of them have been as far as Pikin, where ihe^ 
might have leamt fomething more than at Macao 
©r ^ancheu^-hut at the fame time, it is tb be ob- 
ferved, that thefe perfons, accompanied as they 
were, by the officers of the emperor, carried up ih 
a kind of cage by land and water,* guarded ftriaijf 
at night, both ofi the journey, aiid in the capitaili 
it was ftill more difficult than elfewhere to obtain 
tny, except gencrarf information; ihi^ that, -altered 
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by thofe, who gave it tothem, and who, under the 
pretence of ferving them, and doing them honor on 
the part of the emperor, were there to watch them; 
to prevent them from informing thcmfelves, and to 
hinder any other perfon from entering their dwel- 
ling — fo that, notwithftanding their talents and cha- 
rs6^er, it was impoffible for them to acquire the 
knowledge which they deHred. 

There arc at Pekln a few Chrlftians^ who be- 
ing a little acquainted with the affairs of their coun- 
try, might appear capable of rendering fome fervicc 
onthisfubjeot; but when one fees that thtk Chrifii^ 
ans are fuch narrow, poor, aud ignorant beings, 
one is not ready to truft them, but with the greateft 
precaution; for tho' they call themfelves Chrtjiians^ 
they a're true Lhineje ; that is to fay, lying, defign- 
ing, and falfe ; it is even thefe whom the minifters 
makes ufe of as fples — it is, indeed, only fome 
ftratagem, which can enable a ftranger to introduce 
himfelf with (aiisfadion into the interior part of the 
empire; and as a certain fettled number of Mijftona" 
r'us have the privilege of going as far as Pekln for 
the fervice of the emperor, by their means one may 
get there alfo. But the difBcuIty of the ftratagem 
begins from the capital — In 1784, I accompanied 
one of the Fathers^ and we travelled feventeen fhort 
days's journey to the wellward of P/i/»— and was 
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on that occafion, that I was able to obtain Informa- 
tion, which is out of the reach of others— it is not 
allowed the MtJJlonarles to exercife their zeal be- 
yond the capital; they muft, therefore, difguife 
themfelves in a horrible manner, to find the means 
of exercifing it elfewhsre. The crime is capital. 
One of the Fathers Jofeph De Bientina^ a Tufcan 
and who is either on the Coafl", or in the fer- 
vice of Nizam AH Khan^ was one of thofe who 
dared to introduce thsmfclves : He had three Chi" 
nefd Chri/fians with h'lm^ whom he called his Cste- 
chi/ls: Him I followed — his indifcreet and foolifh 
zeal difcovered him, in the city of Fo-tchofe^ which 
occafioned us all to be bound, and brought back to 
Pekln — where the Father remained, a confiderable 
time, in prifon with his companions, who had been 
feizcd elfewhere ; for myfelf, as a phyfician who had 
before performed a fuccefsful cure on ths only fon 
o^TtfalUft, Grand Treafurer of the Emperor, I 
was fet at liberty, and even received fome prefents 
after being detained nineteen days in the houfe of 
MatS'tchly A native oi Nankin^ and who was the 
the Emperor's Chief Phyfician, from whence I 
was fentto A/j^^^ accompanied by a rafcally Man- 
darin of the third order, who took what he pleafed 
of my efFedls. 

It is, however, to Ttfaut-ft the Grand Trca- 
E furer, 
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furer, in whom I placed fome confidence, that Mr. 
George Smith is indebted for his life — it is at leaft 
well known, that without his proteftion the Mart'^ 
darins of S^uancheu would no t have been contented 
to deliver him, at fo cafy a rate out of prifon, or to 
accept, in his ftead, the unfortunate gunner, of 
which affair mention is made here merely for the 
purpofc of eftablifhing the fa6l. 

With regard to the face of the country which I 
traverfed beyond Peking there were in the whole 
but feventeen fmall forts forty-two cities of the 
fecond and third orders, and the towns and villages 
not fo many in number as I h^d expeded — the lands 
are indeed well cultivated, and it is very true, that 
there are neither hedges nor ditches, in order that 
no land may be loft. The fields are covered with 
all forts of grain, little cotton, and of a bad fpecies, 
and a quantity of fruittrees. About Oan^tche grows 
the tree, yielding a thick juice, of which candles are 
made. 

This tree bears a fruit whofe kernel is of the fize 
of a nute;it is covered with a whiti fkin, in fmell 
and flavour refembling fuet; if the Chinefe knew 
how to purify it, it would make as good candles as 
ours • but this (kin which covers the kernel does not 
'a!F:)J as g3jd fa^t as ths other pirts of the' tree ; 

that 
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that which is extraded by means of intifion, is 
much finer, and whiter, and its fmcJl is not fo ftrong; 
it even fmells a little like the refm of the -P/;f^-trcc— 
the fame obfervation may be made with regard to 
the tree which produces camphor. 

It is by means of incifions that this liquor is cx- 
tradted from the bark of the tree which exadly refem- 
bles a poplar 5 it is next boiled and poured into 
wooden veflels^ when it is cold, its original yel- 
lowifh color changes to white. This liquor fo con- 
denfed they call /«//": In this place alfo the tree 
which yields the camphor abounds ; its leaves bran- 
ches, and even trur.k, differ little from the former. 
I fliould be led to believe that the Suif tree is the 
wild fpecies of the camphor. What convinces me 
ftill more is, that the liquor extrafted from the for- 
mer has the fame flavour and tafie as the camphire 
which however, it lofcs by fire. On this fide of 
Pekin there arc many mountains expofed to the 
North -wvindiS^ which blow there with violence. 
They are cultivated, as all other mountains are; I 
compare them to the mountains of the Republic of 
Geneva^ if there are any intervals fufceptible of cul- 
tivation, they are certainly cultivated 5 at the foot 
of the mountains there are torrents rivulets and fands 
and they s^Il bear the fame marks of containing mi- 
nes ; if they arc aftually richer than the mines o 
E2 Amtricg^i 
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jfmerica^ it is becaufe the Chinefe have not explored 
them. Why fhould they explore them, when £«- 
ropeans carry there every year fo much goM filver 
iron and tin already prepared. The climate of 
this country is very unhealthy, I know not >v'h ether 
it proceeds from the narrow pafTcs of the mountain?, 
or, from the flngnant waters which abound in 
confequence of the quar.t!ty of rice which is cul- 
|ivated. The inhabitants of thefe places are deform- 
ed by the Tchehiantche which are the Guetres^ I 
have not feen them any where elfe in China. They 
are the fame as you meet with in the vajiies, 
but not fo large, longer however, hanging down 
even to the middle of their belly. In all the villages 
there are three or fix Tartar foldiers, who remain 
there to exadl tribute in money or ProduSilons ; thefe 
cxadlions are ft ill more cruel than thofe which exifttd 
in France, The cultivators are fqueezed and plun- 
dered and nppear miferable. The canals and high 
roads are wr rthy of admiration, both for their num- 
ber tind tl:.Ir utility; but while they exhibit the 
grandci:.-, power, and the good government of for- 
mer Emperors^ they difplay, the ihaiges which 
have fucceeded. The canals, in many places, 
are no longer navigable ; the high roads are going to 
ruin J the mile ftones are difplaced ; the bridges even 
arc not repaired ; and if we cannot fay that the C/;/- 
Tiffe Tartars are deftroyers, wc may at leaft affirm 

that 
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that they are not repairers. Every thing marks, if 
I am n.)t deceived, the fall of the empire ; Chi- 
na then, being in a fituation as feeble, as her 
conduiSt is overbearing, is doubly crimmal ihat in 
fuch a fituation fhe infults European nation! 
and particularly the Englilh whofe commerce flic 
infefts infolently and unjuftly. She would be wor- 
thy of puniftiment, and merit no mercy, if after hav- 
ing once more been required, formally to become 
humane, friendly, and juft, fhe perfifted in her pre- 
fentconduft. It req uires an embafly to the court 
oi PektTjg^ to expofe to her forcibly, the duty, and 
neceflity, of obferving her promifes to the Engltjh 
flag, if her anfwer is haughty, and fhe changes noj 
her condud, anacStual performance of what was be, 
fore only ; threatened is the beli, fliorteft, and moft 
e^icacious means of fuccefs — Yes a war with Chi^ 
na^ and why? what juft caufe for a war ? that of 
obliging her to repair the wrongs and injuries flic 
has offered to individuals and tlie fl^g oi England^ 
that of obliging her to carry on and to allow to be 
carried en, a commerce according to the rules of ho- 
nefty and thofe laid down by her emperors, thcm- 
fclves : befides it rcrq'iires not a formal war, fixteen 
of thcfc battalions which vanquifhed the tyrant of 
Myfore with two VQgxmtwt^oi Europeans^ tra;>fportcd 
to the mouth of the river of Canton^ on vi.iitl's ot 
he Company well armed, aJifted by four frigates, 

and 
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and fome floops, will render the Englifh in a few 
tfays mafters of ^ancheu^ of the river and of all its 
commerce. All the powers of China will no: re- 
pel them, and the Portugueze ofMacoawUl be hap- 
py to aflift them in their new pofleflions, either as, 
foldiers, pilots, guide? orj interpreters. It muft 
be remarked that the waters of the river of 
Canton are fait even to the city of ^ancheu ; it 
is difHcult to procure frefli water in abundance, 
in this cafe the Portugueze of Macao might be of 
great fervice. To enter the river it is neceflary to 
wait for high waters from its, mouth to the jundion 
of ihc Ta^ there is coiidamly enough of water, at 
this juiiciion there is a fmall ifland defended by two 
fort-^, but they are defpicable. From this ifland to 
the Tcwer of Lyon^ there is fufficient water for large 
fhips, notwithflanding the plummet gives no more, 
than it does previous to the arriving at the fmall 
ill and. This lower of Lyon is only 23 Englijb 
miles from the ifland, it isprovided with a battery, 
which can afford no caufe for apprehenfion, befides at 
this place a veflel can pafs, and even be moored be- 
yond its reach. You muft however be attentive on 
leaving this tower to avoid a barrier of fand, which at 
low water gives only 18 feet. In one day this tower 
and fmall ifland, might be in your poflellion; at high 
water you muft proceed dire6i to Wampoa^ wh'ch is 

diftant 10 J?wj^///& miles from the city of ^ancheu 

and 
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•nd there a fhip may moor in fafcty. It is from 
fFampoa^ that a party of iE«^//>foIdiers would march 
by land to ^anchtu^ while floops and other armed 
veflcls would proceed by water ; if the two forces 
wentdjreft, in two days, the city and fort would 
be in their own pofle/fion, let not ftratagem or fur- 
prize, but open valour be called to afGftancc. If 
the Chineje perceived, that they were overcome by 
furprize they would conceive a mean idea of the 
EngU/h ftrength, and thiscircumftance might produce 
a delay of a few days ; they flill fpeak in China of an 
European nation who availed themfelves of landiii,^ 
guns in cafksand conftruding a fort. What was the 
confequence? Theyfeton fire the vefTels of this 
nation, and forbid them their commerce; tore-efla- 
blifh which, it required prefents and humiliation. 
The Ch!neff\Ye\l know their weaknefs which induc- 
ed them to make laws and regulation s forbidding all 
intercourft with ftrangers, they know well that a 
handful of Europeans could burn their cities and 
veflels and rcc'uce them to extreme poverty. This 
is an artifice to prevent a knowledge of their cufloms. 
They infult the European nations, calling them bar- 
barians, in the pajQTports which they grant for their 
admiifion into the river. EngUJhmen ! go dire 6i to 
^ancheuj detach a fmall party of forces firH m a k 
yourfelves feared from your power and your fevsrity 
and afterwards beloved by your clemency and juftice. 

The 
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The Ch'incfe muft certainly be overcome by the firft 
nationithat attacks them, their chief city could not 
fland aficge of three days. All their forts are round 
and low, the walls are not more than fixteen feet 
his:h and one in thicknefs, with a feWemb^iaztires of 
different dimenfions. Their guns can only be pointed 
in one direflion, the perfon$ who manage them are 
more afraid of them than the enemy could be. 
Eleven men could not load a gun in lefs than 
nine minutes. The number of troops appointed for 
the defence o^^ancheu^ the fortrefs o^ Macao and the 
river, amounts to 12,000, but of chefc fcarccly one 
half are Tartars, badly fed, badly cloathcd and badly 
difciplined. They are all armed by chance fomc 
with mulkets, and others with matchlocks. 

Warisfaid not to be proper for a commercidl 
nation, how comes it then that the Englijh^ the mod 
commercial nation in the world is fo often at war? 
War is not abfolutely contrary to the ftate of a com- 
mercial nation ; fince the commerce and power of 
England has increafed in proportion to the number 
and neccflity of its wars. Befides commercial nations 
are m^rc obliged than any other, to fupport 
wars, fince without wars, there never would be pe;^ce, 
and peace is necefiary without doubt for commerce ; 
and peace could not cxill if wars did liot protect it. 

lam 
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I am not defirous of war with a view to conqucft, but 
it is defirable for the prefervation of peace and tran- 
quility which increafes commerce, and when it is di- 
rected with a view to procure the happinefs of an in* 
finityof individuals. 

Thusi would not wifh that England {houU go to 
War with Portugal^ but I am extremely anxious that 
fiae ihould find means of getting pofleffion of Macao \ 
what is Macao in the hands of Portugueze} Notwith- 
fianding that they are the lawful poflefTors of it, it 
has been the caufe of their being ill treated. The 
advantages which they derive from it are fo trifling, 
that for certain confidcrations they could be induced 
to give it up. The right of pofleffion is incontefti- 
bly theirs. It was not by conqueft but by a gift of 
the Chlnefe Emperor, when the Portuguezt were maf- 
ters of Indiaj and had eftabliflied a commerce with 
Chjna. In 1518 they made their firft voyage to ^an-^ 
cheuy it was juft at this time that the province of 
Canton^ its coafts and rivers were infefted by pirates 
who did confidcrable injury to the Chinefe^ the 
whole power of this vaft Empire was incapable of 
redreffing itfelf, and the Chinefe were obliged to have 
recourfe to the Portugueze who extirpated the pirates, 
and by that means gave peace to China. The Em- 
perors in return for this important fervice ceded to ihe 
Portugueze the fovweignty of the iflancl, on which 
F thejr 
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they afterwards crc<?ieJ the town and fort of Maca9^ 
granting them very advantageous privileges, of which 
the ungrateful andunjuft C6i«^ deprived them after- 
Wards. The Portuguezt having loft at CAW, as at 
other places, their fortune and their reputation, were 
infultej by the Chlnrfe^ who forgetting their former 
berefaflors, erefled a fort on the fame ifland, which 
commanded the town andfjrtrefs of Macao '^ all in- 
ventive Pgainft fuch a proceeding is infufEcient, it is 
enough to wifh that the Englljh may find peaceable 
ihtans of obtaining pofleflion of Macao* In cafe 
this happen?, it is inconteftible that they would pof- 
frfs S.11 the rights which the Porfugucze have over 
the ifland. '1 he Chinefc on this occafion woulj pay 
their court to the Englijh^ wha in confequence of mea* 
furl's previoufly taken, would prefmt ti^emfelves at 
S^fiftcheu where they might b-gin their conferences 
and prelimina'ies. It may be objedled that the ChU 
vefe a'e not ^q feeble as they are reprefented, and 
evenfome exampVs m^y be produced in fapport of 
theohjeflion ; th? moft rem^irkahle is when a fingle 
CA'«//^ pirate chaf'd away about 150 years agf>> thtt 
•i)w?ri who were fectinly eftabjifhed in the weflcrn 
part of the ifl uid of Formofa j befidr-s the firft rea- 
fon, viz. t'^at the Chinefe were at that time in therr 
7enith, another might be fufpefted, which the Dutch 
alone can adduce, Cuce they know it better than 
■jiny one elfc. The 
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The more one refle£t^ on thefe pofitions, and 
can^iclers the facility with whic'i the )LngllJh might 
render themfclves matters of the coafts which ap- 
proach China^ the more he is convinced of the truth 
which 1 have aUtfrteJ ; for if any one continues to of- 
fer further objefli on<, let us recoiled the time, not 
very far diftiiit, when ths E/ijIiA Wv*rc mafters of 
the Philipl'ines. Alanilh alone might be fuffici* 
cnt fr the fuppDrt of a fjnni.Lb!e fljet, and tins 
fleet aiways read/ to ail without bfs of uin?^ mi^^t 
keep in fabjtiSlion not only the ^b'.mp^ but any ( t.ier 
power which might op^ufethem. "Yaz Enii'i% be- 
tdesthe proJudtions ofthef-- illanJ?, wl,ich «rc rich, 
would become poflefleJ ofiheexclufiv? commerce of 
the produdionsandmanufailures of Qh'ina^ airJ their 
trade might encreafe with the countries arjunJ, 

The ^wi'/z/fe have been maftrrs of Manilla^ cf 
Luconia, and fome other of xht Philippine i Hands, 
wh.ch wcie ceded to Spain on term:* h gh'y advan- 
tageous. But on the event of a (rcih invaiion, who 
can prevent iheir retaking them ? The Spanijh gar- 
rifon ?— The native Indians} N'l — ith well known, 
that the united force o^ both would be infulficient, and 
inefFeduil. Many of thofc brave officers and fol- 
dicrs who captured ihefe iflands are ftill W^ng, an J 
ready to retake them j but, fuppofing w- hs>uo(J<?cl 
2 F our 
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our moderation, within certain limits, which even 
a part of Spain fhould approve ; might we not aci^ 
quire hj pacific meafure?, and by negociation, the 
fmall ifland of Majbat^ which is of no confe- 
quence to Spatn^ and which would be of the laft im- 
portance to England on account of it^ many, and 
commodious harbours? The natural jealoufy of 
Spain renders this imprafticable ; and yet, the 
fcparate parts of this hypothefis are not, in themfelvcs, 
of fufficient confequcnce to alarm European powers. 
Every thing might be accomplifhed without diftur- 
bance, without war, and with juftice ; but fuch is 
the actual ftate of politics in Europe^ that jealoufy, 
envy, right of reprifal, and even religious prejudi- 
ces, warp the judgments of men very much, even in 
the cabinet ; and it may be prefumed, that fliould £«- 
gland aim at extending the territories fhe has be- 
yond the liniy many nations would have recourfe to 
arms, to impede her progrefs ; but let her form a 
firm alliance with two certain powers, who fliall 
thare in her advantages, and fhe may then bid defi- 
since to the combined force of all other nations. 

If France could be firmly united on principles 
of inclination, as fhe ought to be on principles of 
interef!', with England^ thefe two nations alone are 
fuScient to give laws to all the world. Away with 

familf 
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family treaties; a reigning family fijoiild have no 
relations : The intereft of the ftatc is clifTercnt from 
the intereft of the prince. The grnnd difnculty 
(which probabably after the revolution will nor be 
fo great) is to find the means of fdtisfying France^ 
whofe politics beyond the line, (Irongly indicate 
the neceflity of colonies ar.d of fetllements, which 
flic will certainly acquire after a fliort period. 

The means of efFe£ling this point feem to me 
extremely obvious, and the advantages England 
now poffefs might be fccured to her; men of abili- 
ties, of power, of experience, and who are deeply 
verfed in the ftate of the two nations, mighty by unit- 
ing them, lay the foundation of general profperity; 
and it may be prefumed there is now, fome ground 
fo believe, that an union with men of different na- 
tions indeed, but of congenial fouls, will ta!:e plac® 
on the firm bafis of mutual and reciprocal intereft. 
Tho* it is to be wifhed, that the glorious fpirit of 
emulation and rivalry, which, has fo long exifted, 
may ftill exift, to prevent their falling into a ftate 
of iaafiivity and indolence. 

The 'Countries of which we have been treatnig, 
are perfed^ly known to the EngUfh^ not only rela- 
tively to their fituation, their prodti6Kons, and their 
aitual commerce ; but alfo relatively to the improve- 
ment 
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ircnt, of which they are capable ; it Wond be ufelefi, 
therefore, and unneceflary to fay more on that fub- 
jc£t at prefent. It may not be improper, in order to 
forma right notio.i of thefe countries, to view theifi 
as they really are, in a political and civil light; and 
to refufe to give credit to what has been advanced b^ 
miflionaries, whenever they have ftrayed out df 
their proper province, that, *I mean^ of religious 
matters. From the accounts Priefts have given, 
books have been complied by fame who have 
been a fliort pcriotl m ^uartcheu^ and by duel's 
who have never been there at all, and who have on- 
ly repeated the fame thing?, in different words 
What is advanced, therefore, in thofe letters, in 
thofe narratives, and in thofe vopges, is not con- 
formable to the real ftate of thingis,'nor to truth; fo 
that we may at lead fafely afTiime, that the face S 
things has undergone a flange metamorphafiy firttfe 
that period; one example may fuffice to eluci- 
date my meaning — It is gravely afferted in one t)f 
the edifying letters^ " That the Chinefe do not con- 
" fume half a pound of opium yearly," neverthe- 
lefs, it is now extremely well known to the Englijh 
£ajl India Company^ that the confumption of this 
drug in China^ isan article of importance to them, 

And to thole whom it concerns. 

This 
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This, I fay, may fuffice to convince us, that 
jn whatever relates to this country, and to others, 
of which we Qiall fpeak prcfently, the accounts 
of former writers are not to be depended upon . 
not even when they give us a pompous and fan- 
taflical defcription of towns and of palaces — much 
lefs when they prefume to talk dogmatically re- 
lative to the ftrength of the, countries adjacent 
to China. 

If credit were given to what has been pub* 
liflied oi Cochin China^ one would be tempted to be- 
lieve that the French are thofe who are cherifhed, 
honored, and prefered, to all other European nations, 
and by what has been aiferted, and by what we had 
a right to expeft from their relations, and their pre- 
tended habit of intimacy with the Emperor of that 
co'jntrv, the French (hould have derived great and 
folid advantages by the commerce they hoped to 
eftablifli: and inceed we have been led to imagine 
that they were about to form an eftablifhment fo 
firm, as might have produced confequenccs, by no 
means unimportant. 

But fo fpeak truly. Cochin China is inhabited 
by men, who, if they are not abfolufely favagc and 
barbaroti<?, are certainly but little civilized. Ene- 
mies to all ftrangers, they are repugnant to commerc ' 

evea . 
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even with tlair neighbours, and if they incline-, and 
fubmit to it at all, it is thro' neceffity, not inclina- 
tion. 

Strangers, Aat is to fay Europeans^ who ^Jft 
to trade with them, will always be fubjea to the 
grofeft and moft fliameful impofition, if they are not 
well armed ; there is fcarce the (hadow of gpvern- 
ment at Cochinchina^ no order, no laws, no union 
even among themfelves ; the lawoftheftrongeft is, in 
truth, their only law. Kings, to' compafs their wills, 
and to indulge and fatisfy their avaricious views, are 
not merely beyond meafure unjuft, but cruel to an 
extreme, cfpecially to thofe immediately in their em- 
ploy, their Minifters and courtiers : and thefe, in 
their turn cxercife the fame outrageous inj uftice 
and cruelty againft the people, fome individuals 
of whom, are often at the head of millions, to refift 
their Kings and Nobles, 

It is the general opinion, that Cochin China has 
often been fubjedl to the empire of China; and 
this opinion does not feem ill-founded 5 for the fitu- 
ation, the fimilarity of language, letters, and ma- 
ny of their ufages^ if they do not amount to cer- 
tainty, at Icaft render this opinion extremely proba- 
ble ; but th^wt the Cochin Chlnefe are originally de- 
fcended from the Chinefty is by no means fo. evident; 
their drefs, their manners, their religion, the very 

articulation 
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articulation and found of their language, their fta* 
ture and complexion, and their invincible averfion 
to decency, to the very fliadow of honefty, and to 
refinement, are reafons fufficiently cogent and con- 
clufive, to juftify the affertion we advance, that the 
Cochtn Chinefe did always compofe, and now fornc a 
feparate, unconneAed, and peculiar nation. It may 
not be improper to remind the readers, on this oc- 
cafion, of a propofition we have before cftablifhed, 
" That whole nations, as well as individuals, have, 
"and ever retain, certain particular charafterifties, 
" original, and indelible. " Such, and fo ftrong are 
the diftinguilhing character! ft ics of* this* people, 
that to miftake, or confound them with any other 
nation, is morally impoflible. 

r Tho* the Cochtn Chinefe have* had greater deaU * 
iiTgs with the French than with any other Europe Jd" 
nation whatever, yet they fear and rcfpsa the En^ ' 
glijh much more : It is not, however, the EngUjhmen 
of England they dread ; it is the Englljhmen cf Btn^ ~ 
gal^ of whom they ftand in awe. The origin, and 
courfcof this fear may be attributed to the exag- 
gerated report of three C^rA/;; Chintfe^ who, having - 
travelled by land from Bengal to Huet, the capitaj 
o( Cichin China^ reprefentcd the forts, the ftrength, ' 
the difcipline, jTnd the number of foldiers in that 
Ci fcttlemcnt 
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fcttlcment, in colors fufaciently terrific, to flrikcf 
them with a panic, they have not, as yet, been able 
to conquer. It is for this reafoii too, that they have 
ereded twohorfes, and two elephants (animals which 
they worfhip) facing towards Bengal, as thcfe ani. 
mals are the tutelary deities cf the country. The O?-^ 
chin Chinefe are firmly perfuadid, that they will give 
them notice, and protefl them from the invafions of 
the Englijh. If you objcdl to them, that thef^ ani- 
uials mad^ of ftone, have yet fpoke:i nothing, they 
will anf\ver you with much religious gravity, " It is 
becaufc the Englljh have, as yet, attempted noihing 
againft them from that quarter. 

The languor of trade throughout the ccuntry> 
and thefe coafts, -is not to be attributed merely to 
the diihouelly and /villainy of the Cochin Lhinefe ; 
the foil of tiie court^ry is generally not fertile, and 
the inhabitants are neither able, n;;r inclined, to.cul- .. 
tivate, crtoiinproveit; they have no manufidlures. 
The inhabitants of To^iq^titi w!io hive fegrega^ed , 
fome hundred years fifice, reproach them with in- , 
dolence and avirfi )n frc.m labir j and the greateft . 
punifhmcnt the government of Jcrquin could in- 
fli6l on the Cochin Chineje^ was to ient^ncc them to 
labour and cultivate the ground; which they never , 
do fpontaneoufly, but merely to obtain a little rice, 

their 
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their only fubfiflencc. But, if thro^ the exertion and 
addrefs of foTie man of power, they could be induc- 
ed to work th^ir m'ass, and cultivate their lanJs; 
toinftituteafiiery, and f:? para te thi {hdl-fiin from 
the rocks immcdiatCiy on their flio:es ; if ihcy could 
be obliged by fcverity, rather than by ir.dulgcnce, 
to defift from cheating and thieving; it is certain 
they might fumifli us with gold, dimio.ids, fui;erb 
ivory, and peails in abundance; money wculd net 
be, at firft, a fuilicisnt ir.duccmer.t to excite them 
to fuch 1 .boiious induflry, but thof- articles of which 
they are paflionat^ly fond, the very /ight of which 
tranfports th?m with j >y, and with an eager dcfire 
of pofleflion, n^'ghthe the means of effltSlirg much. 
The wants a:;d th^ t'efire: of a na.ion with whom 
we wi.Ti to cuhivat? commerce, are a pccu-i^r fludy : 
and on this tnowicdgecfcen dcpci ds th; fuccefs and 
util.ty cf a treaty of c unmeice and pr.litics ; and it 
is ever a great caufe of advantage to particular mer- 
chants, 

^ It i.rxpedient, thrr fo- (o know, xvhat thoft 
articles are whxh wi.'l exn'rc the Ccchin Ciwuf, to 
labor and to induPry. J do nrt a/Fcft to kn.w 
hem, but ft.ll fp.cifv^ rnar.y, which michc ccr, 
tai.,ly prove very c/Iicaci. u, and this knowledge I 
k'^vc gamed, p.nly M experience, and chiefly by 
^ ^ the 
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the intelligence have received on this fubjeA, 
(rom iiiany Cocbin Chirufe of difFcreat provinces, of 
different conditions, and of different inclinations and 
tempers. However as I now purpofc treating of 
other kingdoms, I decline entering on the fubjedt 
of thofe and other articles) till I fpeak ofChchin Chi* 
na. The lame method (hall be obferved in refpeA 
to Cbina^ and other places, concerning which 
manj thing remains yet to be faid ; it was adopt- 
ed to prevent the tedioufnefs attending a long dif- 
courfe on the fame fubjeA, and on the fame coun- 
try ; and, likewife, becaufe the peculiar connexion 
of one country with another^ feems to indicate and 
point out the utility of fuch method, and renders it 
at once eligible and proper 5 to all which confidera- 
tions, it might be added, that the pleafure of the 
reader is enhanced by thofe eafy tranfitions from 
country to country "^ travelling as it were with 
delight, and without fatigue. 

In confequence of this method, I fhall for the 
prefent leave Cochin China^ and with the readers per- 
miffion tranfport him to Pezu. So aJvantageoufly 
is this country fituated for commerce with all Euro^ 
//^« powers, eftablifhed in India yt^i^X, it is really fur- . 
prifing a more general and free communication 
does iiotexift between them^ Bengtl^ fituate, as 



THE ENGLISH NATION 53 

majr fay, on the very frontiers of Pe^Uy drives no 
♦cry important trade with that country ; and I am 
almoft induced to aflume, that neither the EngUpj^ 
nor any other Europeon nation haVe z perfedl knoV- 
Jcdge of thrs country. The accounts' merchants 
tod captains of veffcls have given us of ft, arc'cji- 
trcmelyimpcrfea, and unfatisfaaory ; and the nar- 
ratives of miflionaries arc erroneous, and unfound- 
«d, m'manyrefpe(a$, .^ .. 

Merchants and Captains remain in harbour ge^ 
ntvMy zt' Rangoon: ff here attentive to their own 
concerns, they have neither Icifurc, nor opportunity, 
nor even perihiffion,td occupy themfelves on other af- 
fairs. The Councilat Rangoon will not permit ftrart- 
gers to acquire any Cditfiderable local knowledge, 
and indeed the very fame motive operates with tht Cbi^ 
ii^onthefameoccafion. Whatever pralfemiifionaries 
may deferve on the fcore of that laudable zeal 
which has induced them to vifit this country, cei*- 
tkin it is, that in their narratives you will find many 
afTertions which neither bear the ftamp of jufticc, 
nor of truth ; devoted to the fpiritual fervice of fouls, 
they are concentered within the narrow fphere of a 
few Chrtfliansy who, wretched to an extreme, keep 
them fully employed on a concern very different and 
fui^ciently deplorable, that «f providiug them ^idi 
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food : For othevcif-?, and without this, farewell Cbrtf^ 
ttamty. Their louls buried in the contemplation 
tf God, and in profound nflc<Stion on charity to 
their r.cigl bcur?, carnotdcfctndto inveftigatc tem- 
pcralaffairs: We may, therefore, reafonably doubt of 
mhat they conilefctncl to advance on worldly fubjeds* 

What Doflor TViUlam Hunterh2LS^M\>\\{\[iti re* 
lafive to PegUy has thrown great light on that 
kingdom and its inhabitants, no doubt ; and his 
.cbfcrvatlons have laid a foundation for knowledge 
on many intere(ling"fubje<£^s. We may even ven- 
ture to fay, that the laudable and confiderate curi- 
cfity he hss evinced in the ftarch and inveft'gati- 
on of truih, has by no means proved abortive. But had 
he addtd fome other circumftances to many articles 
rn which he has treated, his writing had been mere 
inft»u6ti\e, and much more interefljng and pgreea- 
01? . For inflance when we are told that the 7a!afoys 
profefs celibacy^ we are hereby given tourde:fland, 
that no public or lawful commerce wi h the fex is 
pcrmitt? d, ortolerated : — now it is certain, evidmti 
and well known to all who have vifited this country^ 
that they do ad^ually crhabit with the ^ alapo'tn Nuns^ 
by whom they have children, who generirlly purfue 
the rccupation of their fathers \ and tho' they do ijot 
Conflitute adiftindl orfcparatc fe<fi, as many o. hers, 

do 
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do, it IS extremely unufuil, to <co a no^lce arrong 
them, who isnot immediatJy dcrcendeJfVoin tLein, 

To the 5. TV. and at the diftance oftbout 
fifteen leagues from Rangooji^ fiands a convent of 
Talap$ySy vulgarly called Tartas; here the fuperior of 
fome other mona(lerie% commonly refidrs ; ?:]d it is 
from hence we find, as may be reafoiiably furmifcd 
the origin and the caufe of the fi nilarity cxifl'ng 
bct«rcen the Tahtpoys and the Piicfts of the Ro;r.ij^ 
church; here you may fcefeveral books in Latin and 
Portuguezfj written in 1566, which treat of the li- 
turgy, of hierarchy, of ca.i.^iiicals J of morality, and 
of chriftian dogmas ; fj.ne, compofcd in t!iis bar- 
barous age, on medecinf, cheniiftry, adronomy, 
and voyages ; in irsny of tlicfe becks, younett 
lyith remarks written without doub: by Europsamy to 
whom th;:fe books formeily belonged. What then 
are we to conclude from all this ?. 'i'he n.oll: pro- 
bable conjedlure is, that this convent, many pans of 
which fcem to have bee:, built by Europeans^ f rmcr- 
ly belonged to tie Mijf.cnarles c( KoniCy who be- 
ing driven out at the time of th? pcrfccution, it was 
fcized upon by the ^ alapcys^ who have made of it a 
Convent for their own orders of Monks, 

Nevcrthelcf* there Is another hypcthefis better 

founded 
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f( iinded than the firft, and more conformable, pef-^ 
h?.ps, to the truth; that thcfc ^alapoySy inhabitants 
of this Conveniy arc, according to their own acknow- 
ledgement, and certain writings which thsy fcew^ 
in their own tongue, the defcendants of the fame, 
miflionaries. The fay that a fftztTaiapoy (perhaps 
an European Bifliop) was formerly fuperior of their *^ 
Ccnventy who, having feveral children, changed the. 
cu-ftoms whic^h he h^d brought froqi Europe^ took 
others, inflituted i\ew laws, which he obliged his, 
children (who were all TalqpcjsJ and fubjedl tohis^ 
will, to adopt, s|nd to which, they in their turn alfo, 
made additions. 

Perhaps this is a fable ; ncverthelefs, wheii 
it is confidercd, that the tradition is univcrfal in the; 
country,' that thcfe Talapoys^ flatter themfelves with*^ 
being defcended from a great European Talapifi^ 
that they arc themfelves looked upon as irifidek, by, ^ 
the greater part of the other Tahpoys^ aH this added- - 
to the flate of their Convent^ which evidently appears - 
to have belonged to- European^, to the booksr which . 
they prcf^rve, and many other circumflanceSf itap^ - 
pears certain, that their origin and the reafon for * 
their fimilitude to the Roman Talafoj^ is increaCed 
from the fame caufe. 



It 
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It is very true, that thcfe monks have t great 
deal of influence over the Council of Rangoon^ and 
upon the whole Government of P/fH. It is there, as 
ill other places^ the greateft deference is paid ty 
tcclefiaftics ; they have found out the Way to in(i« 
nuate themfelves into the confidence of the fiobles, 
ftnd. to obtain the refpe£t of the people ; to make 
tbemielves feared by men in office, and ro imprefs 
the public with a notion of the fan£tity of their ftate; 
excepting, neverthelefs, the other monks they have 
43ad the addrefs to (hare the power with the heads of 
Government, which is productive of the greateft ad« 
vantages to the one, and the other ; this, however, 
would not have lafted fo long, if they had not fup- 
ported each other reciprocally, ^ 

The conclufion to be drawn from what has 
been faid, is, that an able man with a littl^ affiftancc 
might obtain a great deal from the government of 
Pegu^ through the means of thcic ^alaftjs. The 
Meoon^ who Is the head of the Council of Rangoon^ 
the Reoon^ who is his fecond, zxt the principai 
agents of the kingdom ; they are refpe£ted ah^^Qbey- 
cd more or lefs in proportion as they aft more or 
lefs in concert witli the TalapTyi ; therefore, gaia 
thefe monks, and the Governors are gained, wha 
have it In th^r power to prove to the Europtans^ that 
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the commerce and riches of their country are much 
greater than they are at prefent imagined to be. 

It is not manufaflureJ wood alone, which 
might be brought from Piegu ; there are other arti- 
cles, if not more neccffary, certainly more valuable; 
the importation of which would not coft much. It 
wiltbe mentioned in another place what ought to 
be carried thither, and what might be imported : 
Suffice it at prefcrnt to fay, thatift'ie government of 
that country are a' ways upon their guard, concern- 
ing ftrangerp, it gppearr , that their caution is found- 
ed on rcafons furniiTicd from experience and ex- 
ample;' Yet it maybe well believed, that it is im- 
prefled with themoft favorable ideas of the Englijh', 
fince, having them for fach near neighbours, and 
certainly being well acquainted with their power and 
their fviccefs; inilejid cf (hewing them fear and dif- 
truft, ihey evince towards them, on the contrary, a 
great deal of good-wil!, attachment, and confidence. 
It were much to be wiflied, that the Englijh were in 
Tigu what ihey are in China \ it is certain that the 
a£lual government of Ptgu favois the EngVJh m'jch; 
but whether that prcceed«» from fear, or regard, it is 
right to profit by the circumHance, that l^e com- 
tnuni cation already fubfi fling between the two na- 
tions may become oioic lucrative and extehfive, afid 

even 
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even to ftrcngthcn ihofi ad/antages with (om^ troops, 
Th; EnglijhoMy^t dill to recoilw'^ tli if fj;tifi^J 
fecdeinjnis of Bjcim2n\d A\*grailU^ and, at th: fame 
time, th.y ojght not to forgcf, that their com:ntrc5 
was formerly of much mors confcqueiice than it is 
at pref^nt. 

If they have loft thofs fortifird pofts, that 
fhould not induce thesn to p^rfiadj the.nfjlvcs, 
that it is not necciTify for a trading comp.ny to 
havs forts; for if thefc forts h:iJ been ia crdw^r, they 
w5uld not have been lofl; m ^reovcr, the [cajf-s for 
thefe loffes which cxifted at that time, do n^t cxift 
at prefcnt. 

Alompro, the king of this cr>untr7, \vh3 
caufedall the inhabitants to revolt agaiii'l thtrirpri'ice, 
and who carried dcfolation over all i\\^ kingdom, if 
he hsd four times the number of foldlers lie hid, Wv)uM 
never have been able to have turned out t!:e E/ijl/\fy 
if he bad not had the affiftance of a number of i^/zcA 
prifoners of ftate, who were obliged to i.iflrufl the 
Pegulns^ to pu t themfelves at their iieafd, and to march 
sgainft the EngllJI) ; and the event was fjch, that they 
fucceedcd in their enterprifs?. Bur, at Viat time i\\z 
Englijh io:cts in /'/^z/ were not wc 11 difciplinfd; 
thofe of the prefent day are in a much better (late, 
and capable of repairing, with in:eren, the loiT.s of 
the laft forty years, 
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What ought to have infinitely more weight in 
exciting the Englijh to endeavor to eftablifb thtm< 
fclves in Pegu upon a better footing than they 
were originally, is, the confideration of thofe cir- 
cumftances which favor the attempt. I only rely 
here upon the regard, or fear, which the Govern^ 
ment of Pggu (hews, now, more than ever, for 
the Englifii and the favorable difpofltions of the 
Council of Rangoon^ aided, if neccffary, by the 
• good offices of fome 7alapoys^ wbofe affiftanc^ 
muft, without doubt, produce the moft advanta- 
geous confequenccs. It is certainly very praife- 
worthy to be delicate in tbefe affairs; but it is 
ftill more fo, not to carry delicacy too far : Thus 
the prcfent circumflances being favorable to the 
JEngU/h nation, why not profit by them ? What 
fraud would there be in it? Befides, the end that 
is propofed by aftions, decides the moral good or 
evil of them I and again, it is not only ]u^ that 
the Englifi fhould endeavor to re-cflablilh them- 
felves in tneir original fituation, and even to bctr 
tcr it, but ftill more, they ought to make the 
natives anfwerable for the evils they have unjuft- 
^y (ufFered ; and in the pjacc of thofc evils, to re- 
ceive the benefits. For the reft, a nation like 
jhe Englijhf who are the ftrongeft power in the 
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lajl Indies^ ought to flidter from violence, (the 
bad effeas attending the pc-fidiou ncfs of the 
Pfgulns)^ the merchantSi and the i nglijb trading 
veflels. 

If the Pegulns find too much jufli'-c and mild- 
nefs in the Europeans who trade in their country, 
the ftranger will certainly be always more abufed, 
and ill-treated, than if he fpoke in a louder tone. 
This makes us imagine that the more a perfon deals 
with them, by prefent, and fubmiffion, the Icfs rea- 
fonable they become. 

The more we refleft ho\y much all the Euro* 
pean nations fufFer from the black princes and their 
jTubjeds, very often in the purfc, feme times in bo- 
dy, and always in their feelings, the more reafon 
there is to beaftonifticd at their pojicy— each of thefe 
nations could puniih thefe barbarians, and crufh 
their combination, yet nothing is done. 

Amongst themfelves, thefe civilized nations, 
91s neighbours, dependant on each other, for their 
niutuai happincfs, and for the felicity of the indivi- 
duals belonging to their refpc^live ftates, having each 
troops which might .create fear, thefe, I fay, will 
noi fufier from ca;;li other without going tp war, 

or 
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cr demanding reparation ; }et fubmit to the great- 
fft infulis from ihc blacks, to whom afterward?, 
they make fubmiiljon?, fi.d Javifh prefcnts to re in- 
flate ibcmfclves in ihcir good giiices. 

Recalling to my memory what flio:king 
thirgs of this nature! have fcen 7.nd heard, brii.es to 
my mind a letter vihich the Kir.g of Pfgu Yf^otc 
feme years back to the (jovcrnment of Pondicherry\ 
the original of this letter vras forrr.erly kept in the 
archives of the city of yfv.7, but thcfi years laftpafl", 
it has been removed to Par:goct7y and ihofe who 
wiQi to fee, or even to copy it, may fatisfy thcm- 
fclves at very little (xpence; two final! ingots of fil- 
vcr \ ill fettle the bjUnefs : I cannot avoid giving 
the publick a copy, becaufe it is not altogether tlic 
fame as a frtnch author has pubiifhed. In the year 
1769, the Government of PondUherry fent a Chargg 
Voffairxo the King c{ Pe^t/^ with a letter, and con- 
fiderablc prefents ; the defign of this mifiion was to 
retrieve the Fr^wr A commerce in that kingdom, which 
had fallen into decay. T'he King rf P^^u anfwered 
chat letter, andl leave it to be j-dged, if it is poffi- 
ble to read it without being fired with indignation ; 
reverthelefs, they w^re flattered by »nd gloried in 
his expreflions ; and bcaiied of the honrr the Kin^ 
had ihcwu their delegate. They faid, thr.r this 

princfi 
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prince received him with a great deal of difl:in£lion 
and gave the mofl: fhining marks, of his regard for 
the French ration, and then fent him back charged— 
with w/iat? With prefents ? An handfomeand polite 
infrcr? Nothing cfthis ; he fcnt him back charged 
with a letter addreP/ed to the Government of PondU 
tbcrry^ of which this is a copy, faithfully cxtradled 
from the original ab )ve mentioned. It is dated from 
jfu^j ihc Tivetfih v[ i\\Q Moin^ of i\\c month Keiouk^ 
11,32. 

I, THE GREAT, thc Only, thc folc Empcrof of 
'Ava^ King of all Kings, and on whom every pow* 
cr depends; I tell yoi>, that the letter your Exbafla- 
dor, Fero^ has humbly presented to m?, has had the 
■great honor of being in my prefence; and like wife 
the pref;:nts, which it pleases me to accept ; to wit, 
a piece of red velvet, fomc pieces of gold and filver 
ftufF, gold and filver laces; a great quantity of can- 
non b^iUs, and bullets for guns; a great number of 
grenades, ready for ufe ; very fine gun p .wJer ; a 
thoufand knives, as many fuzees, (with their flints,) 
fome of which are mounted in goKl, and filver. 
"jkV/^r, my flave, has interpreted yoiir lerter to me, 
and I have heard, with indjigence, the expieflions 
it contains. I heard them in my magnificent pa- 
lace of gold, where it pleafcd inc to receive your 

EmbaiTador^ 
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Embaflador, who aflc?d me, in your name, to grant 
you the ifland of Malka^ to eftaWifli yourfelves in 5 
he aflccd me alio to reftore fifty Frenchmen^ who arc 
my flaves. I will n6t grant either of your requeitsj 
but I give Milar permiffion to tell me what it nc-^ 
ceflary for their maintenance. I give you leave to 
trade in itiy kingdom, and I exempt you from all 
duties. In confideratlon of this, it pleafes me to 
grant you Mangkth$$^ near Rangoon^ on the banks of 
the Neddi^ of the fpaceof 500 7 has in length, and 200 
in breadth ; (a Ihas^ is fcven geometrical paces) tlic 
Governor of Rangoon will caufe itto be meafured. AH 
French veffels that come into the harbor, (hall be ob- 
liged togive,faithfully,the regifter of their merchan- 
dizes, and of every thing elfe they may have on board, 
to the Governor of Rangion^ to the end that I may 
Tee what things 1 fhall take in the way of prefcnts, 
to indemnify me for my duties; forbidding you, 
ifrom lienceforth, to fell any ammunition for war, 
in my dominions, under pain of any penalty I maybe 
pleafed to impofe. The Governor of RangoinyfWX 
receive my orders upon this heaJ,(and will imme- 
diately vifit all the French veflcls which arrive,) and 
caufe them to be put up ; as foon as the merchandize 
is in the mazagines, and as foon as the veilels are 
at anchor in the harbour, I order that their rudders 
fliall be brought on Chore, together with their guns, 

and 
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aBd other arms i I return your EmbafTador with my 
anfwcr.'* 

Why has Mr, Sonnerai^ deceived in the trans- 
lation of this letter? Was it for fear of ftartling 
Parana by letting her know truly, how the 
French arc treated? On the contrary, would it not 
have been better to have fhewn the indignity of. 
fiich language ; and if that nation knew they were, 
treated by this King of Kings as his flaves, and that 
as foon as a Frenchman fet his foot on ground, he 
was confidercd as the King's flave, they would no 
longer fufFer thefe infults and humiliations. 

As much as one wifhes that the Government of 
Calcutta fliould render itfelf of more and more confe- 
qucnce in Pegu^ it is incontcftable that it might 
do fo 5 and the firft confequences of this confidcra- 
tion will produce the beneficial caufes of other ef- 
fe£is ; it is true, at feme diftance, but not the lefs 
certain and advantageous ; for, whether the form 
of the £;f^///4 Gov&rnment in India^ remains as it 
is, or is changed, Pegu^ by its fituation, the cha- 
rafter of its inhabitants, and the foreign alliances 
which it might form, is an object which merits 
and requires, on the part of the Ejiglijh^ the meft . 
ferious confideration. 

I Thb 
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The Pegulns^ arc, for the moft part, as «)n- 
fined in their knowledge as all the other Indians'^ 
but it is evident, that they furpafs them all, in ma- 
lice and avarice; and their fubtlety in deceiving and 
finding a multiplicity of means to over-reach, is 
inconceivable. Thofe even who compofe the Coun- 
cils of Government, who are heads of the tribunals 
of juftice, the King's minifters, the King himfelfy 
and all thofe who reprefent him, adl for him, and 
in his name, do not conduit themfelves otherwife 
than the individuals of the lowed clafs of the people. 
With fuch people, mildncfs, confidence, and every 
virtue, will produce no good efFed; and aperfon is 
always the dupe. It is plain then, from what has 
been faid, that they muft be dealt with in another 
manner ; by treating them with violence, flrength- 
ened by juftice, the Englijh may re-eftablilh them- 
felves in Pe^u more advantageoufly than before 
they evacuated Bacim and NegrailU. They will 
not only experience a fcnfible difference in their fa- 
vor, refpedling commerce, and the manner of con- 
ducing it ; but they will be, by this means, before 
hand, in forming alliances that Pezu is already fo- 
licited to contraft, with other nations, which 
might, in the end, occafion trouble to the Gpvcra- 
xncnt of Calcutta. 

A MAK 
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A MAN is often enabled, by laying hold of a cri- 
tical moment, fuccefsfully to cffcd: the grcatcft ac- 
tions, and flill oftcner, from the contrary reafon, 
unableto accomplifli thofc of lefs moment; and 
confcqucntly one has fuflicient Icifurc upon that oc- 
cafion, and in tlie aftonifhment at feeing the un« 
looked for good fortune of the competitors, to con- 
template one's own misfortunes ; for, without a 
doubf, in many cafes, the profperity of one pcrfon, 
is a caufe of ferious unhappinefs to others. 

This does not' apply to Pegu alone, but it 
might, and ought, to extend to each, and every 
place, where any thing can be done, and there is a 
right to do it, 

China, for the prefent, is, perhaps, the chief 
p!atfe, to- which what has been faid applies. Lord 
Cliire firft conceived (he idea, and the hope*, of ciori- 
<|ueriiig it ; his genius was certainly fufEcicrttJy ca* 
pacious, and happy, to conceive and execute it. Ht 
found great oppofitiofi to his plan, and his projc^ 
fell into oblivion ; however, it it. pt fomctimes men- 
tioned, as a means of paying the National Debt ;^ 
which (fome trip e>:cepted) daily encreafes— Why 
conquer China? The complaints which the EngU/b 
c:an urge againft the Chimfe Govcrnmerft, arc not 
I 2 of 
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of fuch a nature as to authorize them to conquer 
tliat country ? Their grievances, being of a fcri- 
ous nature furniiTi the Englifk^ if not with the right 
of demanding from the court of Pekln^ fatisfaaion 
lor the infults offered to the flag of Great Britain^ 
nr.d rfpiration for the perfonal and pecuniary irj i- 
i-ics fuflwrcd by her own fubjeflsj yet, certainly, to 
obtain an affurance and guarantee for a Treaty of 
Commerce t» be eftablilhed for the future. This 
rrnicable conduft infufEcient, the rights of the En- 
fUJh to invade China will be encreafcd both in num- 
ber and weight; then their forces might appear, and 
as foonas they arrived, might proceed to ^uanchtu^ 
without anyrifque of being obdruded in the courfc 
of their voyage by the Tartars, 

There arc defcriptions enough of ^taneheu^ 
of its river, and of the flat grounds which furround 
it, which rcncLTS it unnecefTary to add one here; 
it is fuflScient then to fay, that the city of ^uancheu 
the capital of the province of ^uantofJi^ of which 
the ftreets arc really handfome enough, but very 
narrow; of which, the houfes are low and of dried 
earthy whofe fquares are in great number, and of 
which the whole is truly curious, is not more than 
fifteen EngUJh miles in circumference, reckoning it 

even 
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even to the third wall, by which it is fjrrounded ; 
and that the number of inhabi'.ants amounts a-t the 
nioft to 800,000, comprehending, ia that calcula- 
tion, the Grangers and the foldierir 

The grounds on both fides of the river arc lovir 
and covered with rice, and the adjacent mountains 
produce nothing but firewood. Notivithftanding, 
the fertile and vaft plains which fur round the town, 
famine is often felt there, and makes lamentable ra- 
vages. If rice fails, the Chintfe poor arc ruined; 

they muft die with hunger, as they do not attend to 
rultivating their lands, with other kinds of grain; the 
fimc error in agriculture, is every where vif]ble> 

From ^uancheu to Pekh^ the diftancf is near- 
ly 1000 Englt/h miles. This pifTage i< made in large 
boats, or inclofed vehicles. It is hardly permitted 
to open fomc windows of them, to take the air, 
and to fee the places through which one pafles 5 fo 
that thofe who have travelled this way, can fcarcely 
giv/^a'TT^ relations, except very imperfc<^ ones. It 
is nit impoinble for an Hurnpean to find pretences 
or means to go to Pekin ; m^Jthtfrnatics, painting, 
phyfick, alho'iomy, and block-making, furniih 
thofe pretenc»*s; but he rifksli^e who attempts topafs 
hcyond Pukin'f there is no mode except ftratagem. 
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by which an infpeaor can cfcape ; and thtit which is 
Ypoken oFat the begining of this work, is the nioft 
ufcful and the Icaft dangerous. 

I Shall fay but few words on what rcfpc£ts the 

capital. It is certainly very confiderable; however, 

when one paffes thro' it v/ith the accounts in the 

ftand which are given to us, one meets not with it; 

One knows it not J it i^uft be, that affairs have much 

clVdnged. Pck'm, in reckoning the tartanan city" 

sfrfd fhe Chin'tfe, txszj beaboiit 2061^21 K«//?/?» miles, 

lYi citcumference : Its ftreets are fpacious ; btit thty* 

arc fo dirty, and filled with futfh miferable hT^iifes, 

rfrat t^'*y lofe much of the grandetfr which' i^bulc? 

oth<-rwifci refuit from their fize. In every quarter 

are (hops. Alas ^ What fliops ! They have nothing 

handfomc but their exterior, which forms a ftriking* 

comrart of colors i they fall much fliort of thc'rich- 

nefs and the neatnefs of the handfonie warehoufes of 

turope. 1 hey reckon that the city contains fome' 

ti^Sat more thin two millions of inhabitants ; the 

(urplus which thev afTert to be there, one finds riot, 

And much lefs when the Court is not there. 

The palaces of the Emperor are in great nuiri-' 
Bcrsp : one only among them, ftrikes and aftoniflics* 
the flranger;*its grcatriffs, its height, tlic num- 

bff 
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ber of its little towers, the colours, the luftre of 
the gilt lead, which is upon its four hundred domes ; 
its three parts, each of them of the ^eighth of forty 
feet, the great fquare which is before it, always fill- 
ed with tbou£inds of pcrfons, who filch, who fwcar, 
wJiQ bruifc each other by blows of the elbows, and 
who ftun one fo, that the head turns round i all 
thefe together, produce aftonlQiment. Itisinthi? 
palace the Emperor a<f)^ally refide^s : it is fix miles 
in circiin^fcraace. 

One is, on the contrary, aftoniflied not to fee 
in the famous TtmpU ofthi Earthy (where the Em- 
peror went formierly once in the year to perform 
the ceremony of the plough,) anything tnpre than 
an ordinary edifice ; that Is to fay, fuch as we fc« 
very often \ti 1 urky^ and in Hindojian \ a greJ\t dome, 
a tower, a fpacc of arable laad ; forms the whole. 
Never tbelefs when we read the defer ipti on? that the 
7<5/i///i have given of it, we form a difflirent idea; 
as to the reft, it is not fo aSonifliing, that this 
city as the imperial refidence, as capital of Pekfliy 
one of the moft fertile provinces of Cbina^ Ihcul.d 
contain immenfe riches. 

The commerce which the EvgUjh carry on now 
in Onnay is not what it might be. Who would be- 
lieve, 
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lievp, that the Chinefe hardly ever fell their tea with- 
out having boiled it ? This truth will difpleafe naany ; 
but it is not the lefs true ; and it is alfo very truf> 
that the rhubarb, and other roots which we buy 
there, pafs thro' warm water before they are fold. 
The fine fugar candy which is fold generally at the 
the rate of four fols and half the pound, (French mo- ' 
rey,) is not fold for the half of that price to the people 
of the country. They cry out after this, and com- 
plain loudly in England of the dearnefs of the fugar. 
The mufk which they defline for the Europeans^ is 
very often counterfeited, and in fuch a manner, that 
one can hardly call it mu(k. It is the lungs of the 
fame goat which fiirnifhes the beft fort, well pul- 
verized, and incorporated with the veficle, and the 
bladder, which contains the true mufk. It is known 
that the two forts of goats which yield the mufk, are 
common in feveral provinces of the Empire ; but 
the mufk, the moft precious, becaufe mod rare, and 
which the Europeans cannot even fee^ is extrafted from 
another animal, which \% called Mots-uze^ which much 
refembles the JVoIf^ reddifh, and of the fame fize. 
This'animal is found in the province of Pekeli^ to 
the weftward of Pekln^ on the mountains s it is car- 
nivorou?, and even ferocious. 

The filks manufailttred, or raw, the paper?, 

pidurc?. 
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piSurcs, furniture of every kind, porcelairi) rent of 
houf^s, or land on which the Europeans ^^ave Iniilt 
houfcs, provifions, and all the moft necefliry arti- 
cles, hare a price much higher for the Europeant^ 
and particularly for the Ehglt/bj than for the Chinefe. 
It is only in infults, contempt, and opprefflon, that 
the Chtnefe Government is more generous towardi 
the Eurspeans than to the natives. 

On the contrary, virhen the European wifhesU 
fell the merchandize which he has brought, he Is ob- 
liged to difpofe of it atthelojveft price, which comes 
tohim, dill more diminifhed by thofe, who are fct 
over this branch of public buflnefs by the Govern- 
ment. It is known, that in fpite of all thcfe obfti- 
clcs, and all the knavery of the Chinefe^ the Europe^ 
an merchant g^ins always ; but befidfS th'; did! no • 
tion which has been mide '>n the J?rticle ofthe gz\n% 
of commerce, which ought to be conful ted, one may 
be permitted to fay here, that nations and ftates can- 
not reap benefit from this commerce. 

It appears that the Eunpeans in Cbina v/Ithout 
cxercifing any monopoly; with an exrerio-,much Ic f^ 
humble; and confining within bounds the prefenrs 
which they now give with profurior:, migh: comfcl 
the Chtnefe to produce better mcrchanJ/ZcS and at 
the current prices of the country. This ilngle pl;.n 
K vvtU 
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well Cfxeeuled, would pfcdiicet6 the En^Ujh^ in the 
i.fMirchafe of' goods, more than too per cent, difFer- 
jcncei .'in their favor. 

The dvwcc of foreign wares, which the Eurt^ 
ftans import into Ghlna^ will Ukewife make the dif^ 
irrence of the (ale be left in their favor. 

On the choice alone, depends the total change. 
Is it not alfo aftoni&ing that there are articles of 
merchandize ia Eurepe^ and clfewhere, which have 
never been brought into China^ and which, iicver* 
thclefs, would have the preference to thofe, which 
people import there at prefcnt, and which difFufing 
themfelves throughout the provinces of the empire, 
would give a better appearance to commerce? But 
here one would be to' be pitied, if the other means did 
not concur: For it is faid conftantlj', thatifthef 
punifh not the craftinefs and rogJiery of the Chimfi^ 
and if they oblige not the Court of Pekin to deal 
othervvife vviih the Europeans^ thofe would never fle- 
eced, in doing any thing of confeqqcnce. 

Leaving th^ matter, 'till the Engl'^Jh Govern- 
ment may judge it proper to take other meafures 
relative to this fubjefl:, and that private mcrchiinti 
find means to render their CAina trade more fa- 
vorable; 
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Table, I will engage the reader on other intcr-efting;* 
bje£ls, and which may become more fojn future,^ 
circumftances favor. . . 

We have alreadjr faid above^ that there. Mci.tai 
e weft Wi^rd of Pekln high mountains, which ate : 
ftant from that capital about fifty Englijh miles.: It 
left difficult for aftranger to remain there\ with- 
it t)€ingdifcovercd, than any whereelfe; bebaufe they 
•einhabitcd in a grcatmcafure by Ch'riJ}ians\ wiiof 
'illingly grant proteftion, and afliftancr, to am' 
uroptan who beftows a little- money, and who lag 
ritb prudence. If this ftranger has a devout appear- 
nee, if he fpealci of religion, if he difcoverfrzifalj. 
nd much more, if he is recommended by fome Mif- . 
onarics, he is fure of receiving from thefe ChHJlU 
US every pofSble afliftancc. 

In the valley formed by thefc mountains^ therc.is 
I little city, which they call fVooJfi^thteni At. the. 
liftance of three Eriglijh Wi\\t% from it, iher6!s a paf-'^ 
age, najrgw, and difScult to clear; on ;u:countof 
)6intcd rocks, which occupy it ; and alfo 01^ accownt^ 
)f the precipliw, which furround it j thi$ paflage - 
rbndiifls to other mountains^ more high and more., 
fcffitate of veriure than the firft. The moft.r^^Ta; 
markable among tliem is one which they call 
K 2 Dujmu^ 
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Dufm^tfclt. It contains mines of gold. In dig- 
ging ir, gold is foiind in abundance, and in its 
four different ftates. All thcfe ftates have their 
relation to the fole divifibility of that metal. One 
finds it at fmall diftances, in powder, in fparkles, 
in.fmall and large grains, and in fillets. There 
are fomc grains, weighing as much as two drachms. 

There arc fillets which are entirely diftinft 
fiom each other; and there are parcels, of which, 
the threads are in fuch a manner united, that one 
cannot feparate them without difficulty. 

Their duiSlility is \n proportion to the greater 
or Icfs mixture of other fubftances, with the gold. 
It is there that one difcovers eafily, and without 
being deceived, the primitive mines of that metal 
which have produced, in the courfeof time, furrows 
in the quartz, which is of a gredt thrcknefs, per- 
pendicularly placed, as far as the depth of feventeen 
feet. This quartz exhibits pretty deep crevices, and 
inthofe, the gold is, and repofes tranquility. 

• This metal is here in abundance ; and of a good 
quality, fincb it is of twenty carats. The mixture 
which itcontainf, is only filver, which augments, 
and 'diminiflie?, according to the pofition of the. 
B6ilintain, more or lefs o|:en and exppfed tothe fbutb-. 
'-■^ ' • ' ■ " • -' ' 'and 
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and to the north. Thtfc two metals in ihcfc primi- 
tive mines, arc merely found together j yet do net ap- 
pear to make a common mafs, and the vitreous ftone 
on which they are in form of crud, or in little fur- 
faces, equal and polifhcd, make none or hardly 
any refinance to the inftrument which endeavours 
to detach them — This vitreous flone expofcd to 
the reverberating fire, gives a whitifh lime, a little 
fliining, foft to the touch, infipid to the p::]ate, 
eafily united with other matters, and which refifts 
fire when expofed to its aftion. This quality might 
induce one to believe, that the principal material 
of the C/j//i^ porcelains is this lime, which is found 
in abundance in fevcral provinces. 

At a very little diftance from thefc primitive 
mines, thefe fame mountains prefeot cavities form- 
ed by the violence of. the impetuous torrents when 
the rains fall. In thefe ravines, and at their bot- 
tom, the gold is found in mafles j and after the rains, 
the harveft of it is abundant. It ha^ .no mixture^ 

It remains here to enquire, what were the 
means by which thefe pure mafles pf gold were fc- 
jtoratcd from the mixture of the filver, which exift- 
ed in the primitive mines : For, if the impetuofity 
of the motion of the waters, and the friftion of 

ftrange bodies, arc thcphyficalcaufesof it, it follows 

naturally, 
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■p^turally, that thefe maffcs, which are found on tbef 
fl'itS of the torrent*, t)r in thtir beds, fliould have a 
lei^ vc'ume than that which they had in the primi- 
tive mines; but on the contrary; thefe mafics are of 
■greater fizs and purity, after having been feparated 
from the filver, which ihey contained, 

I SHALL net be able to hazard^hy other rea- 
fon for this phenomenon, than the following. I 
have tbferved before, that the gold in ihefe primi- 
tive mi:ie<, (whkh- are cafily difcovered in the 
mountains^ of which we f peak,) is of twenty ca- 
ratFj and that the four which are wanting, for the 
h'ghcft perfeftion of gold, are rarely fuund. So 
that fuppofing a niafs rf gold of the quality of twen- 
ty carats in the primitive mine, weighing an ounce 
of eight drachms, with a mixture rf four fci-uples of 
fclvcr : that would ^nake a' bod'y of riine drachms, and 
oncfcruple. If this nrrafs'has been diminilhed in h^ 
weight, anditsfec, by the rolling, by the friflion* 
and by other mbtions of the water?, of the ftoncs> 
and of the bodies which may have agitated ity 
perhaps it hasbee?n broken, or worn. In this qafe, 
if the filver which was with the gold, was merely 
an incruftation, or envelope," the matter would 
be clear, that the monons, and the rubbings, havfi 
but deprived it of its cruft and of its coat, and 

laTe 
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have rendered it pure, as one finds it in the beds 
of the torrents, on their fiUes, and even on tlie 
furface of the contiguous grounds. 

But the difficulty of the more voluminous 
haafsflill rcnriains; to refolve it, I cnnnot imagrinc 
any other reafony except the one I have oiterco, but 
inverted; that is to fay, that the fame motions, the 
fame impetuofity, the fame rollings, and the fame 
^ri^ions, have been the fufficient folvent, and the 
fiecefiary one, to decompofe the mafs which was 
part of the primitive niii^e, atkd to fopiirHtc ii»e two 
mixed metals ; but more than this, that they have 
had the force, and capacity,- to re-uiuie aher their 
total, or partial fep-traiion, a grtaier qu^juity oi ilw 
fafT»e homogeneous nituliick parts, for example. Of 
gola*^ and that in fine, thcfe re-united maiics are 
^bat are found in the beds and lid€« of the tor- 
rents, of larger fizes than in the primitive mineir. 
In this fuppofition, thtfe larger mafie^ would not bfe 
the fame which ex KKd before in the mines, and -have 
been detached from them. T hofe verf din chcmifi. 
try know well, that in fevera! operaiiofw, the fiimt 
caufes y^\\\Q\\ produce an eftedl, qtm\ deflroy it, an^ 
produce a quite contrary one, by the inverfe reafoiit 
oF the canf^5 and the cfFcc5):s, and by circumf^ancct 
l^dcJ or taken away. The phjfic^ ciOf^'theH; 

wbick 
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/ wh'ch has deftroycd the little mafTes of gold mixed 

- *iiih filvcr, at the time of their violent detachment 
from the mines, and their impetuous rollings, can 
have produced other mafTes larger, and purer. The 

' ftrong and almoft irrcfuiable attra£lioii of the gold 
* and mercury, and their apparent identity of princi- 
ples, and origin, has caufed people to believe that 
fhoie two matters Ihould be found almoft always in 
"•malgatiation together, or innp^,rfc6i\y feparated ; 
how^vt-r, it wou'd be difficult to adduce any cx- 
. ample, where mercury has penetrated gold, or form- 
ed a iingle mafs intiijificaljy mix^d : For gold is h 
fixwd, and mercury i'o volatile, that it appears hardly 
po.iible, that thofe two bodies, could ever have been 
al'ie to fonn a jun<:l'Oii fo as to ellablifli themfelves 
i*'fe;.ciicri and it i^p^^ears ciedibic, mat it is rather 
by circumftances, particular, and unlocked for, and 
by fortuitous caufes, that they are found in contact. 
.One finglc place known in all thefe mountains,(which 
for the moft part conceal mines of gold) contains a 
kind of fpring of mercury, which has a color much 
more deep than that of the mercury of Europe^ and 
a difagreeable odour jits weight alfo differs from t)i^ 
European metal, fince a phial containing ten 
punccs of that of Europe^ contains of the kind we 
fpeak of, only feven ounces, and fonie grains ; it 

therefore fills more fpacej and is more porous* 

- ' And' 
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And fince wc have imperceptibly again enter* 
ed upon the fubjedl of Chi'^a^ an opportunity ofFcrs 
to repeat, that the c'ty of ^inncheu^ its river, en- 
viron?, perhaps all the province of ^anitng^ its 
commerce and every thirg which is attached to it, 
will very fliorily belong to you, Engllfimen^ if 
you chufe it. Afterwards, employ ihe fruits of this 
^•nqufft^ as many wifli you fhould, in extinjruifliing 
the National Debt, or Jet it be divided, and diflri- 
buted, without confidering the cbjcft, amcngft a 
certain number of individuals, as is the vcifli of ma- 
ny others. The thing would be as efFtaually done 
in cither cafe; the Engl'tjh would n:tbe Icfs maflers 
of ^anchcu^ its dependencies, and the immenfe 
profits refulting to the nation. 

Ten thoufand fepoy?, and two-thoufand £»• 
gltjh^ would be fuflicient to defend, and prcfervc^ 
this roncjuefl-, v/ithout reckoning foyr frigates, on 
the coaft, an^ fome floops going continually up and 
down near the (here. Even in ♦he beginning, tbff 
maintenance of thefe troops would not cod the fe-» 
ventieth part of the revenues rcfuhir-g from this con- 
queft, and before the expiration of fix years, thefi? 
I^^vcnues would be doubled. 

I«r ThU 
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This laea is founded upon the fuppofition, th^t 
the Chine fty feeing and hearing, the juftice and mil^- 
ftcfs of the European government, numbers of them 
would efcapc from their rcrpeiSive provinces, to fctr 
tie themfelves in ^antong^ vj^herc tkcy would have 
nothing to fear, from injufticc or extortion. The 
manufaiflures would be in a fair way, commerce 
daily augment, the numbers being grcatpr, the 
quantity of Eurofean produd^ions confumed, would 
lilcewife cncrcafe, in proportion as they fbould be. 
come neccflary, which it would not be difficult ta 
make them. The Bank of Englai^d, would 
be in a flour ifhing Oa(e, as well a$ the private for- 
tunes of individuals. 

As recruits, the perfonal feryice of the Chinefi^ 
muft not be expe£led ; they are not calculated for a 
military life, they will rea(3ily pay, a fufficient fum, 
to bring them from India and bclides, there 
will be found in Chuia a number of Mujnlmen^ who 
will be happy in an opportunity of g<"t ing into the 
Engl\(h fervice. It is proper in this place to men- 
tion, by what means the Mtijulmtn of China have 
multiplied fo uncommonly. 

The Chinefe^ whcm many authors have depidl- 

cd 
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fed to us, as wife, and happy beings, governed by 
j^hilofopher-Emperors, and Minifters, arc often o- 
bliged by famine, and ftill of tener by the defpotic c- 
normities of government, by fome means or other to 
difengage themfelves from, and make away with> 
their children; if they are not [able to fell, they moft 
Commonly drown them. 

The very fmall number of Mufulmen^ who 
were in China^ about the middle of the laft cen- 
tury, began) at that period, to buy the Chintfa 
children, whom they immediately rendered MuJuU 
men^ by circumcifion j and afterwards, inftrufted 
them to read, write, and pray, in Jrabic i they 
allowed them fome privileges, procured them 
the jmeans of fubfiftence, married them, and they 
multiplyed. This profeljtc pradtice, not only cx- 
Jfts at this day \ but is fo much eftablifhed, and 
thcfc Mufulmerty have encrcafed to fuch a degree^ 
that it is not uncommon, to fee villages and towns 
inhabited by them alone. The wife and fenfible 
Chinefty feeing fo eafy a mode of felling their chil- 
dren, accuftomed themfelves, to the doing it, with^^ 
out the fmallcft fcruple. The province, of ^an^ 
iong alone, according to the general opinion, con- 
tains nearly 80,000 Atufulmen. It is not therefore 

La to 
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aftonifhlng, to fee them in fuch numbers throughout 

the empire. It muft, however, be acknowledged, 

that they are neither fo vigorous, nor fo brave; but 

itiuch more traftible, than the Mufuhrun of other 

countries. They are however, much better, than 

the Cbinefe Tartars. Befidcs thefe Mujulmsn^ which 

mlg'u eafily be made ufe of, as recruits, there are 

liicevvife particulaily in the province of ^uantong^ a 

nu;iib.-rof ftraigers, fjme of them are unknown, 

bat the others are acknowledged, that is to fay, 

their parents, iheir country, and their conduct aro 

known. Milit^iry Difcipline would render the one 

and the other uferil. The confideration of their 

fccure and c.-rtain rubri1:ence would attach them to, 

and even make them love, the EngUJk fervice, as 

will be readily f<ien, in another place. There are 

likewife, another fpecics of ftrangers to be found, 

who nevertheltTs dr> not anfwer this defcription. 

Thefc are pretended Spaniards^ or Portuguefe^ who 

are born in China^ or its neighbourhood. The men 

are generally poor and proud ; they, however, feek 

employment for a livelihood. They undcrftand the 

ChinefeUngw^^Q, manners, and cunning j they kno\r 

the local fituation of the province?, fo, that not with— 

ftanding they are not the bed fubje5ts in the world, 

they may be made ufe of when occafion offers j and 



it 



THE ENGLISH NATION 85 

It IS neceflary to obferve, that they very willingly 
and with a good grace, give ear to all. 

Its lands plains, canals, and rivers are fufE- 
f i©nt for the fupport, of fix times the number of in- 
habitants that arc in the province of ^lantsng; end 
it would not be prejudiciil to buIlJ forts, caftles, 
palaces, and gardens. Why fow all the lands with 
rice? If rice fails, famine is the confequcnce ; it 
would be better to fow them with di^erent kinds of 
grain, that if one failed, another might fupply its 
place. 

The more the talent of ths Chinefe for ajrl- 
culture, in general, is boafted of, and particularly 
in the diltribution of water, the more one is afto- 
niflied, that dearths (liould make fuch frequent ra- 
vages : For after all, the innumerable canals which 
intcrfedl this empire in every diredlion, are always 
full of water, and there is never a dearth but in 
thofe years when little rains falls. In what then 
does it confifl-, if they are not capable of drawing 
up the water fronc the canals, and difperfing it over 
the fields? This boafted cleverncfs of the Chinefe^ 
confifts in their making great ditches on fuch moun- 
tains as arc capable of being made hollow, filling 
thcfc ditches with water when it rains, and fufFer- 
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ing it to efcape, from all fides, when it is wanted. 
Thcfe mountains and hills, ithofe atleaft which are 
fufceptible of cultivation,) are tiljcd and arranged in 
fuch an order, that they form feveral landing places^ 
each of which retains as much of the w^r, which 
funs from the top, as is neccflary, and fuffers the fu- 
perfluity, to run upon the others; and afterwards, if 
thefe refervoirs arc fufficiently large, to contain a 
groat quantity, it is fufFered to run and^difperfe irfclf 
over the plains, and water the furfade of the Yur^ 
rounding fields, all thefe mancuvrcs are for rice 
alone, which is almoft their only food. 

Thi EngUJh would foon find means by fomtf 
cafy piece of mechaniim, with very little expence^ 
to draw up as much water as they wiflied todifperfe 
over the plains; and they would foon difcover,' 
that thofe plains were capable of other cultivation 
befides that of rice. As much of this grain ought 
to be fown in the province of ^antong^ as fliould 
be ncceflary for the confumption of its inhabitants^ 
and ncareft neighbours, during two years, to thcfe 
they might difperfe it in cafe of need, and lofe no- 
thing by the exchange, and in the event of want, 
Ihc EngUJh^ matters of the province of ^antong^ 
will have the plcafure^ Of being ufeful to theii* 

ncFgbbours* 
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neighbours. The means they mnkc vf^ of tq 
pblige them, will decide in a great ireafure 
mcafarc, their attachment to the government, an4 
Englijh individuals. When the EngUjh firft began 
to cftabliQi themfeives abfolutely, in fomc parts of 
Indta^ the governn^ent of the Indians fcarcely dcfcrv- 
ed that name; almoft every province had a fovereign; 
the Great Mogtil was only (properly fpeaking) rhc 
fovereign in many kingdoms of the peninfula, whicl^ 
was divided by intereft-, and torn by fadion; it was 
not then, very difficult to feize on fome places, ag- 
grandize themfeives, ant} preferve their conquefts ; 
China is governed quite otherwife. There is only 
the Emperor, who is fole fovereign : Viceroys^ and 
and every order of the Mandarins^ govern in the 
name, and by virtue of the power they have from 
the Emperor; the forces of China^ are not divided. 
pow then could this empire fuffVr the EngUfh to fcize 
on fo great, fo fine and flourifhing a province, as 
that of ^^antong^ and keep it. To this it may be 
anfwcred, that it is very natural to believe, t|ie em- 
pire wouM not voluntarily fufter it ; but it is not 
ajuft conclufionto draw, that the Englijh could not 
feize and retain it, becaufc the Chine/e would difap* 
prove of their doing fo. How many things do peo- 
ple fufFer 'againfl their will? It is certain, that the 

Chinefi 
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Chinefo. woulJ not willingly pfrmit fuch a difmcm* 
btrn:entj but that would not prevent the Englijh 
from proceecHrg their own way. What would the 
Court of Ptkin do in that ciife ? Thoufands of Tar^ 
tnrs would be ordered %o ^ancbeu to a£t againft thf 

The Chincfe in the fpace of eight month?, wouM 
fcarccly be able to fend fifty or fixty thoufa;id effedlivp 
men into the diftricSt of ^lancheu. They would, 
perhaps* confider another eight months, before they 
refolved to appear before the Englijh* But that is 
rot all ; For there is room to believe, that after theiy 
decifion, they would not fight them. Bcfidf s who 
would fuftain thcfe Tartars^ in their march ? Who 
would dirc6l them? V7ho would formafiege? We 
have already faid, that the Chincfe effemnate, and cow- 
ardly ; and the Tartarian Chinefe, refcmblc them 
^Icfely. 

The march o( thtChlne/^ troops docs not exceed 
fix miles in a day. They go altc gciher, and there 
are only imperial magazines en the roads, which are 
never filled. The inhabitants and peafants, always 
ikvc themfelves, at the approach of the im[eiial 
Uoops becaufe ihofe troops are, in that rcfpeft only, 

Tru« 
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True Tartars, that is to fay, they pillage^ ftcil^ 

carry off, maflacre and burn. 

At this time they have in China^ only two nten 
capable of directing a march, or forming a fiegt ; 
the one is Ktsoup-ktsi, who guards the frontiers 
of Tartaryj and is encamped far beyond the wa!U 
The other is Pi— pi who is in the province of y«;f- 
nan. .This Idl General is fo renowned in Chinas 
|hat they call him the Murdih^r. Vz^vi means 
Fish. Tbcfc two Generals have, they fay, juftljr 
gained the confidence of the Emperor and nation ; 
but if we examine, on what this confidence is found- 
ed, we fhall find, that they have often beat the re« 
volled Chintfe^ that they have taken their mud fprtf, 
and have even repelled the incurfions of fome T«r^« 
riflH hordes. But all thofe exploits do not render 
thsm t90 terrible for diciplined troops. We may 
even be inclined to believe, that if they were or- 
dered from frontiers, as remote as they are, to march 
to ^uancheuy they would have prudence and addrefs 
enough to find pretences of excufe from marching; 
They arc jealous of their rcputatioiji which would 
fuff^ without doubt, and they woviid lofe their be^ds 
at the fame time. 

Amothsr reflexion we may make bere^ 1%^ 

that the Court QiPtkin might be obftinate in chu- 
M iing 



, ^ OBJECTS INTERESTING TO 

'. fing to trouble the new mafters of ^uantgng^ and 
would fend troops there ; but this mode of carrying 
on war^ by detachments, whuld not be of long con- 
' tinuance, they would defift ; after four or five fuc- 
' ceflive ones had failed, there would be an end Co 
them, as to every thing elfe. People weary thcm- 
felves, they get difgufted, treafurc is wanting, and 
they conclude by acknowledging for friends, their 
ancient enemies, and making treaties of commerce 
and alliance, with them, in protefting in the name 
of God, a reciprocal, an eternal, iriendfliip, which 
nothing can ever diflolve. 

Who is there ignorant, that in feveral provin- 
ces of the Chtnefe empire, (thofc in particular, which 
are on the frontiers of the ftate) the inhabitants are 
always in the cxpe<aation, and hopr, of rendering 
themfelves abfolutely independant, of the Court of 
Pekiriy and every other, and to fhake ofF the yoke, 
of their tribute, which being above their ability to 
pay, renders them unhappy. The nations which 
are continually making incurflons on the frontiers 
of the empire, would certainly not let that opportu- 
nity efcape them, of aggrandifing their power, an 
extending the limits of their kingdpms. They wouu 
nothefitatepropofingtotheJ?/;^///^, alliances, fendr. 
ing forces to theni^ and every other kind of fucccur 

cvca 
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« 

even before their becoming mafters of ^mncheu. 
Would the Emperor himfclf in that cafe fail to make 
an alliance ofFcnfive, and dcfenfive, with the Englijh^ 
even granting them things, far beyond their hopes ' 
That would certainly be the beft meafure the Court 
of Pikin could take ; far, otherwife, it could not 
refift the different attacks which would be made at 
the fame time. 

We cannot but be perfuaded, that there is not, 
perhaps, another empire, on which it would be ca« 
iier to make a great number of powerful inroads, 
than on that of China ; every thing is difpofed to,- 
wards it, nothing is wanting but an cfFe<Stual be- 
ginning to throw it into confufion. No, it could 
not be poiEble but that; the wifdom of the Emperor 
would render him eager, to agree quickly, with the 
Englijhy and he would yield them in the bargain like- 
wife, fome other country, either on the continent, 
or on the Coaft, to render them furc and invariable 
friends to himfelf, reimburfe them, for the expcnces 
of the war, and make them a£t againil the enemies 
of the Empire. What we fuppofc here, is not a 
paradox ; experience affords us the right of thinking 
as wcdo, and itappearscven thatihe event would be fo, 
was the fituaiion of affairs d.fferentj the axiom thatfays 
♦* w/ mu/l divide tQ G$vern^^ would be proved on 
tills occafion ; and the Ikilful policy, whi^b has aU 
M % readx 
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ready known fo wcli how to apply it, in the other parts 
of the univerfc, would have the faireft} andfureftf 
means, for its application lil^ewire, in Chinay with 
more eafe, and much greater certainty, than elfe« 
where. 

Also it would remain to be fcen, what the E«- 
glijh might have rcafon to apprehend from the other 
European natbns ; who, without doubt, would not 
reii(h fuch a conqueft. Each, moved and agitated 
by diftcrent motives, might endeavor to difturb them, 
But thofe which could do fo in the greateft degree^ 
«re two or three, they are known, and the Englifi^ 
would, in confequence endeavoir to form arrange* 
fnents with them. Befides, the banks, the river, 
arealmoft everywhere capable of being fortified fuf- 
iiciently, to enable the pofTefTors to d^tfpute the paf- 
fage, with the veflels that might attempt to fail upon 
it. The r:7>ari irland that is at the mouth of the lignn^ 
can be macie, in a little time, by activity and labour, 
a fortrefs, which would entirely hinder the pafiage 
of every veflel whatever. The Towtr tf iht Lion 
would air*^ hr of the fame confequence, and Warn'- 
foa^ even \n the fpace of three montihs, might be 
fortified by means of the daily labor of 5ao men, & 
ftrongly, that the whole Chinefi power, could ndt 
perforin at^y thing againft iti aiid^cven the MurtfUm^ 
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Dot without great hazard j fuppofe the Englijh pofta 
fmall picket guard, at ihc entrance of every principal 
canal, let them take into confidcration the want of the 
tide ; the want of frefh water to fupply an enemies 
army, the frigates on the Coaft, the iloops in the 
river, the feapoys accuftomed to viftory, and ih^ 
profperity of the En^iijh^ all theie, togeiher, wuuid 
render them, the tranquil, and happy pofFef- 
fors, of the whole province of ^uant$ngy or, at 
leaft, of its capital and river. 

Another obiervation on the gold of flicft 
mountains appears worthy of attention. The purer 
the gold is, the lefs luftre it has, and its colour is of 
a lighter yellow : 1 he mixture of filver renders it 
whidfli, nearly like the gold of the Sequins Zinger^ 
ly of Egypt. If people mix copper with ir, it reddens 
in proportion to the quantity of the alloy 5 all the 
other poflibie metals, which can be mixed with gold, 
communicated to it their colour ; the gold of thefe 
mountains, of which we treat, is much lefs Mcep^ 
tiblc of thefe exterior changes, Thofe who would 
make the experiments on it, would fee tmmediateljr 
the great difference that I defcribe. The jewellers 
who hav« long availed themfelves of the advantages 
pf mixing other metals with gold, might derive mort 
profit from the pure gold of China, than any othc% 
«s ihcy might mix with it, three times more all^y 
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than orJinary, The gold of Jmerica and AfrlcM 
whitens a little by the mixture of borax, and regains 
its fir A colour by the m*ans of nitre ; that of China 
is hardly fufceptiblc of the eiFe£ls of borax, or mtrc. 

Some authors of good credit, have written, 
that the richeft mines of gold, are in the warmefl; 
countries, and particularly in thofe where men wcrt 
not anciently cftablifhed, as a polifhed fociety ; 
as in Africa and in America* Mr. Buffon fays, that ia 
the firft ages of the civilization of the human fpecies, 
gold, which of all metals has prcfented itfelf near- 
cil the furface of the earth, or at the Icaft depth, 
has been collefled; employed and worked, fo that 
in the countries civilized more anciently than the 
reft, that is to fay, in the northern and temperate 
regions, there has remained for pofterity but the 
fmall portion which has not been conf'imed ; on the 
<:ontrary that in the fouihern countries of Africa and 
America^ which have been peopled the Jaft, and 
Vfhere men have never been paliOied, the quantity 
of this metal is found jn its entire, and natural ftate, 
and as it had been confided, to the yet virgin earth, 

China, and particularly the mountains of which 

we fpeak here, fhew, that the afTertion, of Mr. Bufi,- 

f$n is not entirely juit : For itis beyond a doubt, that, 

Cbin^ 



THE ENGLISH NATION 95 

Cktnavrzs one of the fifft inhabited and polifhcd lands, 
and where the arts and luxury confequent to them 
have their date in an cpocha very ancient 5 and if tnc 
annals of that empire merit any belief, their epocha 
is rauch*more ancient, than is commonly believed 
ifi Europe^ It would be imprudent, perhaps, to be- 
lieve every thing which its annals, and its hiftoriang 
prefent us: However, the fenfible criticifms of 
fcveral learned men who teach us fo clearly to diftin- 
guifh fables from true hiftory, permit us to doubt 
of the recent epocha that feveral European writers 
have given to Chinaj to its population, to its polity, 
its arts, and its fciences : So that Caking the medium, 
it appears that it may be aflerted, that China ; as to 
that article of which Mr. Buffon fpeaks, prefcnts 
reafons fufficiently well founded, to induce us to be- 
lieve, that his affertion wants confirmation. Thi« 
C&/Wthen, abundant and rich in mines of gold, by 
certain circumftancec, ftill preferves the geld almoft 
every where, as nature has formed it, at the begin- 
ning of things : For it is certain that the great quan- 
tity of this metal that is in[circulatioh in this empire, 
comes to it from without, in exchange for the pro- 
ductions o^its lands and induflry. 

Tnt'Chinefg fhould fervc as examples to all na- 
tions, as to what regards foreign trade. The more 

they 
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they give of their produtSions to (Irangers, the more 
they receive of foreign gold and filver, and this an- 
jiual augmentation of their calh, not caufing the 
price of commodities among themfelves, to rife in 
proportion, except with the ftrangers : It follows, 
that the Chimfe augment the quantity of their pro- 
duflions which they fell to ftrangers, receive their 
money, and buy of them but very few th'ings, the price 
of which is always paid in the produftions of China. 
This method is very ancient in the empire, in con- 
fequence, it is not afl:oni(hing, thatcaih, and every 
fort of riches, real, and ideal, is found jhere in fo 
great an abundance. 

There have been certainly feveral Chint/i cm- 
perors, who prohibited in times pait, the exploring 
of mines to their fubjedfe. The cnthufiafts of this 
empire have attributed it to their wifdom, to their 
love for their fubjc6ls, and their philofophy. It is I 
believe doing them too much honor to agree in the 
opinion. The certain knowledge that people have 
of their avarice, and their eagernefs to treafure up, 
does not permit us to concur in that opinion : And 
the experience we have of the Chinefe^ confirmed by 
an infinity of general examples, which embrace, not 
only generations paft, but prefent, induces us to be- 
lieve, that their ignorance as to the means of extraft- 
ing gold, made the emperors decide on prohibiting ix. 

Ths 
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The Tartars who have fucceffively conquered 
that empire, have never enjoyed (as I believe) the re- 
putation of wife or moderate men in their dcfires; 
on the contrary, in all ages when people talk of a 
Tartar^ they mean a robber, a ihi-f ; would it no 
then be improper to fay, that thofe ^ artarian cm^^^ 
rors, fcourges and dedroyers (if the human fpecies, 
and of its works, robbs:s in grain, by nature, by 
education, and ncceiTity, fliould, all of a fudden, be- 
come wife, upon conquering China? We know well, 
th^t for fheir i-tter^^*, their fafcty, their tranquillity, 
they adopted fcveral laws and culloms clLibli died 
in China ; but one may d jubt, whether they adopt- 
ed the wifdom of the Chinefiy or had any among 
themfelves. The Chinefe who have been ever over- 
burthened by the o, prcilion of their conquerors, 
have always, with eyes lifjcd to heaven, addrcffed 
their vows 80 it, for d(;liverance from their flavery 5 
and even now, thofe tv/o nations, the Tartarian Tind 
Chinrfe^ are entirely feparaied, and diHingijiflud from 
each other. All that the Tartars loft of their bar- 
barity by the continual commerce with the Chinefi^ 
renders them not more refpe6lable in any manner 
and all that they gained from that commerce and 
mixture, was a very large proportion of cowa-dico, 
a quality in the nature of the Chlmfc in general, 
which renders boih contcmpt-iblc, 

N 
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People will attribute to the Ottoman emperor^ 
wifdom and love for their fubjcas, becaufe they 
have likewife prohibittJ the opening of their mines 
of filvcr and gold, which are found to be very rich, 
and poflibly cafy to be explored, between Diarbekir 
and Erzerouniy and the others at Gumufekana^ near 
rr/^/z#;;i: Itmightbefaidth^t the two qualities 
fpoken of, have never been known by any Ottoman 
empercr. Other reafons then, and other caufes, 
forced thofe defpotic, fanguinary,and odious monarchs, 
to prohibit the opening of the mines which are found 
in their dominions. To convince the reader as 
much as poffible of the truth of what I advance, re- 
lative to the mines of China, I a(k, why, when the 
gold and filver coined, or otherwife, vvhich circulates 
in the empire, is much greater in quantity, than 
they were in times part-, they neverthelcfs explore 
the mines ? Has their wifdom and their love for 
tbfirfubjeac, then, difappeared ? 0r rather, have 
pot the Emperors found means to explore them, of 
whi; h their anceftors were ignorant ? 

It is but a little more than twenty years, fincc 
a veflel coming from the fouthcrn countries of Ruf* 
fia^ and perhaps even from Kamfchaijka, W9slofl:,not 
far from the river of Canton. This veflel contained 
about lop perfo.ns, many amcng them wer? froo* 



THE ENGLISH NATION. 94 

GtrHkiny. CM'thofe who T^ercfaved, fome remained 
at MactiOy where they died, others were brought to 
^ancbiu. There, (as it may be faid) belonging to 
no nation. The Viceroy feized them, and fent them 
uftder a ftrong efcort to Pekin. According to the 
order whicK he had received from the Court, a tri- 
butial was exprcflly formed to examine thofe ftran- 
gcrs, ^ho related to the examiners things which ap- 
peared ftippcif natural. This tribunal having given an 
account to the Emperor, he believed that he migh^ 
derive afdvantagci from thofe men who appeared to 
him well informed and capable ; he aligned thent 
lands to the northward of Piking gave them foihe 
money, and encouraged them to labour. Some 
among ttiem were miners by profef&on, and had 
worked in the mines of Hungary. Finding them- 
felves in their new fituation, placed, near mountains^ 
which 'contain^ddiines, they caufcd application to be 
made to the Cbui^, for permiiTion to open them* 
The Emperor cbnfcntedi and made the ncceflary 
acivaHces. ^ They worked, and the idines' became" 
productive, and the trcafury of the Emperor over- 
fills. 7his Ihoiild cbhvince us, that it was not 
wifdoni which prohibited the opening of them j but 
the want of means $ and that as foon as they found 

them, they ufed them. ■: At 
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At the time when thft Jefuits wcxc to be fcen 
in China, in the capital, and in the imperial palace, in 
large numbers, and in gre^t reputation, they propof- 
cd feveral times to the Emperors, their proteSors, 
to have the richeft of the mines explored. Their 
propufitions were alvrays rejeiled. Why ? Becaufe 
the Emjerors have never wiftied that JirangerSj 
fuch as the Jesuits were, (hould know, even the 
exigence, of the mines. The fituation of firangtrs^ 
has always been fufpeftcd in China ; and the cow- 
ardly jealoufy of the Chine ft, precluded the fame Je» 
fuits, from every opportunity of making themfelves 
acquainted with fuch matters. 

Thus, when the Emperor gave thok Germans^ 
lands to the north cf Pekin, and ordered them to 
open the min<»s, to took fuch meafures, that they 
ceafed to be Strangers ; they are entire Chine/e. He 
made them all marry ; and the majority of them, to 
let the Emperor fee, their obedience was without 
bounds, elpottftd frjcral women, and rejedtingthe 
religion of their fathers, which permitted them but one 
wife, they embraced the ruling one, which allow- 
ed many. The property of the lands they enjoyed, 
and the credit that they have acquired by their con- 
duft, has rendered them refpefted in the country. 
They have, therefore, begun to explore the mines 

with 
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vith great Tuccefs, and the children they have in 
abundance, from their fruitful wives, will be, with- 
out doubt inftru6lcd by their fathers, in the fame 
bufinefs j which, in confequence, will fprcadthrou^rh 
every province of the empire, where there are 
mines. Among thefe Germans who were placed 
to the northward of Pekirj^ one only refifted the 
example of his comrades; and not chufino- to ab- 
jure rhe religion of his anceflrors, he fled to Pe^ 
Ah^wh^re Father Coito?2,v;ho fuperintended a church, 
received him with open arms. In time, he con- 
traviled a marriag?, with a China/e Chri/iian^ and,' 
fubfiftcd on the benevolence of the prieft. If his 
wife had entertained the fame ideas he did, and 
the fame horror at Poligamy^ perhaps this man had 
continued to vegetate at Pekin ; but the woman, 
whom the Father had induced him to cfpoufe as a 
faint,, did in fecret, what her hufband had not chofea 
to do publicly, when he'^as with his comrades; 
She was married privately to the firft C:2t£chumen of 
another church, by the Chi/ie/eprici^^ v/ho had beea 
educated ia the college of Naples ; a woman, clever, 
fenfible, lively, devout, and robuftj fiie knew fa 

well how to divide the hours of the day and night, 
and her two houfes, adjoining to each other, were fo 
difpofed, that (he might have contented all the world 

with 
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with her condufl, without excepting, the Tame Vathir^ 
on whom (he knew fowcU howtoimpofe^ that (he 
always appeared to him a faint. But at length, 
the good man, the German^ finding fomething de- 
ranged in his houfehold, which made him fufpeS 
fomething, he fought, wi th affiduity, what he wiih- 
ed not to find; but having difcovered that he was 
thfe'diipe, he gave back his holy wife to Father CqU 
ton^ who had given her to him, and inftantly went 
to rejoin his former companions, whofe example 
he imitated fo well, that he efpoufed fix wives, 
and kept fome others as fupernumerarieSi If 
what thefe Germans have depofed to the tribunal 
cf Pekirij (when they were examined) be true, the 
public are now in pofleffion of it. At the time that 
the yfiiguji I^arIa Theresa gave, with great" fe- 
crecy, fuccoursto the DiJJtdents oi Poland, a body' 
of Germans were fent by that princefs, from the 
frontiers of the V-kralne, to aid aninfurreition in 
thofe parts. This body was taken by the i2«j^tf«j, 
and fcnt to JJlrakan, to dwell quietly, and cuhi- 
vate the lands there; At their head was (as ihey 
fey) a great lord of the empire, whom they alfo 
fay, died, and was buried at Macao. This noble- 
mire* not liviTfig at Ajitakan, he was fufpefled of 
ill-intentidw^;* and, therefore, the government fent 
hitnsv^*'f^*^f 5il -of his ^;roop> KoKamfihatJka. In 'this 

place 
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place he was able to execute his fi^ht; he was 
happy enough to efcape in a lark big enough for 
140 pcrfons of his company, feveral of whom died 
in the paflagej when they had arrived filoxoft at 
Macaoy the bark was daflied on a rock, near the 
fhore, which gave the crew an opportunity of fay- 
ing themfelves. Some of them were at Macao ; and 
others at^«^«rA^«,ofwhcmthe Viceroy took cog- 
nizance ; he wrote to the Court, whofe decifion, 
and anfwer were as beforementioned. 

The innumerable quantity of flaves to be 
found throughout China^ will be the fruitful and in-* 
exhauilible fource, whence may be always taken (as 
they have hitherto been) workmen for the labor of 
the mines. Thefe particulars which are not 
at prefent fufRciently known on account of 
their having recently happened, and that they 
have but very imperfedtly tranfpired, have not 
yet made a ftron^ impreilion on the Europeans^ 
which they will, without doubt, after fome time, 
when the works are multiplied, and extended. 
The Chinefe will then be much more unhappy. 
For their gold and filver will be of no ufe to 
them, unlcfs, perhaps, to delay their entire and final 
fill for fome time, when their flavcry will becon^^ 
harder and more univerfal. When the Emperor, 

ChU 
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( hf rjo'iwti^ wa« fo fooliih as to confiruvSl the great 
v.-j'l, to ftcirc C.'jln7 fro.n I artcirian incurfions ; 
the lives of a great numbcT of workincn were fa- 
criv.ccd ; itnd that was not the mode of ihevving, a 
great love for the fubjeils. The mines will, with- 
out doubt, facriSce many more ;rincc it is iroKl t-uy 
feck, the unextinguiHiable tiiiifl: for which, forms 
one of the principal charaSeriilics of the Tart^rs^ 

In every government, v. hofj conflitution is re- 
gulated according the priiiciples of pruilcnce a?iJ 
juftice, thofj who h:^ve the exocutiye power in thc-ir 
hands, {houl'.l confine themfrflvts to what intereiiS 
the f^fetv and public felicity, as :nuch to the interior, 
as ti?e cxt-fior ; ani if the laws iire well obferved 
there, the military difriplii'.c vviil be looked after 
carefully, and the armies will be commanded by 
the moil worthy alone. We have al //ays fe^n, that 
where authority his gone furthcft, the citizens 
were, and muft be only flavc> ; and when a vaft 
empire, as that of China^ is inhabited and com- 
pofed but of flaves, we mr.y ask wh it can be expec- 
ted from fuch a people ? It ha*, been Tnewn, wich i.ll 
the evi Jence that can be exp:i5led in thefe cafes, that 
every Chhicje is a fluve, wiciiout even excepting the 
Emperor. Who is more dorpotic In the v/orli^ 
than the Ottoman Empcrcr : Ar.d w'.io is theic igno- 

raats 
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f'i!>t, of his infigiilficance, when feme Mollahs^ and 

Jad^ious Jan'ffaries^ think proper? Such is the Em- 
. peror of China. And if this empire had been fitu- 

ated fo as to have a£live and enterprifing neighbors, 
^it would long finde have ceafed to exift as it does 

at prefent. 

There are an infinity of political errors in the 
fyftem of the Chlne/e empire, which have been 
adopted even by foreign nations. Thefe errors 
have feduced almofl: all the world, and by dint of 
accuftoming tbemfelves to them, people are, perfu- 
aded, that the governmerit of China is immoveable 
and that no European nation would ever be able to 
(hake, or leflen, it. Such, neverthelef?, was not 
the idea of Clive ; that great man, who had con- 
ceived the idea, and formed the plan of the attack ; 
and who, if circumftances had permitted him to piit 
it in execution, would have proved by fa6ls, that 
China^ or a portion of it^ might become a colony t6 
Great Britain. 

When the Chinefe fhew a great confidence iii 
their forces, they only wifli to impofe on people, 
and they had rather deceive themfelves, than fup- 
pofe, for a finglc inftan'^, that any European natiort 
could wrcft from them a part of their entipire i 

e and 
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jind, nevcrthclefs, nothing more is nccciTary, than 
the crtcrprifing and prudent genius of the govern- 
ment cf Calcutta^ (free in its a£liors, uncmbarrafled 
"by the dircdlions of a fupenor power, Sheltered 
from fearing the enquiries of the mother country 
at that auguft tribunal of the nation, where ih« 
gocd arc exan.intd as rigialy as the bad! to fubjeft 
the countries of China^ which are in its xeach, and 
^t its pleafurc. The lefs fuperftitious people arc, 
.the more ihey arjc capable of ailing with ftrcrgth 
jn the management of poliiical affairs; and, in pro- 
portion as religious ceremonies arc multiplied, 
ithe lefs is that nation capable of a£ling with the 
yigor neceflary, in what concerns their fafety, and 
f rofperity. The Romans^ GreckSy and Perfiantf 
were without doubt^ very fuperfticious, at the fame 
time that they were powerful ; but it is eafy to be 
Temarked, that thofe fame people, fuperftitious, and 
powerful, had to difpute, but with other people, more 
fuperftitious, and lefs ilrong than themfelves. 

The Romans, who adopted after their vidiorics, 
and their eonqucfts, almoft all the gods of the 
world, and religious ceremonies of the nations fuh- 
dued and allied, had rifen to the laft degree of 
fuperftition. As long as they bad the art to 
Change them into civil ceremonies iand fefiivals for 

the 
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the people, their cmn'rc fubfilTea ; as foon as they 
adopted Cbrijllamiy^ (whofe religious cercnonies* 
mixed vvitli thofe cf Paganij/n^ had already 
ciicreafcd the latter corficlcrably,) they cngcn* 
dered a religious monflcr, which did but auj* 
ment them: Then the Roman empire became wcaic, 
divided, fell, snd was annihilated, and the favage 
people of the Njrihy whj had but few religious 
ceremonies, 5?nd few objefls of fapcrftition, pof- 
fcfled ihemfclvcs of it. What was doing at Con^ 
fiantincple^ when the Turhs were ravaging CUicta^ 
Pheniciaj Caramania^ and Natoltay and wh^n the/ 
pafled the Streights of Galiipj.% feiz::d Romaniay 
and fixed their principal refidence at MrianopUf 
They were prrytng in the churchef, making pro- 
ceilionF, public vows, fermcns, exhortations, ge- 
fiuflexiofiS, and (igns of the croff, and throwing, 
wi?h all their ftrent;t!i, confecrated water againft 
the infideh. What were the Gr£eks d:>ing at Con^ 
Jant'nopUv/hctx M.homft ihz^^-conA befieged their 
city? The Emperor was feated in the miJft of an 
hundred Bilhors, to decide on the pretended pri- 
iracy cfthe Bifhops of Rome ^ the proceffion of 
the Wy Ghoft^ and the exiflence of Purgatory, 1 her« 
jsyet to befeen a f.>ot, in the midddle of the city of 
Conjianiinople^ ( whiqh is now a burying-ground of th« 
Qre(ks^) that was formerly a Qhyich, 'Twas m 
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thatplac?, that the Ennperor was, wltli his B;!hop5ji 
when the7«rij«i'ereonthepoiiitor" uki.igthicuy. in 
the courtofthischurch there was, as there is now, aba- 
fon of water, in which was prefer zed a certain kind of 
iifli. The Emperor was there amufing himfelf with 
feeing ihem fvviui about, when people came to tell 
him, that the en^jmies were already mailers of s^ 
gate Of the city. Ic is as poilible, aafwered this 
Great Emperor, that thef^ infidels, (worn enemies 
oijeftis ChrJjl^ (hould take the holy city ol Conjlan^ 
tinoplc^ as, that ihefe full who arc now in this 
bafon, (hould remain ther", baked or boiled } 
The :onfidence with which this Emperor relied oi\ 
Pvovidencc^ is praife-wcrthy : For what is nriorc 
C/jr///;^;; -like, and reafonable, than to. put one's con- 
fidcr.cs in the Supreme B;:ing ? But it hindered not 
Mahomet hoiw raking the city, and poflefiing him-*, 
fvdf, after ...... o'i the empiie. 

Im i7a.;.?5 the Emperor and the Depofitarics of 
his Au.nun^), *^rc nut really attached to any particu- 
kr dogmj:, norpr.f fs tofupport any kc\ in prefer- 
ence: to another ; an J, as for the people in general, 
they may be f^iid no: to have any r.ligion. • Never- 
theleG, they are governed by religious ceremonies. 
Thofe ceremonies which are merely civil, partake 
<^.r:!'ie religious, even in" the loweft of the people; 
" • ^ and. 



THE ENGLISH NA'I\0:T 109 

Und without their being able to render my plaufible 
reafon. NoChlne/g, cither hig'i or lev/, iscjpablcof 
declaring in what his religion confiftsj and ihe rea^ 
ion of all thefe ceremonies ; they have nevcrthdcf* 
forjncd to thcmfclvs a fyflcm from their, after 
the manner of all people dcftitute of the inlh.KtioiiS 
ofphilofophy; and it may bc' forefeen, that ihis fyC^ 
tern cannot De common and ordinary : It is mar-^ 
vellous! Among them, fome are really feduced j 
and the reft appear to be fo. The fame thing 
is remarked in all rcii2;ion«, of which th« 
founder is not born in the regular manner of birth, 
Thofe who arc not ignorant in general of what 
that great man, and great philofopher, Confucius 
has left written to his difciple?, know, that the 
pronged precepts of do(Srine confift in the command 
pf defpifin<; riches, and all its confcquences j that 
he condemns highly, every fort of voluptuoufnefs 
jnfpires true greatnefsof foul j at the fame time he 
prefcribes fobrietv, the efteem of our fellow crea- 
tures, and good faith. He is fo inimical ta fraud 
and deceit, that he determined, himfelf, the weights 
andmeafures. If people feek thefe qualities, and 
others, which Confucius makes the foundation of 
hi« religion, they certainly will nut difcover them.. 
It is clear by ihal, that much ii wantirg to allov/ 

us 



no OBJECTS INTERESTING TO 

us to fay, that the Chlnefe fallow the do£lrin2 of 
Confucius. Ncverthckfs, they have confecrated 
to him a vaft number of temples, and ftatueSj 
tndthey facrificc to him continu<illy ; they have 
perfonified all his fpiritual qualities, and hava 
made of them as many inferior divinities, 
whom they invoke, as mediators, and interceflbrs, 
even with Confucius ; and what is very remarkable 
here, is, that their books fpeak of thofe perfoniiied 
qualities, as fubflances really feparate, and exift- 
liig one without the other, and, nevcrthelefs, form-. 
ing but one (ingle indivifiblc whole, between thenx 
and Confucius. This combination, as foon as one 
rcfleds, gives ideas which confirm the opinion 
that all religions have had the fame fource, oxU 
gin, and metaphyfical abftradtlons. There will 
be occafion in (he courfe of this work to placo 
this aflertion in its ftrongeft light, when we come 
to fpeak of the religion of the peninfula of India^ 
whence without 'doubt, ith^^s pafTed into China 

Lantz-tsu another Chinefe philofopher, who 
lived even in the time of Confucius^ left fome writ- 
ings, or, rather. Hieroglyphics relating to religion. 
Some European and Afiatic writers have fa id, that 
the hieroglyphics that Lantz-t/u ufed, are dif^ 
ftrcnt from the ordinary ones of the Cbinefcy and 

that 
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Aat Aey are inclined to think them Egyfti^. 
Some arr.ong them found their afferticn on the very 
fenfiblc difference, of the form, cf thofc two forts 
of hieroglyphics, and on the refemblance which 
they have with thofe of Egypt*, but it appears by 
other monument*, which are to be fcen eafily, in 
the imperial library of Pekni^ that the Chlnefi hie- 
roglyphics I ave never had any connefticn with the 
Egypttart, Several Chmefty well informed in their 
language and hieroglyphics, who have ftudied 
deeply at Romez.x\i NapUs (where they have colleg- 
es) the true method of jufl ^nd fenftbie criticlfm, In- 
form us, that in the time oi Confucius and Lantz-t/u^ 
there were three manners of configning to paper 
the ideas and conceptions which people wiflicd their 
contemporaries to know ; one, where they wifhed 
to communicate knowledge to thofe who inhabited 
the fame city, or province j a fecond, for thofe who 
inhabited the other parts of the world, and ano- 
ther again, for thofe who {hould cojne into the 
world after the generation that then wr6te. 

Thus when they wifhed their cotemporary 
citizens to know any thing^ they ufed a certain form 
ofcharaflcrs, or hieroglyphics, and tha): form was 
Inown in the country where they v^ote. This 
1¥ould be nearly like the different jargons thatoAc 

heart 



H2 OBJECTS INTERESTING TO 

bears in the provir.ces of the fame kingdom. But 
wh'^n they wilhed any thing to be known to all the 
inhabitants oft he earth, the form of the hierogly- 
phics difFcrcd from the firft; thefe were known 
only to the learned ; nearly as in our time, when 
a writer publifhes a work in his native language, it 
appears that he publifhes it but for his countrymen ; 
but when he wifhes it (hould be fprcad over all the 
poliflied world, he publifties it in the £^//« language, 
which is fuppofed to be underftood by all the learn- 
ed of the different civilized nations. The third 
manner, was that in which prophets, enthufiafls, and 
extravagant men, ufed to addrefs future generations, 
on things that they did not comprehend ; and ex- 
prcfTcd with particular figns and hieroglyphics, in- 
vented by themfelves ; thus in the facred books of 
other religions, unfludicd fince the epocha of 
Lantz-tsu ; one reads of things whofe fignifi- 
cation is not what one comprehends generally in 
reading the fame words in other books which are 
not facred. Ihis, neverthelefs, regards only the 
fenfeof the things which one reads; but the form 
of the cbaraflers being nearly the fame, it appears 
that the comparifon is not jufi. On this head, we 
fliould take notice, however, that in the mofl an- 
cient facred books, known in the Chaldean, Hebrew^ 
and Syriac languages, the difference of charaflers, 

and 
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•nd their form, appears vifibly, when they treat of 
facrcd, or profane matters. For it has always bee^ 
cuftomary with men infpircd by heaven, to fpeak 
or write many things for the people whom they pro- 
fcfs to wifh to enlighten, by enigmas, parables, and 
extraordinary, charafters, when they would im- 
prefson their words, and writing, a certain ref- 
pe£l, more than common, and a highwr degree of 
admiration. The form, therefore, of the hiero- 
glyphics which Lantz-tfu ufcd, was almoft arbi- 
trary, and confequently uninttlligible, unlefs for 
the principal adepts of his fed. It is not ado-* 
nifhmg that this man who was not the friend of 
ConfuciuSy and who to attract to himfelf a good, 
number of difciples and followers, fhould have af- 
feflcd a particular manner cf exprefling himfelf, 
and have invented a form of hieroglyphics, peculi. 
ar to himfelf, and fome of his profelytts ; whofe 
difference, well marked from the form of the or- 
dinary hieroglyphics, is the caufe why people have 
thought thofe of Lantz^t/u the fame as thofe of 
Egypt : From which they neverthelefs differ. Ex- 
perience, and much patience, and attention, arene- 
ceflary to enable one to difcover their difference j and, 
indeed, one meets with feveral Egyptian monuments 
very ancient, the hieroglyphics on which^ appear 

P W 
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to the lefs expert in this fcicnce, the fame as thofe that 
LantZ'tfu ufed, although to this hour people have 
found no fign nor Egyptian hieroglyphic that I 
know, which has a fimilar fignification with one 
of thofc attributed to Lantz-tfu. The Vaticaw 
library, and the Casanatense of Rome\ the Im- 
perial, zi Vienna^ poflefs the originals, and fomc 
copies, of the writings of the Chinefg literati, who 
fiudied at Rtme and Naples^ of whom I have made 
mention. 

The doSrine of Lantz-t/uy which, they fay, 
is contained in his hieroglyphics, is fo obfcure, that 
fcarcely any of it is comprehended ; this is common 
to him, with others. When he preached it, he had 
fine fcopc: For hefpoke of futurity, and no one 
tould conU2idi&him. His morality is concealed, and 
his dogmas are fufceptible of fevcral interpretations: 
That likewife is common to him, with others. It 
appears, that itisthedo£trine of £j»/z-^, and not 
that oiConfuciusy which the Chimfem general follow, 
without knowing, and without being able to avow 
it, and if they followed it cxa£Uy, one might fay, 
that it is very oppofitc to that of Confucius^ fince one 
cannot make the leaft perfonal exception of tfcc 
Chine/e nation, between their bad mQial qualities, 

ani 
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and their religious difcSpIine. Lantz-tfu derives 
bis origin from fomething extraordinary, and fu- 
pernatural, as all ^/A/rlegiflators. His mother zvas 
a virgin in her conception^ and the co- operators towards 
his formation and his birth ^ were the anal and fpiri^ 
tual genii. The organization of his body, and per- 
fcftion of his foul, required eighteen years. After 
that fpacc of time, the belly of his mother opened 
at the navel, and the divine mortal iffuedou^, with 
his teeth and all his other members, formed, in 
proportion, with his age. The world was not then 
worthy to poflefs him j fo he was crirried away, 
(people know not well where,) by his fathers, who 
educated and infufed into him, a good portion of 
fcience, entirely divine, and brought him down at 
length to earth furrounded with clouds, from the 
hcighth of their refidence, where men received him 
as a gift of heaven. Such a being as this, was to 
give them new laws by force, otherwife what ufe 
was this extraordinary conception, fo contrary to 
the laws of nature? Of what ufe his tranflation 
into the aerial regions, and fo fmgular an education ? 
Of wh|t ufe his numerous fathers, fpiritual, and 
almoft divine. 

The very celebrated and inimitable Sir Wil- 
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hiAM Jones, who has not had, and, perhaps, never 
may have his equalin /^.7?/Vliterature,h?.s fhewn us the 
great probabiliry of a common otigin o^thc Sanjkrit 
atid Chaldean languages; we may even (ay, has fhewn 
the certainty of it. It is tri:e alfo, that of ten words 
which the modern Chaldeans pronounce, there are fe- 
deral which appear to be San/krit. I can only 
judge by my ear ; but the found of the -words is the 
fame, as that of the Chaldeac^ which I comprehend a 
little, by having pafled fome of my time among the 
modern ChaldeanSy who inhabit a part of Mefopota^ 
77tia along the Ti^risy in Diarbeky and on the moun- 
tains of CurdjJIan^ where people fpeak no other lan- 
guage^ but the Chaldean, mixed with Arablck^nA Tur^' 
Jii/h, I am ignorant, whether the fignification of the 
words in both languages is fimilar. However, I 
have remarked, that fome fignify the fame thing in 
both tongues, and the pronounciation differs not in 
the words that I remarked, except in two vowels. 
Almoft every where, above all in the fubflantivcj 
and infinitives, what the Sanfhrlt pronounces A the 
Chaldaic pronounces O ; and what the Chaldean pro- 
nounces I, as the RoTnars pronounce it, the San- 
fi-.rit pronounces A. If by thi? rcfemblance, and by 
the fimilr.rity of characters, which are obferved in 
boih the IriHgu^g^s, people can deduce thef^mc ori- 
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gin; by a p^irity of reafoning. Tome ohn' l-.^rred 
^]en have given cre.i'.t to the identity of tl^e o::';:n 
of the hieroj;lyi;iiics of C/jina^ and th.. To* of Lnni^c^ 
tfum It is what one may be permitted to doubt 
ftrongly, for the reafons tiiat I have prcA*ntcd. Ty 
his fcientifick and literary rcfearches rebtive to Afia, 
ancient and modern, Sir William Jones has 
merited the applaufc of ail ihc learned, and of the 
different academies, and his happy fucceflcs fhould 
caufe publiclc naonumcnts to be r^'iCcd to him, 
wherever literature and fcience are honored. Uni- 
verfal gratitude fliould await him for tlie lights he 
has afFordea us, and that he ftill continues to be- 
llow. There have, neverthelefs, been fomc, who 
having but litttle value for thofc (ludies, fay, of 
what ufe are they ? Whither do thofe refearchcs 
lead? In what are they ufef"ul to the happincfs of fo- 
ciety? Thefe reafonings difcovcr at the moment, 
the foul of him, who makes them, or adopts them. 
As foon as they fail to difcover in thefe ftudie*;, the 
calculation of interefl, that they hear not pronounc- 
ed the words fo dear to their hearts, as 50 or 100 
pir centy they ceafe to think them of the leaft uiili- 
ity. How unfortunate it would be, if all the world 
fefemblcd them ! They know not, or feetn not to 
Jcnow, that if their favorite calculations exifl", they 
«rc indebted for thcni to the light of fcience alone, 

whick 
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accidents have* procured them foms tin<5l«ire of fci- 
encc. This is an article on which people may be 
eajiy deceived, if th?y fufFer themfclvcs to be pre- 
judiced en account of what ihofe enthufiaftic a Joiir- 
crs of the Unmjc^ have written, in their favor, or 
what laa been written againft them, (with great 
energy without doubt,) but without fufHcienc 
proofs of what has been advanced. This is not a 
matter, of which, it may be iaid, that the mtdlum 
fhoiild be admitted between contradi£tory and op- 
pofing accounts: For, if reafonable criticifm indu- 
CCS ts to embrace neither party, nor the medium 
between them, we are obliged to credit what ap- 
pears the moft rational and befl: founded, or that ap- 
proaches the neareft to the truth, which wedcfire to 
find in matters enquired after, 

Among the fafts mentioned in the Chlnefe hif- 
tory, is that of the voyages of the Chlnefe veffJs, 
not only to all the iflands of J^pan^ which they 
mention by ria.ne; but what is more aftoniflilng, 
is thur fpeaking alf>, of fome made even as far a?, 
30 or 40 degrees of fouthern latitude, and from 
150 to iSo of longitude, which would nearly denote 
I7cw Holland or New Zealand. On the other fide, 
voyages are fpoken of, made. as far as 3)0 degrees 
€f Icngitude, and 40 degrees of latitude, which ap- 
pear! 
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pears to be as far as the Jfle ofChlUt^ and the Lani 
$f Magellan. The date of the epocha of thcfe faiSts, 
is at thirty ages before our sera ; but, as in|thefe an« 
nals, they fpeak of degrees of the line, and tropics, 
and ufe other terms, which were invented and adopts 
ed a long time after tliat epocha, they appear to us 
furpicious, and perhaps they have been invented by 
the Je/utts^ to make their court to the Emperor ; 
we may be the more inclined to believe them fabri- 
cated, as knowing that the form of the Chinefe Junks 
is now what it has always been, and thence we muft 
be convinced, that it is almoft impofTible, that thofe 
Junks could have undertaken fuch voyages. 

But on the other fide, it appears inconteffible^ 
that the Chinefe have made voyages as far as -the 
Mouth of the Indus^ and perhaps, to Socotora^ fourteen 
or fifteen ages before our a;ra : For we have ac- 
counts of them in many ancient writer s,(particu- 
ariy in Clement^ of Alexandria^) which infornis us of 
tlie Chinefe produdlions, purchafed by the Greeks 
and Egyptians^ at the IJland, of^ Socotora^ whither the: 
Chinefe barks had brought them. Herodotus fpeaks 
of feveral Chinefe, who being at that ifland on ac 
count of trade, had been engaged by promifes to 
pafs over into the continental coqntry, to the wefl- 
ward of the ifle, to make, a kind of Treaty of Com- 
Q mcrccj 
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nicrce, with the Great King ; and this continent 
can be no other than Africa^ and more particularly 
Ethiopioy whofc princes bore formerly the title of 
Great King, 

At the time of the invafion of India^ by Alex^ 
Mnder^ the Macedonian^ we know, that on his paf- 
fagc from Jenab to Toulouba^ he received ftufFs, and 
other Chlmfe produdions, which had been brought 
there by the Chi nefe ^ vf\iO followed his army, and 
had come from the Nitah^ fuppofcd to be the Indus. 
But in thefe voyages much (kill -was not neccflary. 
For, with their junks, they could always, with 
little interval, fi»il along the coafts. Therefore, 
when by Chimfe navigation, people would conclude, 
that they were learned in that art, they deceive 
themfelves, and all that can be granted them, is, 
that they knew very little indeed, of the needle in 
theory, and lefs in practice. The fame thing is 
nearly Teen in our days among the Malays^ who fre- 
quent the Eur9pean vcflels, whence they get fomc 
flight knowledge of the c*iftcnce of the compafs, and 
lefs of Its ufe, when they are obliged to lofe 
fight of land. Even now, feveral of thofe touched 
needles, very ancient, are to be feen in the cabinet 
of curiofities at Pekin^ which are very ftrangcly con- 
(Irudled ; another likewife a little different may be 

fctn 
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feeir at Drejden^ brought there, as they fay, by a 
jputchman from Bataviai their form is oval, of a 
circumference not greater than forty-two inches j 
their boxes are two feet high, and generally cnclofc 
fix difFerent needles, three of which are near the mid- 
dle of the box oppofitc the other three, which are 
inverted over the firft. The gre^'eft, which is ia 
the midft of all the reft, is an oa;ingul4r mafs, of 
thethicknefsof two inches, and of the length of three j 
they are laid on gold. The Cbinefe thenifelves know 
not how to ufe them now, and fay, that they do 
not comprehend how they fhould point to the Norths 
fince the action multiplie4 between them muft be 
very doubtful, on account of the little iron naiU 
which were in every part of the conftrudlion of thv 
box. 

What has juft been faid, deprives not the Ci/- 
nefe of this firft invention, unlefs one (hould chufe 
to attribute it, to chance having fhewn them 
its principles, which ihcy left without examination, 
and without drawing any conclufions, on account 
of their ignorance. Invention, in any art, was ne- 
ver the portion of Afii. The talent of imltaUQn 
fiay be refigned to them, 

Jk the famf cabinets of curiofities at P^k'in^ 
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is now to be feen, a kind of compafs, which their 
anceflors ufcti. It is conftra6led in fuc.> a man;ier, 
thar it can turn only on a little point ; almoft at its 
midJIe, it prcfents an horizontal point, which Jirefls 
to the South. The learned in navigation, and thofe 
v/hoare never fo little expert in Nautical fcience* 
can conclude, that this circumftance alone, of the 
Chlnefe needle, and their compafs, murt: have pre- 
vented them, from making long voyages at fea, out 
of fight of land, 

Iw almoft all the countries which are between 
|he Equator and the Tropic of Cancer^ and even 
fomc degrees beyond, falt-petre is found in abundance. 
It has always beon in China \ and a charcoal-man an^ 
ciently making his coal, on an enrih containing 
falt-petre, faw the earth take fire, fparkle, blaze. 
Having communicated what he had fcen to fume 
one snore fkilfulthrtn himfclf, apowderwas made from 
charcoal and fait petre, which, nevcrthekf-r, did no( 
kindle as expeflcd: For to produce that efFedi, peo- 
ple added, after feveral experiments, fulphur. 

Whether this chance iriuft have given to the 
Chinefe the merit of the invention of powder, I know 
not. People have exclaimed at the wonder, and 
|)ave cx»lted that merit, as a ccnaio proof of tho 

Cftrly 
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early cxiftcnce of the arts and fcienccs in China. 
This faft is drawn from feveral ancient Chinefe ma- 
nufcripts among the Bonzes of the cities, where 
there are convents of them, and who give thfm/elves 
a pleafure in relating this accidental circumftance, 
as a trick on the people of rank, who do not fol- 
low their doSrines. For the great men of China 
fay, that it was one of them who difcovered anci- 
ently the art, by dint of genius. Does the 
German monk, to whom people have attributed, 
more recently, the invention of powder, owe it 
to chance, the profundity of his reflexions, the mul- 
tiplicity of his experiments, or to fome Chlnefehook^ 
(then very rare) with its commentaries and tranf- 
lation? The art of printing is likewife attributed 
to the Chinefe^ as a proof of their invention ; yet 
they have never printed well in China. Btfidcsy 
every favage people, even at the beginning of fmall 
fecieties, ufed to print on their bbdits, figures and 
Cgns, and thereby reprefented their ideas, and made 
themfelves be dillinguifhed reciprocally* Captain 
Caok and Mr. Bougainville have brought to us, in 
Europe, Ttuffs of cotton, and barks of trees, on which 
favages have printed difFcrent figures and figns, 10 
make their ideas be comprehended, and thofe figures 
^nd figns were printed by iflanders, who had never 
fccn other men, than thofe of ihcir ifland, which 

they 
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they believed to be the only land that exifted. Per-, 
kaps the ancient Chineft having thofe figures and 
figns, as well as other favages, were the firft to col- 
left them, whence printing would o.ve its birth ; 
This is all their merit. Ncvcrtheler> we muft avow, 
that the Portuguefe who were the firft Europeans that 
dealt with the Chincfe^ in China^ and after them, 
ITrincipally the J^fuUsy who introduced themfclvci 
there, inftcad of telling the truth as far as they were 
acquainted, or in (lead of faying nothing, have related 
to usfomany abfurdities, have tranflated what they 
fcarccly comprehended, aiid have in the fequel fub- 
lUtuted fo many talcs and fables under the veil of an- 
tiquity, even with regard to the cabinets of thf 
Eii^peror, whom they flattered with great fervility, 
that many cotemporary and fubfequcnt writers, have 
hardly done any thing more than copy them, whe- 
ther through ignorance, deference, or adulation j 
fo that matters have been more confufed than be- 
fore. But the veil of myftery and darknefs has fal^ 
len with the Jefuits^ which circumftance has given, 
2nd will afford, means ftill more and more certain 
and Icfs fubjeil to deceive, for developing the con- 
Aifion which involves ^v^ry thing that refpcds an«« 
cicnt China. 

When w« fpcak of tho CJ;;;^// uftronomy, 

their 
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their aflrologj, und arithmetic, and whatever relates 
to ihofe fcicnccs, we fhould furcly believe we fee 
the birth, cradle, and perfection of them in the ta- 
lents of the ancient Ch'mefe. And ncverthel^ifj it was 
only fince the good treatment of the Jtfuits in the 
Imperial palace, and ail Chlna^ that we have known 
the great virtues, fuperior talents, excellent undcr- 
ftanding, adiduity in labor, accurate refearches, and 
happy fuccefs cf the ancient Chineje in the fcicnces, in 
mechanifm, mathematics, and every thing that can 
do them honor. But the evidence which the Jc/uits 
and others have produced, is neither convincing, rior 
fufficicnt, and appears to be of too late oate, Un- 
lefs they prove clearly, that the Chaldeans and Ethio^ 
plans were not the firft v/ho made aftronomical ob- 
fervations and calculations, and deduced, from fadt 
the appearance of comets and eclipfes, we may be 
permitted to doubt of the merit of the chinefe as dif- 
coverers in thofe fciences, and may yield them, in ex- 
change, the praife of having excelled the Chaldeans 
and Ethiopians^ by having cultivated them, with fome 
fuccefs, during three ages, and not more. 

As to what regards the prefcnt age, the Chi^ 
nefe are neither more nor Icfs inflruiStcd. From the 
Indians of the peninfula, they know iomcthing by 
practice : The calculations that they make, by rote 

in> 
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in agronomical matters, are always defective; 
their rules and tabl« arc infafScient aiiJ imper- 
feft. What the Ch'tnefe have heard from the Brah», 
mJnSj is too obfcure for them, and fiacc the jfe- 
(Hits have left them, all their fciences vanifh, and. 
and fall into oblivion, which proves, I think, that 
it is to the JcfultSy. and not the natives, that CA/V 
na owes its renown as to ihefc fciences, (as well as 
many other pcrfedlions} if ever it pofleffec them. 

To conviiw;e ourfelves, w© ftould fee the 
famous imperial obfervatory of Peking the ancient 
machines are pell-mell abandoned in a room, near 
the *loivir of OhJnvati9n\ their forms hardly 
differ from the aftronomioal rings, their workmanr 
Aip is grofs and irregular. The tranfverfe lines which 
divide the meridians are not in the leaft exa^. The 
only good inftrumentfi of Branzi there, which peo- 
ple admire, wpre made by the Je/uit5\ the handfonieft 
and the beft contrived, is the celeftial globe of fix 
feet (wanting two inches) in diameter, and fufpended 
in fuch a manijer that the leaft in[>pulfe makes it de- 
fcribe the circles required. But the Cbinefg have 
ntvcr known how to ufe it; tbey had even a fort 
of repugnance to look at it. Every novelty dif* 
pltafes this people, and it is owing t<S) ih'clr attach- 
ment 
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^ent to ancient cuftoms, that their obftinacy in^ 
rfjedling the new methods of adaiiniftcring medicine 
in general ihould be attributed. 

On the contrary, 1 am the panegyrift of the 
Chine/e^ in treating of their addrefs and happy fa- 
cility in foundery, and mixing of fcveral metals^ 
from which they compofe thirds, which impofe on 
thofe who know not their method: The refult of 
their operations on thefe articles, could not but add 
fomething to what we already poflefs; and their in* 
duftry in giving us another body, which nature has 
refufcd, merits praifc; but, alafs! the Chinefi arc 
always Chlnefe. They deceive the buyers of the 
productions of their operations, and fell them one 
article for another, Tutenague^ for example, which 
they difpofe of pretty dear to the Europeans^ is but 
a compofition of theirs, of lead and the juice of fu- 
tnitory^ in which they boil the metal three quarters 
of an hour} then mix it with fandaraca, and t 
little arfenic, and place it again on the fire, in an 
odangular pot of iron^ nearly filled with little pci- 
ces of fteel ; fome add falt-petrc. Curiofity alone 
enabled me to learn feveral of thefe operations^ 
The " Edifying Letters^'* and the " French Encychpe* 
dta " fpcak, if I miftake riot, of thefe mixed me- 
tals, but I rccoUeft well, that having the fame 
R Chinifi 
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Ciirtift workmen to execute the procefS) mentiondt 
in thofe works> no refult was derived from it. 

I AM well pcrftiaded that European workmen 
might derive advantage from their methods : Foun- 
ders and ftatuaries in particular. They would re- 
quire only patience, to repeat the experiments, and 
would, by that means, attain the degree of perfeftioa 
in thefe compounds, that they poffefs in China. 

The moft eftimaWe article which refpeSf 
Chtna^ is the great fertility of a large portion of 
their lands: To what muft we attribute it? To 
their aftonifhing method of colkdling the waters 
even cm the mountains ? By diftributing them by 
degrees in their fall, and difFufmg them at length 
on the plains ? This is one of the Chinefe wonders, 
As for me, I think it muft be attributed fimply t^ 
the nature of the foil, its furface, and that of other 
matters, which fupport and ferment if. The land, 
jn general, has not more than a foot and a half, or 
two feet of vegetable foil, and what naturalifts call 

MARGA TOFF ACE A FISTULOSA, tO thc thicknefs 

of fourteen feet, we then arrive at fend to a great 
depth. In China^ and particularly in its fouthern 
and fouth-wcftern parts, the earth gives, at its fur- 
face) almoft the tbicknels of tbfec feet in vegcta- 

Wr 
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Me foil, and the marga toffacea fistulosa, 
gives on the contrary but fix or eight, at moft. 
Whether this difference of the vegetable foil, in 
quantity, can be the phyfical caufe of the greater 
fertility of the Chinefe foil, or not, we cannot doubt ; 
but thh fertility is not every where equal. The lands 
which arc tnoft to the fouthward, are more fertile 
than the reft ; and the mountains never as ftony 
there, as elfc where. Their earth is volatile and 
porous^ and yields readily to the imprcflion of iron ; 
the rock is not often found there but at the depth of 
fomc hundreds of feet. Thus the vegetable faltf 
nourifli the vegetable foil. 

Though all vegetables can be fufficiently 
nouriflied on a foil of two feet in depth, yet it ap- 
pears not abfurd to believe, that the deeper and thick- 
er it is, the more nourifbment and fubftance vege- 
tables ftiouM have, and we (hould have them larger 
and more exquifite in tafte. Eurepeans^ who judge 
that the tafte of the vegetables of their country, is 
more favory than that cf the Chine/e^ cannot be 
competent judges, fince it is not agreed that the 
tafte of Europeans is the bcft. If we will examine 
nature, and the effence of the land, we will readily 
pirceive, that being porous and faponaceous it draws 
to itfclftkc juices of the vegetable earih which is ow 
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it, confiimes them, and lets them flow throwgh iti 
pores to its interior parts ; Thus if it is a great mafs^ 
and the vegetable earth is in fmall portions, an^i di- 
vided into fevcral furfaces, it is evident, that the 
foil which is found in a ftate oppofite to this, 
ought to be moft fertile. To which if we add, 
<hc falts with which the Chlnefe earths arc charged 
find the cfFcft of the dung produced from their 
numerous cattle, nourifhed with vegetables, im- 
pregnated with thofe falts, we (hall have no fcru- 
Ple to fay, that the merit of the Chlnefe in the 
fertility of their lands, is not aftonifhing. 

The only merit that could be granted them, 
Would be their truly induftrious method of watering 
their grounds ; if on the contrary it did not ferve to 
convince us of their lazinefs and ignorance : For, 
with their means, they ought to have triple 
the produce which they really receive, and alway$ 
a fufEcient furplus to prevent the famines Co frequent 
n this empire j to remove the unnatural pretences^ 
to fell their children ; and finally, of being obliged 
to fupport themfelves with all forts of aliment ; 
with infers, reptiles, and food the moft difguftingt 
tvrhich produce the puftules and ulcers, with which 
their bodies are covered j one of the effential quali- 
|i^$ Qf whichj iS| tha( of being ^ommunip^^ted by 
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the touch alone. We need not fccK: elfcvrhere, tho 
caufe of the ftink of the exhalatior.s, nnJ the perfpi- 
ration of the Chinefe bodies ; it proceeds from theif 
nourifliment ; aod the freouerit difoafes fccn in Chi- 
na^ and unknown in Europe^ to our moft fjCiiful 
doctors, are but the efFe6ls of their food, a:4 in V''^^r 
ticular of the flell^ of putrified animals. 

What has juft been faid prefcnts us with two 
refledlions. One, that the vulgar, that is to fay, 
the greatcft number of the inhabitants of this em- 
pire, follow the define of Lantz-fuy which per- 
mits, and even enjoins, the fupport'mg one felf with 
the flefh of putrid animals, and every kind of meat; 
He himfelf fet the example. The other reflexion 
(o be made, is, that the fclence of medicine with 
which the Jffuits and others, have chofen to deco- 
rate fo highly, the anceftors of the prefent genera- 
tion, has not been tranfmitted to them. There is 
not a finglc Chinefe^ who knows as much of that 
fcience as a fcholar of a year in Europe ; all their fci- 
cnceconfifts in reading fome books which treat of 
it. They have ordinances, and even apothecaries 
(hops : I'hey have fevei al books, as in Europe^ 
thofe of TissoY, Hallek, and Haller; ^'ut they 
have never had a Do«5tor ofPiiyfic, who approach. 

ed, 
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ed, even the (hadow of thofcjuftly celebrated men. 
The Chinefe Phyficians arc cxaflly what the quackj 
ana cmpyricks arc in Europe : They have even their 
Cacmostros, Mesmers, and their Comus's ; 
they poflifs fecrets even more in number than the 
li'tle Albert, by which they cure fooietimei) and 
kill very often. 

The Chine fi manufactures, of every kind, are 
difplayed to the eyes of all the world, who judge 
of their imperfeiStion ; and we ihall find none, of 
which we have not better in Europe^ that is. to 
fay, ofthofe that are compatible with the climate. 
The beft of their porcelains, which they make^or 
the Court and Grandees, never attain the perfe&icn 
of thofe of Eur»pe in greateft repute. That of ^ax^ 
§nyy refifts fire, better than the Chinefe^ and if the co- 
lors, and the varnifhes that the Chinefe have, in their 
country, in all their pcrfe£lion ; and if the waters, 
air, climate, in fine, every circumftance was not fo 
avorable to them, for thefe forts of manufactures, 
there would be room to believe, that they would 
rot be an objeCt of exportation, for all the reft of the 
world ; and the madnefs of the Europeans^ in parti- 
cular, for thofe articles, would not have lafted fo long, 

I^ their ink, paper, ftuiFs, cabinet work, gold 

WO 
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work, afld all the reft of their works, except in ivo- 
rj, what particular merit have they ? Why do the 
people in Europe andelfewhere, fccm to cftecm them 
fo highly ? I muft fay, it is but the neceffity of com- 
merce, and exchanges, more forced in China than 
elfewhere. It is only the circumftance of the re- 
motenefs of China, and the ridiculous folly of th« 
coxcombs in china-ware, which caufe this com- 
merce to cxift? Let them compare the labors of 
the Chinefe manufadlures, the moft ancient that 
arc known, with the moft modern, and they will 
fee, that the difFererwcc is nothing, unlcfs we e:«:ept 
fomcthingof form. But this Chinefe foil produces 
things which are peculiar to it. Botany efpecially, 
md Natural Hiftory, in general, have wbcrewirh 
to content the curious, who arc the moft infatia- 
ble. If the Chinefe government, were not fo jea- 
lous, and fevere, in keeping away the Conno]jje^ 
krs in thofe fcicnces, they would gain much, and 
difcovcries would fpread themfelves confiderably ; 
but the Europeans who flop fome time at ^an^ 
iheu, or fail along the Coajfs of China, have fef- 
dom purfued thcfe objefts^ and then, only by ftealth. 
The fmall number of others who had opportuni- 
ty to go to Pekin, and further ftill, were too much 
obieiyed, for them to be able to get into the 

country 
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country to inveftigate them, and to examine the 
natural prodii61ions. The Jffuits alone, have bcerf 
able to attain this; but the major part of them 
cither were fhutup in the imperial palace, to la- 
bor there in mechanifm, or calculate aftronomy } 
and the reft were occupied in the " The Vine- 
yard OF THE Lord," fo that we arc indebted to 
them very little, in what rcfpe£ls botany, and na* 
tural hiftory. 

The kind of Chriflianliy which was in ChinOi 
in the happy times of thofe Fathers^ was pretty much 
diffufed through the feveral provinces of this vaft 
empire; and the number of thofe Chrtftians wai 
nearly 200,000. They privately fent to Rome^ fomc 
children of their profelytes. Thefe children were edu- 
cated there, in the human, as well as divine fciences* 
At their return from Europe^ the entrance into the 
interior of their country being cafy to them, they 
fprcad themfelvcs every where. It is to fome of 
them that we owe our acquaintance with fome herbs^ 
roots, trees, (hrubs, mines, and feveral other topo- 
graphical, and geographical fails, 'Tis in vain to 
flatter ourfelves ^as fome among the Europeans do) 
with the knowledge of the ancient and modern cba- 
raders of the Chinefe language ; in vain they wifb 

to 
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to pcrfuadc us, that they know them ; people will 
always have much difficulty in belie ving their aflcr- . 
tions. Wc know, as well as they, that the ftud/ 
of the ancients is the fource of t^'e knowledge that 
we acquires but for to ftudy them, they muft be 
iGmprehended\ and all the writings of EuropMns^ 
that we have hitherto feen, rela:ive to the Chinefi 
tongue, are not fyflicieutly convincing, to induce, 
us to believe their authojrs : however learned, and 
well experienced, in other branches of literature. 
Thus, I think, we may be very happy in being able 
to ftudy the writings of the Cbinefe^ who were edu- 
cated in Europe^ 

With the writings of one of thefr in the handf , 
we find eafily in the province even of Pekdly on the . 
ienitory oi Ifort-tcha^ (a little town), a wild fnrub 
of the heighrh and form of a young cyprcfs both in 
the leaves, and bark and branches; its flowers arc. 
divided into twelve fillets of purple color, the calix 
is thiee inches long, and five in circumference ; the 
piftil gives a fruit which has two kernels, and each 
of them is like a nutmeg, which the]^ gather during 
the months of Juguft and Septembers their colour is 
yellowifli ; its odor is heavy, its faftc fharp and 
ftrong, and neverthelefs iiot difagre?able. Thcfc: 
k^rpels are, with great difficulty broken, and ar« 
& neyerthelcfs 
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neverthelefs very lijjht, people extraft oil from th em 
they grate them alfo, and ufe ihem as fpices. If this 
wild flirub, of which none of our authors fpf ak, wa< 
caicfully cultivated, it ipight ferve inftead of the 
natmcg. Iilovesahun[)id foil, anda foggy climate 
Perhaps it might be tranf portable iuto Bengal. 

By univcrfal confent, the camphire of 5«OT^/rj 
is much better than that' of Chinaj as produced in 
the market fcr furopeani. However, there are 
realons to believe, that it might equal the firft, if 
the Ckintji were anxious about its cultivav.on. It 
has been obferved^ that the fmall quantity whicli 
has been cultivated with care, has furpaflfed thstof 
Sumjtra : For it does not excite heart-burns, nor 
headaches, as that of Sumatra does ; and they have 
alfo perceived in it, fome other valuable qualities, 
of which, thofe of fortifying the flomach, and difli- 
pating readily the obftruaions, are the principal ; 
and people have conftantly obfcrved, that it gives 
much more activity to the medecines with' which it 
is mixed, 

Tht camphor tree of Sumatra has been com 
psred (from its exterior rcfemblance) to the laurel; 
but this refemblancc is not eafily perceived at the 
firft gUncci on the contrary, Icarcel) have people 

fec» 



feen that of China, than they thfnt it is a laurcfj 
the firtrilitodtf is fo perfeSi 

Th* trees art which th^ fillc-worrfis arc tiorii 
^fid wbric, are not at all of the fpecics of our miiU 
berry trees : tfey afe in truth but fmall fhrubs api 
proaching the fafhe fpecieSj itot higher than tWd 
feet, Icraded with fcveral branches, that are ftroh'^ 
and whcrfe inViiimerable little indented leaves' (whiclif 
ftrve the Wofftis for nourifhmeiit) refemble mutH 
the comon grafs,- with Whi:h the meadows ar^ 
iovcici ; on thefe branches the worms are bofir^ 
hbor, and undergo all their changes; The propri- 
etors of thcfe fhrubs have but the trouble of gatHe-i' 
ring thfe flit, Which remains on them. The pods 
which remain, either through forgetfulnels of choice/ 
renew the generation. From this filk, the Chinejl 
make many wotks which fcYVe for the moflr part for 
ftrangers. This filk is coarfe, not very flexible^ 
and is fubje6l to break ; with fonte care and intelli- 
gchce people might give it the fame per/c6tion as thg 
othcr^ which the Chtnefe manufaAure admirably. 
It is among thefe fhrubs which are on the plain tha^ 
they often find worms, whofe thicknefs exceeds not 
that oftlireeor four hairs, and of an aflonifhin^ 
l#ngth^ of a green colour, jufllike the leaves of 

tVefi^ 
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Chcfc flirubs which they Airround and exift upoit* 
'At firft, when fecn, they appear, like a thread of 
green filk, and if one is not attentive to prevent it, 
they leap on the bodyj or on a limb, which they 
iurround, and embrace fo clofely, that they bury 
themfelvcs intheflc(h» Among thcfpccies of goats 
which give mufk, we ought not to comprehend 
another animal, which gives the bcft, and is found 
in the mountains to the northward of Pe^in : it rc- 
fembles the wolf much, has the fame features, fame 
figure, a little larger and redder ; it is called 7votz ; 
it moves only by leaps j its eyes are as fine and as 
large as thofe of the flag. The mulk of this animal, 
is more precious, more cfteeaied^ and dearer, than 
the other, which we know of 5 its efFe£ls are the 
fame, except that they arc quicker and more cffica- 
cious,and its odor docs not caufe the headache. 
Everykind of Serpent keeps at a diftanca from it^ 

1^J Hindoo/Ian^ people find the Goo- 
roodo, the facred bird of the Indians^ which 
I fhall treat of in the fecond volume. It 
is found likewife on the highcft mountains in 
Cbinaj which not being of a different fpecies from 
tht Indian Gooroodo, prefents, neverthelefs, feme 
ftriking diiFerenccs, which are caufedfrom fome 

oafual 
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cafualcircum (lance. The Gooroodo of China is, 
from the bent point of its beak, to the extremity 
of the feathers of the tail, Hvc feet and three inches ; 
the beak has on it three cafes, on^^over the other, 
and is almoft a foot in length. Such was the one 
which they prcferved at the Phyficians of the em- 
peror, whom I have made mention of, at the be- 
ginning of this book. The other parts re(emble 
the Gooroodo of Hindoojian^ and he fubfifts on (he 
fame fort of nourifliment. This difference which 
appears not of any confequence for natural hiftorv, 
is yet to be remarked, becaufc it may afford fomo 
light'to a my thological epocha, and on the differ- 
ence which cxifts between the Bramin Indians 
and thofc who pafled intoCA/>i^, and eftab! i flictJ 
there a fmall fed, one of whofe principal doo-mas 
is engrafted on the transformation of Rama into a 
Gooroodo, fuch as is fcen in Chtna^ and of which 
we have juft fpoken. Even thofe fmall beings 
t)ujttcrflie», are interefting and ufeful in Chhui, 
The fpecies are innumerable ; the beauty and viva- 
city of their colors ; the arrangement of them, 
clafled by the difpodng hand of nature, enchants ; 
their appearance is beautiful, and their utility, is 
great. They are eafily caught by means of a weak 
Iblution of gum, with which the Chine/e rub the 

branches 
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^it'.'i/c th-rfc ariiclcs, which do, or ought t* 
ccnpore ir, adlivdy, and paffivtiy. They bring 
to China^ caih, teeth, and tufks of elephants, fine 
jcvi cilery, fsndal- wcod, fafFron frotji Europe and 
ItJic^ pepper, cloth of every kind, fire-arms, fine 
woollen cloihs, clock work,, eagle-wood, opium, 
fnafr, perfumes, the falt-pctre of Bengal^ fine pearls, 
pum lack, ftrong liquors; the camphire of Suma^ 
ira^ birds nefts, arrack, beetle, fiisils, fhark-fins, 
cccrs nerves, civet, orpiment, mother of pearly 
fa:>dal in paftc, to rub the body, cotton, particu- 
Irily what they load from Surat^ and every kind o 
gum, forvarnifh. 

To thefe articles we may add, falfe pearls, 
nc'ves of the antelope and fwinc, coarfc woollens, 
f^iie gems, white and colored ; fomc of the com- 
polition which is called Rajemahal ftonc, of which 
the Chinefe arc fond ; Moultan earth, gun-powder, 
medicinal preparations, with direftions for the ufe. 
of them, in the Malay tongue, all forts of hand- 
fomc hardware, the red and yellow Morrocco*s of 
D'tarbekir and Erzeroum^ which may be eafily ob- 
tained by tbc veffcls of Smyrna^ and Scandenon^, 
mv'hich is confidered the port of AJepfd^ where the 
caravans from Perfidy and all the countries which 
gre beyond the Eufhratts and Tigris arrive. They 

prcpar* 
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Prepare in Behdr, alfo a drink for China^ ubtch 
would be another article of aaive commerce, for 

the knglijh. 

Tnfe article* brought from ChlHa iare known • 
ahd tbbre who engage in that trade, are better ablfe 
than any one, to afcerhih the qualities and quahti- 
Vie's of ifie Chine fe rncrchahdizes, that they have 
in the market ; by regulating themfelveS dcccfdirig 
tp their commifiion, and by obferving as much as 
pofiible, what has been mentioned above. 

The Cklncfe policy^ cbhfiflsi in tttalcing a p»oni- 
pous and falfc difplay, of the power of their empire ; 
ill faying that its revenues are immenfc, that their 
army is innumerable ; in (hewing a great contempt 
for ftr angers, and above all, for Europeans^ in ab- 
folutelv prohibiting them from entering the interior 
of their country, punifliing them \CTy rigidly for 
the leaft fault and finally crufliing them by their 
infultsand injufticc. They are fo fearful of fomd 
enterprise on the part of the Europeans^ and cf- 
pecially of the Engltjh^ that they have already de- 
liberated at Pekin^ whether they fhould abfolutcly 
fhut all the ports of C/wa againft them. Their 
hatred, their contempf, averfion, artd fear, aug- 
T rhehc 
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Tnent daily. It is of that empire that I wifli to fee 
a part difmembcred^ arrd pofiefled by the Englijh^ 
ivho appear more than any other nation in a con* 
dition to execute thofe wifhes. In great affairs, and 
where there are. few meafures to purfue, circum- 
fpedlion caufes to be prudent. In fuch cafes the 
boldeft fleps arc the wifeft, and the cxcefs, even 
of audacity, becomes an aflurance of fuccefs. Bc- 
fides, . favorable opportunities do not prefent them- 
selves often. The time in which I write is really 
the proper one for to put in execution this projc6t, 
which is relifhed by fenfible people. 

I feel an inexprcflible confolation, in hearing 
that Englayid is fending an ambaflador, to China. 
if he wifhes to fucceed, it is to Pekin itfelf, that he 
fliould go. It is proper, that the emperor, and all 
his court, fliould hear, the firm and refolute tone 
of an ambaflador of the Britifli nation, to which he 
owes redrefs for its wrongs. The time is come, 
■when the veil of myftery fhould fall, and ideas, juft 
and proportioned to that vafl monarchy, fliould take 
place of thofcj which [people have till now enter- 
tained of it. 

As often, as the empire has been attacked vi- 
goroufly, it has been fubducd, and the foreign con- 
queror* 
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querors have reigned there and do ftill. As oftca 
as any powerful man in Chinas has difplaycd the 
ftanJrd of revolt, feparatc kingdoms have been 
formed, from which much trouble has arifen to the 
throne. As often, as the Chinefe mountaineers, 
have rtfufcd to pay tribute to the emperor, they 
have fucceeded, and there are fome people of this 
defcription even now, in the neighbourhood of Pi- 
kln^ who are indepcndant; and whenever ^ hibst^ 
Napaul^ the" kings of Ava of Cochin China^ and 
Great Britain^ unite, in taking from ihe Chineje 
empire, fuch parts of ir, as they may rcfpcdlively 
prefer, they will readily obtain the objects of their 
purfuit. But yet, once more I aflert ; that occafions 
more favourable than the prefent, do not prefeat 
themfelvcs often. 

It is really time, to give a good leflbn to the 
Chinefe. In my though' s, I fometimes tranfports 
myfelf to London^ and place myielf, not in the 
midfl of the two houfes of Parliament, where too 
much eloquence an J tale;ics would be necefTary, 
to procure attention for me ; but in the roidft of the 
people : and I fay to them, " Englijhmsn^ do you 
know that the Chinefe dcfpife, infult, and deprive 
you of civil liberty, in tht-ir country .3 ftrikc at you, 
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ia the pcrfons of your countrymen, and ill trej^t 
you (through your fellow citizens,) in the highcft 
Jcgrce. Know ye tbiit your countryoisa who go to 
china as traders, can have no free con) municatioHj^ 
but with Chinefe commiflarics, appointed to fix the 
prices of the njerchandize, of your country, and 
their own ; Jciiow then Ettglijhmin^ that the patience 
of your countrymen, is now exiiauftcd, on account 
of what they hay* fufFered for 4 long time ; tnorc^ 
over, t^at they arc difgraced, ifi the eyes of the Chinefe 
thcmfclves, as well as in thofe of the perfons, who 
are fpe£lators of the treatment they receive, 
Know, that the love of that gain, which hides fa 
great a portion of what tl\ey fufFcr, can lead them 
to that oegreeof iufenfibility, which may in time 
irreparably injure, the national character. Know 
JEngliJhmen^ that thcfc fame Chinefe^ owe your na-r 
tion, yQiy con^derable f urnsjwbich they vyiji noi; 
ycpay 5 ^nd know, that they \$^ould not qierit even 
tLc glory of having you for an enemy, if they dc- 
(crved not to be puniflied/' 

Even the ambaffador o^ Great Brit^in^ before 
be arrives at the tower of Xy^//, will fee the truth 
of what I have faid buforc, rcip.cctiiig the river, and 
^l\c .obft...c!.'i pla^^ed. tlicic to rr^ard Liie paff'gc up. 
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Qn his arrival at !^ujuch:u^ he vvili br received 
by the Viceroy-y not \vith the honours (due to 
his ch^adtcr, but he will be loaded, and over7 
burthcncd with compliments, which ^re forc^ 
cd, cold, aud difcouraging : If he chufes not to 
lodge at the fadlory, which is by no means conve- 
nient, he will be lodged ia one of the Imperial pa- 
laces; The guard 0/ honory will be given him in 
great numbers, who will prevent any Chineje froai 
entering his apartments, without the permilfioa 
of the Viceroy. Every communication with the 
people of the country, will be interrupted : His 
houfe will be filled or furrounded with fpies : He 
will not be ^ble to goat his pleafure through th? 
city, or abroad 5 and when he chufes to folicit any 
aiifwer, they will overwhelm him with vifits, com, 
pliments, delays and equivocation, to tire his p^'. 
tience, and overcome his conflancy. 

If his commiffion is to goto Ptkin\ varioua, 
unforejeen 2LCcidci\tSy inundations, epidcmick difeafr 
cs, a violent indifpofition of the cni^ieror, or fomp 
ofthe empr.effes, or even fome cxu ^ordinary -comr 
cts, will be announced, together with a profufion 
qf ceremonies to retard, or prevent his journey. 
But at length ifhis patience, conftancy, and firm^ 
mfs, fucccedj and he begins his journey to the Im- 
perial 
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pcrial rcfidence, I then wifli him, ten times more 
coolijtfs, and its concomitant qualities. Perhaps he 
will fiot arrive in lels than five or fix months by lanct 
or water; which ever way he chances to proceed. 
His liberty will be curtailed, while his body will 
alfo be confined in a coach, or bark, nearly as in a 

cage. The windows and doors will be clofd ; 
frarcely will they be opened for him, at different 
times and in places, where nothing will be to be 
feen. In all the cities through which he muft pafs, 
the Ficeroys^ and (lOvernors, will conftantly give 
}:im the f'n-^c reception, bcflow the fame honors, 
{'Aw.t coirpliineiits and fame portion of refped^ ; 
:md the Manr.nrins^ who accompany him in this 
j Mirncy. will take caretocaufe the mod inextri- 
cable crnbarrafiments, on the roads, in order to 
prolong the journey ; perhaps, they will even carry 
him about, from province, to province ; and in- 
ftead of travelling 700 leagues, the di fiance from 
^tancheu to Pekin ; he will have travelled twice 
that number. Not to give him an opportunity <»f 
fcei,ng all the empire, but to txhauft his fpirits, fa- 
tigue him, and retard his arrival, at the capital. 
Atid the CJ/mejc^ are malicious and wicked enough 
to hope, for forne accidcnr to his perfon, which 

•may 
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may difpenfe with his advancing, altogether. It 
may appear^ very malicious on my parr, to think 
in this manner, of the government of China; but 
the event will juftify my prcdidlions, and the 
complaints we fhall hear foon, will be my apology. 

But, fuppofe the ambafFador arrived at Pekin. 
He will have time to repofe himfelf after the fatigues 
of his journey, before he fees the Emperor, and 
enters on his negociation. I will wager that- 
they fatigue him more in the capital, than even in 
provinces. He will perhaps be ailonifhed to hear 
that there are at P^kifi the p^tty^ and gran a juries* 
In England, thofe are dear to the nation, and they 
feel comfort in pronouncing their names. It i^ 
not entirely fimilar, at Pf^ifJ ; thofe among the mi- 
niftcrs who enjoy a good reputation for honefty 
form the petty juries ; thofe who have confirmed 
that reputationjby their adions, on the petty, form the 
grand juries. 

The firft of thofe minlfters, are called thinks 
ing minifters, the (scond Jign'ing ones. In all great 
affairs, thofe minifters arc called to the council. 
As foon as any ftcp is propofed, the thinking mi- 
niftcrs have only to refic(3, and finally fay, whether 

it 
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it i<i Aifcrrptible of difcuffion, or not; their feint* 
ment*; fpoken, they retire. Then the fecond debate 
oil it, decide, and write their opinions. I believe 
this approaches very near the notion that wc have^ 
of the grand and petty juries in England. Here, 
it is no longer permitted any writer whatever, un- 
lefs an hiftorian, to prociicd further — Theambaffa- 
dor will fall fick : become chagrined, and fad ; but 
neVerthclcfS) the delayl, tricks, and deceptions of 
the Chlnefe^ will not end, and he will perceive at 
laft,thatiti$ a ftrong imperious threatening and cate-' 
gorical tone, that muft be held with people, who 
have no fentiments towards the Eurcpeans^ but thcfe 
of averfion : he will fee, to what degree the EngUJh 
arc hated and dreaded ; he will fee, that the Tartars 
can only be compared to the foldiers of the Poptj 
he will likewifc perceive the truth of the proverb, 
which fay, that it is not the Tartars^ who have 
conquered China^ hut their horfes^ and yet thofe 
horfcs are very little fuprrior to i\io{co{ Hi ndctjlan 4 
they are even fmallcr and rather timid. 

The grandees of every order, arc the only 
perfons in Cblna^ who ^fFefl to be difclples of Con- 
fucius ; and to follow his do^rincs, precepts, and 
councili : siiid thereby they have it more in their 

power 
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^bwer to cbvcr themfelve's with fhe veil of hjpo- 
crify, and deceive With mott fafety and impunity. 
The people, IcTs itWul than th^ gr«W, in th* i>e- 
cclTary art of difllmulatidrt, have never liccomfiiodisit- 
c4 thcmfelvcsi to the fe verity, or juftnefs bftW 
doftrine, of that Tf hilofopher— tTius they have em- 
braced openly that of Lanlt-ffu Whitb fhey prefer^ 
a$ being o^ore agreeable to them t It conceals not 
itAlf i one of the articles of belief of the grandees 
ofCbfHo^ is that " nothing, is the pnrtciple, zni 
end of every thing which exifts." It is ftbm nrthingj 
that our firft parents h^vt dertrtdj their origin^ and 
it is to that, ibey have returned; lifttt their c6afih]f 
to exift } all beings differ fl-dm each othfcri but by 
their figure anil qualities. From the fame metttly 
can be fabricated a man, a horfe, a tree, or any 
other body. Ifallthofe different parts, WCtc mel- 
ted into one maft, they would all Iota their feJpeaivfc 
figures and qualities j and would forrti fcmly eh6 
Tingle, and homogeneous fubftaiice* It ii the fam*'^ 
ffay they) with all beings ariim^fcd, ot -ofhifrWvfe^ 
although varied by thdr figure, afid <}ualitits 2 TheJ- 
ttrc ail but one^ and the fame thing ; procfceditr^ 
frdm the fame principle 5 that h to fay, froitt vb" 
THING. This univcrfal principle, is pure, exempt 
from change, very fubtile, and fiitiple : It is, in 
V abfg^ 
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abfolutc incrtnefs : It is neither virtuous, nor vici-r 
cus, nor intciiigent. Its ejjence^ confifts in being 
nvithout the leaftaftion: *' Know (faid this phi- 
lofophcr, to his difciples) that there is no other 
principleof all things, but nothing, andthatitis 
from NOTHING, that every thing has proceeded; 
and to NOTHING all things muft return, and that it 
is there, where all our hopes end," Yet, this phi- 
lofopher, makes a diftln»Slion, between good, and 
ill, and fpcaks of recompenfe and punifliment, after 
death ; he requires a very rigid obfcrvancc of the 
five precepts : Which are, not to kill any living 
creature j net to take the property of another ; not 
to pollute onefclf by impurity ; not to lye \ nor 
drink wine. 

Yet much labour is not required, to find 
ftriking differences in their books. A colleftion, 
of doftrinal fentences, which is likewife attributed 
to Confucius fays, that if the foul, was any thing 
clfc than the body, or were it the fame, as they 
fay; it would yet be fufceptible of augmenta- 
tion, diminution, and other eftefts, of which they 
fay, it is not fufceptible at prefcnt. When people 
cut: (fays this book) one of the members, (not a 
principal one,) of the human body, the foul exiffs 
in the otiier parts. If it were a thing fcparate, and 

dif- 
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different from the body, one might believe, that it 
has loft of its totality^ the portion, which was in' 
the member cut, which was vivified bjr it, or that 
it is diminifhed, and has retired into, the other 
members. In the firft cafe, it would be fufceptiblc 
of di^ninution, and by confequence of augmentati- 
on ; in the fecond, it woild be capable of clofing 
itfelf; And if the foul has ihefe qualities, one can 
fay, that it is mere body. 

By thefc doflrines, and fophifms, one may af- 
ccrtain, whether the Chimje^ of any confidcration, 
arc materialifts, deifts, or devoid of all religion : 
What is certain is, that they make a parade of 
them, and pjirticuhrly of ihcfe, which can fcrv« 
as veils to their hypocrify and craft : It is not only 
for the purpofe of fpeaking of their dogmas and 
morality, that I have inferted ihcfc articles, but to 
acquaint my readers that the great make a parade 
of thofc doctrines in the face of the people, and ftran- 
gers, when they have any thing to treat of with them. 
If the Chlne/e^ of all the people of Jjia^ are the Icaft 
fuperftitious, as fome perfoa has written, it is only 
the local infpedion, of the interior of the country 
which can convince the world of the contrary, ^wn^ 
$hi^ ^nd the other jveat cities (above all the mari- 
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time oncf ) arc in Chinay ^s d^y aic; cyerj wher^ 
elfc ; that is to fay, the national charaSer^ ip^n- 
ncTS, religioa, cuftoms^ and even. laws, ?re mutila- 
ted, altered, changed. It is the confequenccrofi 
f^reat population in a fingle j>li\ec \ and of wealth, 
and its attendant, corrupiion. 

\ WILL here relate a faft, which will enable irj 
readers toformajuft oninion, of the CAiWy^, a«4: 
their government. It is nearly fifty years, fir.ce the 
Dutch^ maffacrcd at Bataviay ajl tbe Ghme/^^ who 
v^ereeftabliflied there-, either as merchants, or fb,. 
journers. It is not my plan here, to eflc{uire,. whe- 
ther the Dutch^ or the Chinejey w^re moft to bUme. 
Thefucccfs, flicws us, that if the X)«/f^, were, not 
in the right, they were not entirely in the wrong. 
They aflerted. that the Chincft were fufpefted of fome 
confpiracy. The Ckin^/^^ on the other hand decla- 
red that their countrymen were maflacred, that their 
riches migbt be fcize<^. The court of P<?^/;» fd^ {^^^ 
fiWy, thata<aion: It threatened, but that was all: 
no confequences followed. The Chimfe govern- 
ment was prudent, and virould not meafure its ftrength 
with that of the Dutch ; their weaknefs would have 
been difcovered, and the Hon of the fable ^ would 
have appeared what it really was. The Chinefi 
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Qoolifluei th«ir trade to Batavia^ and the Dutch 
ihcirs to China. People Recall t« their minds this 
faft continually: And the CA/;///^ content tliemfcU 
yc$ by hating the Dutch with all their foul, but thq 
Dutch laugh at them, and go. 011, their own way. 

This faft occafions us to remember the cruel- 
ty, with which the Chinefi formerly treated the if- 
landers of Formofa^ whofe inhabitants they flaugh- 
tered, in the mott inhuman manner, What right liad 
the Chinefi? Twenty-four centuries ago they were 
ignorant even of theexiftenceoftbat jffand; which 
proves at once, their cruelty and their ignorance in 
nautical concerns. Simple chance, caufedfomejunks, 
which a tempcft had driven from the land, to an- 
ckor at Formo/a : They were received with pity and 
kindnefs, the iflanders of every rank, age, and fex, 
heaped with prodigality upon them, the produftions 
of the moft falutary hofpitality. What barbarian* 
thefc Chinefi were ! They maflacred their hofts, and 
carried away their women, children, and efFeds, 
The ifland was deferted, and remained in that ftate, 
until the beginning of the laft century, when the 
Japaneje felz^cd if, and placed th^re, a pretty nu- 
mcroiit colony, which was flourifhing at the time 
of the arrival of the Dutch^ who buTlt a houft on 
thcfca-ihqre, to favour ihcir commerce with Jipan^ 

It 
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It W2S not difficult to them, to convert it, into » 
fortrcfs, becaufe the Japane/e^ were mere traders ; 
and that iherc cxifted between thero, a kind of trea- 
ty of commerce. If the Dutch had not been dif-' 
poUeflcd by the famous pirate, who feized it, juft 
at the time of the Tartarian coi.queft, they would 
have remained there, to this day j for never have 
the Chinefe^ been able, to do any thing of cor.fe- 
qiiencc, at fca, by open f< rce. If at this time a 
Mvy important part of that ifland, belongs to the 
CJ?'ine/e : it is to their deceit, and the bravery of 4 
dtf.endantof that piratical king, to whicl^ they ar« 
icdcbtcd. 

The ifland, has ncverthelcfs no port. The 
n>aller of that ifland, if he poflefles not at the fame 
titrx, the little one o{ Ponv-hou^ which is very near, 
woiilJ not have fhelter for a fingle veflTcl. The port 
of Pong' huh large, fafe, and quite (hcltcrcd from 
danger, Thefc two illands alone, would form a 
confidcrablc power, and one capable of exaSing tri- 
butes, from China, and Japan, The part of the 
ifland, which is fubjcd to the Chinefe, is fertile, and 
abounds in everything; it can furnifli enough to 
maintain ten times more inhabitants than it contains j 
fleets would want nothing j and as it is divided, by 
»i«iinEains klmol); in accciSible^ it th9nc« happens, 

iha^ 
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that the eaftcrn part is inhabited only by the natiro 
iflandcrs, who are rich in gold iand filver, andwhofe 
manners are neither barbarous nor cruel, except 
towards the Chinefe and Dutch, Every other nation, 
which reforts to their coaft, is well received, and 
finds every afliftance, that can rcafonably be defircd 
of them 5 fomc little prefcnt of red cloth, painted li- 
nens, or liquors, will obtain every thing wiflied for^ 
from them. They eafily perceive, whether people 
deceive them, or have any hoftile intentions towards 
their country. In that cafe, they arc in tradable. 
Befides, of what ufe would it be, to feize their lands ? 
By prefents, mildnefs, franknefs, and trade, peo- 
ple can obtain their gold, and the other proJuSlions 
of their country. A tieaty of alliance and commerce, 
might acquire for the -ff/i^///^, an ciiablifhment, cer- 
tain, powerful, and of the greateii confcquence. 
The Chinefe have never had any right on this part 
ofthcifland; the pirate was not mafter of all the 
iflaiid 5 nor were the Dutch or Japanefe. 

It is to the inhabitants of the Eaftern part 
©f this ifland, that we are Indebted for the firft 
knowledge we had of being able to fave a fhip in a 
Itorm, by the means of oil. Thofe peopb never 
having had any communication with the Chinefe^ 
nor any other nation, from whom they could draw 

fuppor^ 
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fupport were obliged to fubfift chicRy on fifh | 
their own Coafts not furnilhing muchj they were 
obliged toftand out fifteen or twenty leagues €o feai 
their boats, too faiaU to withftand the force of the 
waves, fo far from laad) and in danger of ^eing fwal-^ 
]owed up every moment, chance which has aUi^ay$ 
Served mankind more than any other caufe, like* 
wife ferved thofe fllanders, in diicovering to them^ 
the means of faving themfelvcs with their lilile 
boats, from deftrii<9;ion. Numbers of thefe boats, 
being one day fi&ing, they were overtaken by a 
ftorm, which ovcrfct fome of them ; the provifioa 
of oil they had with them for the ufc of their lamps, 
was mixed with the falt^water, and to the aftonilh* 
ment of all the beholders, the boats near thofe in 
which the oil had been, were undifhirbcd. This 
anecdote being made known, was the caufe 
of thofe people becoming £b very bold at fca. 
This method of ftilling the waves of a difturb- 
ed fca, was only known to the inhabitants of the 
ifland of Fcrmifay which place never having been 
much frequented by ftrangers of any defcriptioD, 
much Icfs by £urop^dms^ the difcovery remained a 
long time unknown; but it is natural to IhinJc, that 
the Dutchj who fhewed themfelves at f imeft on thefe 
coafts, {houl<l one day difeover this, which was the 

cafe^ 
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care, for they were the firft pcrfons, who brought 
th^ fccfct to Europe. The Captain of a Dutch 
ihipi near th^ ifland of Amfierdam^ made a trial of 
^c cxpetimcnt^ in the year J 770, whcp, his (hip, 
overtaken by a violent gale of windi \1e41 in dapger 
of b^l'ig daihed to pieces, by the force of the 
Wavps ; fortunatpiy, he recplledlcd the method qfcd 
Gi> fuch occafions, by the inhiibitants of Forme [9^ 
be jfnmcdiatcly ordered foipe cafks of oil to be 
emptied into the fca , arpvpd the (hip; the wavsl^ 
were inftantly abated, and the foip favcd. I men^ 
tion this with plcafure^ it is ancxtraftof a letter 
written by il/r. ^fgft<rgfiy who was then pji 
board, (addreffed to CoMnt Btntinctf^) and who faw 
the operation y the cau(e and the efF(p£t. In thji 
perufal of this letter, the particulars of the opera- 
tion and its qiFe£ls, are fullj^ detailed apd are very 
intcrefting ; it is aftonifhing th^t fuch an eafy me- 
thod of faving (hips is not carried into execution: 
Nay is fc^rcely fpoken of, although the rfifea is 
certain^ as the experience of the inhabitHpts pf 
Formofo^ has proved for many ages. P//wy and 
Jriftetle have made mention of this cxf-cdient, to 
«)lay the violent agitation, of a rough fea ; but th^ 
queftion is, whetiier thofe illuftfious and celebrated 
men, mention this ^s a circumftaace, that tcojc its 

W rife 
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rife in Europe^ or the Mediterranean; or rather zi 
an event which had happened, in oceans of whidh 
they had read. In another circum (lance, chandc 
has equally ferved thofe ifland crs ; there is in their 
plains and fields a number of mad dogs, (owing to 
the want of good water) which bite travellers, with- 
out barking, or making the leaft noife ; the bite of 
thofe animals, was cei tain death formerly, and even 
the unfortunate fuEerers, were abandoned in the 
fields, to their fate, before death: One of thofe vic- 
tims, forfaken near a tree, on which a fwarm of 
bees had taken up their abode they lodged themfclvc^ 
in numbers, upon the dying peffbn fucking- cvety ' 
part of him, (particularly the wound received frortt 
ihe deadly bite,) fometime after, this poor wretch 
having recovered, as from a fwoon, had firength 
'fenough, to return home, to relate his ftory, and 
fortunate efcape; fince that time, there is no inftance 
of the death of a native by the Hydrophobia, and this 
is the remedy, expofing the patient to the fuftion 
ofafwarmof bees; and provokin gthem at thcfame 
time. It refts with phyficians to judge, whether 
this be the true reafon of the recovery or not, fince 
the fadl, is known to a certainty in the ifland, as 
well as to all thofe who have been there, or fre- 
quent it *, it is even known in Chtna^ but what may 

be 
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he the aflion, and the pafHon, in this mode of cure 
muft be left to our doftors, and academies, to ex^ 
plain; and if cleared up, would be indeed ufeful, 
jfor a difeafe, which has not as yet, admitted of a 

cure. 

If ignorance, fecond mother of all kinds o 
fuperftition, if abfurd, and ridiculous pride, th e never 
failing caufe, cfall fpecies of vices; did not impede 
the fpontaneous fertility, of the Philippine iflands, 
they alone, would fupply and enrich, from their 
own produce, many European nations, without 
prejudice to the inhabitants. The rich pafture, 
which oe'r-fpreads their boundlefs plains, fhould rear 
immcnfc herds of cattle, of different kinds : Their 
arable land, fhould produce fixtinr.es, the quantity, 
it now produces ; alniofl all kinds cfjfruit trees, yield 
three cropF, annually; grain of all kmdSj efpccially 
rice, yield two crops ; and yet, agriculture requircsf 
little or no labor; all other fpecies of animal, vege- 
table, and mineral produ£lions, abound here fpon- 
taneoufly ; and all thofe gifts of nature, are lost 

TO MANKIND. 

The aftual ftate of the Phillippines^ is deplo- 
rable ; fince the Chinefe have been expelled froiT| 

thence^ 
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thence, agricuhure, manofa<aurc$, and eommerc^f 
are fallen to the ground 5 the prefect poffeflbrs ve- 
getate in floth iiidolcncc, and ill-rimcd devotion- 
and yet| ihty often fliew toftrangers, their haugh- 
ty iniuppjftable pride, and their contempt of ail 
other nations. The natives of the covintry, who 
during ih^ ex.ftcnCe of zhe Jejuiti, bore, withfome 
degree of patience, their hard treatment, dragged 
their chains ^"^ woie the yoke, with chriflian re- 
figiiation, are not no^ the fame, tame^ ftibmiffive,! 
beings j they pant for liberty, and nothing Icfs 
than to throw of their yoke, in hopes of which cvtnt^ 
they live, in a fort of reftlefs acquicfcenct-, atten- 
tive to every motion of their tyrants. The hypo, 
trify, cruelty, Hauteur^ and defpotifm, of the late 
prime minifter of Spaifty ^who forti^nately for the 
"whole world, as the natives of the PhiiUppines f^y, 
has be:n tl.fmifled the fervice, through the wifdom 
and goodncfs of the prcfcnt k.ing,) had alienated 
the minds of rhofe people fo wuch, that it is hard to 
be credited, that they fliould ever think well of him : 
i don't kiiow whether the complainrs of thofe un- 
happy people be true, but I know th<i8 his na?n^ wiS 
lo much execrated, that parents made ufe of it, to 
frighten their children, and to point out, ordefcribe, 
funic mor.fter. His lev/ exirafdon, was no fccrcc 
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to them, iind the titles which decorated him^ did not 
at all blindfold them ; their rtioft ifttttit prayers ad. 
drefled to the Supreme Being, confiAed in begging 
that he might be purtiflitd ; theiV vows t^re not 
granted in proportion to their dtdor, Extent, or 
zeal, or he wtould h^vt been ahnfhilatfed. Such 
have been, not long firtce, the cries, ahd wifhcs, 
of the inhabitants, of the PhHHfint iflands ; but 
principally of the original natives, who $re natural^ 
ly as proud as the Sfaffiardf. 

A ftrangf r, and traveller, who has not pfcr- 
iniilion to examine mintitely, into the equity, or 
injufticc of thtfe complaints, and who only refides, 
a few months here, who takes but a curfory view 
of things, cannot form a proper opinion on thefe 
complaints; but it is impoflible, not to fee, the 
glaring abufes that ftarc one in the face, or not to 
hear the general voiqe ; fothat without entering in- 
to any detail, I can truly fay and write, that thefe 
jflands are fo loaded with taxes, and duties under 
fo many denominations, that they are ruined, by 
them, which would not be the cafe, under any other 
government than the one now exiting there. 

XHK fccclcfiailicks, ftcular w»d regular, of 

^hom 
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whom the number is prod*gious,.apd whofc floth cant 
not be furpafled, but by their fuperftiiion ; whofc 
pride can only be compared to their ignorance j 
whofe luxurious livingj, has made them mere drones 
inicnHble, heavy, idle, addidipd to all forts of de- 
bauchery, thofc I fay, enjoy the largcft part of all 
the land?, befidcs having a great many privileges 
in tr^dw* j by the means of their peculiar regulations 
they improve thofe pofleflions ; hofc landlords, rich 
in common, and rich individually, each having his 
miftrefs, finging fonoroufly every day, and bieiling 
tht doner of thofe gifts, take very lictle trouble 
about the happinefs or profperity of the public; i^ 
mutters not to them, whether indudry be encourag- 
ed, or not, their flaves adminift^T to all their wg^nt^ 
and wiflics. 

The police of the country, irregular zn^ de- 
f<rflive as it is, would notbe fodeteftable, ifitcoiil4 
z& freely, and independant of the church \ the go- 
vernors who are placed here by the king's authority 
muft to hold their places, keep upon good terms 
with thofe minifters of the Almighty; if they wifli 
not to be tormented on their return to Eur9pe, 
When a ftranger, has the honor, of being in the 
confidence, of thofc governors, it is then, they 
lamcr>t and explain themfelve^ fully. 
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Their militia, has nothing more, than the 
name; all their merit, confills in wearing a uni- 
form, Uced or embroidered — but, they are in fa6^, 
ignorant of the ufe of powder, mufkets, cannon, 
or any fpccics of military evolutions; or indeed of 
every thing, they (hould know ; thofe men, form- 
erly fo brave, are reduced to fhadows ; they com- 
plain, that it is even not allowed them, to carry 
arms — The Spaniards think they have juft caufe 
to aft thus towards them. So that en an emer- 
gency, this militia, difcontented as they are, and 
detefting the Spaniards moft cordially, would not 
be very forward, in fecuring the pofleiTion of thofe 
knds, to the crown of Spairty which they hate above 
all others. 

The regular troops, that are tranfported thither 
from Spain^ would undoubtedly be braver, and more 
feared, if debauchery, did not enervate, and weaken 
them, fliortly after their arrival. T hey are injured al- 
fo perhaps by themoiftureof the country; they muft 
indeed, be foon debilitated ; fince they were never 
known, to aiEl vigouroufly, when wanted. The 
different clafles, that inhabit the Philippines defpife, 
hate, and berray each other reciprocally, as often as 

they 
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they can, and with all their hearts ^nd fouls; thefe 
diilbntiens alone, would be fufficientj to IqC? this 
country for ever, to the Spaniards. 

Pirates infcft their coafts, take their {hip?, 
derange what little cpmtnerce they h>ve, land in the 
country, carry of the inhabitants, plunder and def- 
troy whatever they come acrofs, Spaniards^ militia 
natives, under whatever denomination, they ineft 
hem^ proud and haughty alike, and eternally at 
war with each other, inflead of joining unanimoufr 
ly againft the common enemy, expelling them, ^d 
protecting thcmfelvcs, and their property, from thofe 
ravages they retire into hiding places, and coverts^ 
and leave the coaft clear. The Englijh,^ know very 
well by experience, that Manilla^ and all the Phi- 
lippines, arc eafily taken, and without much bleed - 
fhed on either fide ; but they don't perhaps know^ 
that the greater part of the inhabitants of thefe if- 
lands,(and even of the IJland of Saints) of all ranks, 
regret, that they have not retained them j and that 
their moft hearty prayers to God, are, to fee. the 
EngiiJJ)y once more ; for they infinitely prefer, a 
total change, to being fevercly ranfomcd, as they 
were in 1762; — if that ranfom has not been fully 
paid to the Englijhy it is not the fault cf the Phiilip- 

pians, 
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ptans, for they paid i% to tb& Sjkmijk govtn|fiien(> 
who no d<^ht hn^e /argot to remh it, to its right 
owner. • - . . ^ . 

The produce of the Philippines, confifts in To- 
bacco, rice, rattans, wax, oil, ehony, all forts ojj 
rcfins, bird's ncfts, iron, copper, excellent fiigar | 
whatever is neceflary for the navy ; allum, buifaloe 
hides, dyeing woods, faltpetre, mother of pearl, 
indigo^ cotton, pearls, eagle wood, and fome manu- 
faftures of tittle confequence ; and who will be]iieve 
that the I%iUippine iflands, with all their natural 
Wealth, fituatcd advantagcoufly, for afiive and pafr 
five commerce, interior, and exterior, are a burden 
to Spain ? Wfc "have already faid before, that thft 
Philippines (and Manilla chiefly) are fo ppprcflcd 
with taxes, that the inhabitants only aWait ^ favpr- 
able opportunity to (hew their difcontent. This 
difpofition in them, is not unknown, at the court 
of Madrid ; neverthelefs, the pond«(a, and feverc 
behaviour of ^in^ is notJn the lea^ relaxed to- 
wards tbofe popr pepple, which will undoubtedly 
accelerate the cffb^ of their refentmenl, The re-s. 
gulations of commerce, are fo dcfedive, that the 
mother country, inflead of beneficing confiderably, 

X. ii 
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is obliged, to fend caih from Mexico and Vefui tbtf. 
balance in trade fooi^ time ago, was agatnft tha 
Philippines, CO the amount of aoo,ooo piaftrcs^Of 

dollars. 

It is very difficult ^or a ftrangcr to obtain pe^- 
Ihiffion to fettle there to ttiide ; Nacuralifts» aftrono* 
ihcrs, phyficians, and all fpccies of philofophert, 
cannot travel in this country freely^ to ftudy nature 
in all her various efFedtf:, without a particular per- 
miflxjn, from the court of Spain. They will b« 
b iid (per force) and theycboofe to lead the blind* 
Where wiU they end, the guides, and the guid- 
ed ? Smuggling, the natural follower of political 
infulr, is the only refource o( the intmbitants, as it it 
alfo to the natives of old Spah^ fettled here. Thofe 
mmoiig the inhabitants of thefe iflands, whom we 
call natives, and who are made chriftians^ without 
even knowing what chriftianity is, do not remain 
in their belief, merely becaufe they are compelled to 
embrace it, by the members of the inquifition ; but 
one muft liften to thofe of them who have got the 
gift of .eloquence. How they eirplain themfelves 
to Grangers, who are of different perfuafions from 
the Spaniards I The immortality of the foul, is an 
article they cannot conceive, no more than the 

ochcr 
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ether myfteries they have been taught. How are 
we to prove, the Immortality of the foul, fay ihcy ; 
how muft we bring our naftin^ to be convinced of 
It ? We plainly fee, that this was invented, 
and admitted as true, like many other things that 
we are made to believe, only for the intcrcft of 
pricfts, who call themfelvcs rainifters of God, and 
who principally on this article, have founded all 
their power and greatnefs! Kings have likewlfe 
found their interefti, in the propagation of thofe 
dogmas^ to obtain ths iubmilEonj and obedience, of 
the people ; who perhaps without this, would not 
be fo docile. They don't fail however, to compre* 
hend, that the happinefs of particular focieties, de- 
pends entirely upon it. Their manner of exprefling 
themfelvcs on other ftibjcfls, is nearly the fame ; it 
is not juft to condemn yhofc men, who are fo un« 
fortunate as not to have received from heaven, the 
gifc of believing fuch difficult axioms ; all that ap^ 
pears myfterioiis, or has anv coancilion with myf- 
tery, in the opinions of thofe people fhould not be 
believed. How could they be different from what 
they arc ? They \vjye baptized by force, and furprizc, 
they were told, they niuit believe wha: they wer? 
taught, elfe thry (h^iiH b^; barm alivv', and that ia 

the 
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the otber world, both foul and body- would. iiurn eter- 
nally? This is the manner in which ^hey. ace made 
chriflians, but. they bear the fii;e (^ this world, 
inudi better tkan tbey do the fir&of the next. . In 
fine, we muft lament their obftina'cy, and their prir 
yation of grace, rather than pupiih them, . . 

Notwithstanding that this is not. the place 
.where fuch a matter can be difcfiiTed, we cannot 
.avoid faying, that when faith is not .given to men 
from on high, it cannot be received): fupported only 
on human reafons. In faying that the foul is af- 
flatus DEI, we underftand, that it is a portion 
.of God, fmcc whatever proceeds from God, is of his 
effcncc: And God cannot die entirely, nor in part. If 
:this AFFLATUS DEI, is not a divine portion, 
. what is it then ? Whence have the fouls of animals> 
■plants and trees proceeded? Is it not from the fame 
principle, by which every thing that is, cxffts equ- 
ally, and ii> which, there, is neither the more, nor 
the Icfs ? Why fliould the foul of Man, alone^ be im- 
mortal, and that of other created beings, not be fo 
likewifc. What becomes, of the fouls, of other 
animals, after their death ? It is faid, that they are 
annihilated, that is to fay, they return to the flate, 
jn which they were, before their creation. Is it ea- 

lier 
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Tier to comneiire, that norftiNG^'can havcbffeni the 
principle, oF whatever exrifts, or that every thing. 
Which cxifts, can be reduced to NoTfiiWG ? Why 
then (hall the foul of man alone, be 'immortal ? Since 
oirr anceftors, have eftabliihsd this do6irine, they 
muft have had good rcafonsfor rt, and it is not, as 
a modern atfthor b^s faid, by combination, morality, 
or any fach infufficient re^fons^ that they have been 
able toeftablifli it. It is }uft, fay they^ that the 
foul of man, which' enjoys rea(on and ^freedom of 
choice, fliould be punifbed, or recompcnfed, ac« 
cordiog to its aflions. This juftice of punifliment, 
c>r recoinpenfe, {hoiild have place, without doubt, 
wherever feciety exifts, fince it is faiJ that all laws 
. tend to, orifegard, publickand private felicity; but, 
out of this woridy we know not whether thene ex- 
; ifts another fociety, where thegood or bad a£lions 
done hew, h^v^ their proper recompenfe. Bcfides, if 
the propofititfn in.juft, why fhouldnot the foul of a 
beaft be in Irker manrter, puniftied, or recorapenfed, 
in a mantlcr [peculiar and.fairable to that^foiil? Be- 
sides, they add, wh^rc is the foul that Jin^iy does 
adlions in this woYld ; is it not in company with.the 
b'^dy ? Why dienifhoukl it not as accomplice, be 
immorcal like wife, that it may be puniihed - or re- 
warded i 
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warded? Butflill more, why fufFcr eternal punifhments 
and rewards for momentary actions ? God, the God, 
whofe goodnefs, clemency, and juftice is every 
where extolled j that God, who, notwithftanding 
his forefight and prefcience of the wickcdiiefe pf 
ieveri.1 leafonable natures, redeemed them, by 
means of the death of his $nly fon. Will th^t 
God, of immcnfe mercy punifli, and that for ever, 
a human foul, for venial aftiojis, which even are 
not bad, but in the confideration of human laws ? 
No, that clrcumftancc alone, oppofei the belief, 
cf the immortality of fouls; when one has not 
the gift of faith. The creed, which our ancef- 
tors have embraced, was reduced into an srtiole 
of faith, without their even perceiving it, and 
fuin has attended, and ever will attend him, who 
doubts of it, in thofe countries, where it is not 
permitted, to reafon. There even, where they fi^yj 
that man is free to think, and diffufe his opinions, 
it would be a fcandal, to advance, ** that the hu- 
man foul is as mortal as other, and all bodies," 
yet, from time to time, there have been, courage^ 
eus men, who have exerted all their efforts, to 
prove the non-exiftence of immortality, but un-t 
happy were they I ! 



tkfe tNGLlSH NATION. 1^5 

I AcitNo^ii^LEDCjE very willingly, the cafy good-t 
ncfs of our anccftors, but Wi are not too much ob- 
liged to them, in having charged thcmfclvcs, with 
die belief of certain articles, that they have left us 
itt inheritance, in the fame manner as we have 
Original sin. We may Uy without offendingi 
that their almoft total ignorance, of the fyftems of 
our globe, and other planets, and of what they 
faw, and ftill mofe, of what they did not fee, was 
the fource of many phyfical errors, which they 
adopted, and their blind fubmiiHon to the decifions 
of /A/zVanceftors, who innocently impofed on them, 
cither by their manner of livings (rigidjandauftcre,) 
by their fuperior knowledge, and eloquence, or, by 
the fan^ity of their cxprefSons, and the whitencft 
of their beards ; oftener yet, by miracles, which 
would not be fuch, in this age; all thefe united, en-^ 
gendered feveral errors, which we pafs over eafily, 
as being articles of faith. 

In reading the works, comnlonly kttribated 
to Moses, David, Solomon, and feveral other 
authors, \^hohi they call iHfplred^ we cannot but 
feel jcy, in many chapters ; but, when it is clearly 
feen there, how much, the ignorance, malice, or 

cvea 
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even the good intention of authors, have added to 
tbcm; we can no longer feel any thing, but pain. 
And when I read the fccipture^ as it is written, and 
when I have no need of an interpreter,^ to enatile 
me to comprehend it, ((ince I know how to read it^ 
and that it wfts written, that I fhould cooiprehend, 
it,) what ought I to fay, when I hear the holy fa-i. 
thers, telling me— " what you there read^ is not 
what is wrinen\ what is written, yoU canpot read i 
if you k>elieve what you read, not only you deceive 
yourfelf, but are damned," the lettiR KttLi fayi 
that great bifhop Hippones \ why then write it I 
Why has it not killed htm, who wrotf it } Such 
are nearly the rcafonings of the natives of the Phi- 
lippines, and many others, and certainly they might 
make ;7z^ totter al fa, if I had not faith ^ juft the 
faitby whofcpraifes St* PW has celebrated, when 
he dire<3s us to captivate $ur rc^/om ? But it would 
be dcfirable, that they had given us more under «•. 
Handing, or had not ordered us, to be always rea- 
^y% to give a r^ajon^ for our belief. 

The Philippines, contain feveral volcanoes, 
none of them have yet thrown up lava like that of 
Vefavius. All the volcanoes, which are in the if- 

lands, 
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lands, placed under the torrid zone, throw oiit, 
ohiy vitrifications, ©f different degrees, which 
iriight, almoft forb, different fpecie3. Lavas, 
from all the different volcanoes, of the Philippines, 
arc to be feen at the Archbifhop of Manilla^ s^ who 
has a cabinet that is rare, curious, and rich, in fever- 
at' branches, of natural blflory. This ecclefiaflick, 
meriting much pt*aife, has no rival; no one to whont 
he can be Compared, which is the reafon, why he 
is almofl unknown. For in every ciife, it is only 
cbmparifon, that caufes men to be known. 

The gold which is found in the rivers of thefe 
Sflands, in general, is of forty karais, and a half; 
they gather it, in abundance. They explore tha 
mines, but little ; perhaps it is the love of the 
Spanijh monarchs, for their fubjcSs of the Philip- 
pines, and to fpare their lives, that they have them 
io little explored. But on the contrary, they are 
vigoroufly attached- to the improvement of the fpi- 
ce?, which the foil produces 5 but in vain 5 they 
are conflantly of an inferior quality, and have no 
v^jluc in trade. Even Ambergris, which they have 
in abundance, in thofe trafts, is not comparable, 
to that of Madagafcar^ or the other jtfrUan coafts, 
and in trade, it paflcs only, when concealed bv^ 

• "' Y and 
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people add a liulc frith, Bptapy an^^ajl tbft.hwfichfi, 
of lulufal hiftpri^, ^?^Wig;fin lAu^h^. it the Qfms^. 
of- Madridy^ £b9u)i4 gf^c, Eprfai^ir^ to. tja^ 
tI>r<HtsN f^Gljtpf th^iiJlaada.as,bQ)j^ 

A CERTAIN mcanJe4oiilJy„li^. ajwayiripigpii, 

e^lathp fouU of thp:5/u7fi(/&:minjjjpf^V'^^^^ 
oi^y caufcj^f tfcp. ^lte^diai9n^ " Thir.garidqiicr't, 
dog, CQ^U, njrt oat th^ c^bb^cs of< . the-. gaf49>i. ,^i 
did not chvfotbat,otJif?r&,flifiti}d,V P«h?R^,th8^, 
Spantjh monarchs, have never had fuch a minifter, 
as the prcfcnt onCf. thcOiwi' de.Ara»dai\ inftead of 
giving him the jiraifciv that he meritf^. Ivpronptinbe^ 
Ins. name only, and that is the greateft praife^.I :ha/vxr 
been acquainted with him^ Tit Paris znA. Ma/iridt 
and I know him fufficiently to. make mc bdUevc^ 
th/*t he vfi]\ refvitr the greateft.poflabAfi g^od^.to, ii$i 
coMntry, and his king. And; I .doubt not,, bit 
^iHpng.othvs,. he wiU render, the EhiUppincs, an4' 
their inhahijtants happy; and that ftrangert wijl 
honceforth be permitted to go there j as the Spani- 
ards do, and to go whierevcr they pleafe; The 
glory of cutting, that fbameful knot, for the natioft, 
IS without doubt, referved to that great manj andtrwe 
philofophtr, tho Couni dejttundai 

The 
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^m i^tVt of tftfe ifeh'd feir Maciii (JolfeiTcd by 
Iftfc'/V/W^^, cifinot be reJ>Viftrttca, iinderabci^ 
Ut ifpt^j thita ehe PH(){|^ing*^ it ef^n falh niudh 
Vencath tJibiti. Bcficiet, itife general notion, thit 
jpeopli have of the political fall of tKe Pirtuguejt^ 
it is eafy to be fcen, that beyond the U'ne^ that na- 
tion, has particularly degenera{:ed. It M didicult, 
to find imohgft them, a fihgle miii, th;tt can bp 
comjparccj to the Portuguefi of tb*e J5ih or i6th 
centuries ; their charatScr is entirely changed, aild 
there is not to be found in Macao^ one merchant of 
great confequencc. The governor is a fubalccrri| 
ftiit from (?tfj, of tawny coiirtteriance, (fuch as 
we commonly lee) tie is not even in ca(y circixm- 
ftances, and his appointments, arfe too flender, to 
fuftain the dignity of hi$ place, in prif?ncc of the 
Chincfe and i^nglijh^ who retire {hither, during 4 
part of the year. This circumftancc, often ren- 
ders him very alert, in invenifirig means, that caa 
procure his comfort 5 and he has had the misfortune 
to be thought not honourable, by the inhabitants, 
whom he rules, and governs ; which produees dai- 
ly complaints, alienates their regard, and affefis ia 
fuch a manner their mjnds, that they are impatient 
\o charge mailers* 

Thi 
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The military force of the Portuiuefi ^X Macaa, 
confifts nearly of 6oo men, but they do not rcr 
ccive their entire pay, within a great deal, nor arc 
.accoutred, and equipped, as they ihouldbe, nor da 
they preferve their vigour. They abfolutely fcrvc 
but to make a little parade; to fland as centlnels at thp 
gates of the (own, and prifons. For, as to what 
regards their fortrefs, it is almoft in ruins, and the 
.batteries are in a fimilar ftate. The Fort, the 
Chineje have conflru£led, and which commands the 
Portuguefe one, renders them pufillanimous, and 
careleG* ; and enervates them in body and mind. 
Thus, each Portuguefe individual, of MacaOy veger 
tatcs as he can, and feek$ when he has opportunity, the 
mean? of gaining fubfiftancc at ^uancheu^ox on 
the river of Canton. They are exactly the people, 
ofvyhomi Ipoke at the beginning of this book, wh6 
nii^.'.jt be very ufeful to the Englijh^ if they chufe 
to u:;djrtake any thing on this fide.. 

The /'(^r/w^tt^ police of Afijf^o, is nearly the 
fame as that of the Philippines, Abundance of 
churches, convents, monks, ecclefiafticks of every 
fcrt. Abundai^e of prefumption, pride, Uzinefs, 
ignorance, and fuperfticion. Abundance of prayers, 
maiTcs, procefilrns, and averfion to labour. The 

mother 
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mother country is obliged to fend to them every 
year large fums for their mainten a nee. The fmall 
number of vcffels, which go there from Lijbon^ on- 
ly augments the number of the unfortunate inhabi- 
tants, by tranfporting thoCe who are baniOied from 
Europe. The whole of Macab^ with its proprie- 
torfliip, belonging of right, and legitimately, to 
the crown of Portugal^ it ie to be wiflied, that the 
Portuguefe would make fome efforts^ to drive from 
it, the ungrateful and unjuft Chinefty who tyrannizCf 
over it now, and retain it in an unfupportable de- 
pendance. It is to be prefumed that the Court of 
Lijbon^ is ignorant, of the a£ts done by the Chinefe 
^t Macao. This ifland, reftored to its natural ftate, 
which was good, might be of the grcateft confc- 
qucnce, and confideratioh. If the Engtijh^ fincc 
they are the moft powerful at fea, and the people 
whofe prefence is defired there, find means to ac- 
quire the poffeffion of it, this place would be to 
China^ what Gibraltar is to Spain. Portugal^ which 
now derives no advantage, might obtain fome, in 
agreeing with the hngiifh^ or even, in trah«ferriitg 
over to them, the Sovereignty, that it has by good 
right : It would be a contrad made for the reci- 
procal utility, of both nations, and fuch a mode of 
iicqui/ition, as without doubt would be preferable 

t# 
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to-«wr]r otbcr. For it is ««« iinj»«W>te, hmtiait 
Sooner or later, the PtrHigue/i muif be difturbed iq 
ihflir {K^Mffioq. Md right, by lone Mkcr ^nftm 
mstioxi* 

TfiBtime 18 paftj when the king? of Cochin* 
-China^ were truly the fathers of their AbjcSs, whom 
*hey callod. liie^r ^AiUr^tv, and Ucated as fuch ; at 
4his time the king of Cochin-Gbina^ i$ the king «f 
heaven ; all the earth dqsenck xin hin^ no prince 
jieigas without ius permiffion. The aerial fpirits, 
.forces -of heaven, as well as thbfe of hell, are at 
his ixrdcrs; Itthasbst to chiife, and his will is per- 
lioinied^ he has bat to ftam{s on the earth, in 
wrath, pnd it will difappear and be annihilatec). 
His fubjeiSl^ are no more th^ his flaves, and when 
he can, he exercifes his univtrfal fovcreignty, over 
ilrar^gers, who. £n>m misfortune, refort to the coafts 
«f his f articular kingdom. In fine he comports 
himfelf in every thing, aiid every where, as a dcf- 
ifotick king, a God : That is to fay, as the God of 
^a^ towards his eled people — wbeo he was af^rjjr 
with them. 

The foil in general, ot CochtH^Chlnay is fer* 
tile ; and if its inhabitants laboured, it might eafily 
produce, ten times more, than it does, at prefent. 

But, 



6li«y it^is^faidi^ and^prcyved, tkat^tMidieragnctihtfrev 
onmifofhtM^ trado^p«Drpct4t3r(.ofr puUicc kVtdtp 
CAtt exift^ ithtnn fkfpoo^is-fNin^. Thdyann 
thiftgs^09tauyy.an(kc|utteop[ior«d.t«! c«dv oriief^ 

The king of Ctchin^Chlna^ feck* only to 
tak^tawajr-thecpfopertyifrf^'tht irt^kahts^, and they 
will hot worb, fincetMb^/rmtoffhkir'laibburs igrno* 
for th^ir own ufe; Labouring only for thfcir mife- 
raWc fiibfiftance, thferc remains little, or ndthirf^;* 
for thfc king. He cannot find among them, y^Wxt 
he wants, arid nftaflkercS thfcm, through* rage. Vti 
rtinnot dcftroy manyj if he hte-not many fatellltef j 
he^therefo^re-retatns, an enorint)ur number. Thcfe,* 
are bis f^Miets i they are a$ raany tyrantsv each! im 
bis dfftrift,' and»thcfcbywc can eenjeftiire' that the 
a^hin^Ghin^/i fofrm-on© ofs thfr nkoft > lurfbf tunate 
iiattodS) onearth^ W^fteti people fpw*-t)fklng$# 
kfngddms, miniiKrs, armies, generals', airf capital 
cTties; an £Mr^/^^»' innncdrately fomts to^himkl^' 
an idea, of fomething refpe^bie ;* we deceive ouiw 
felves ; a palace formed of wood, and mud, and 
half a piece of cloth, is enough, to cover the royal 
n^kcdnefs, ^nd.that.of. theimlniftcrs, and generals, . 
fqiwttcd on a.cia(i,andtdippiiig thcic.pawa in. rice,. 

their 
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their only nourifliment. When one fees tbefef 
folks, he is immediately tempted to defpife tbem^ 
but if he ftops ever fo little, he is forced to admit 
other fentiments, and their abominable charader^ 
hinders him frodi feeling pity for them, notwith'^ 
standing, that they are miferable. 

Their character, is truly wicked, and fangur« 
rary, and as they are as ignorant, as the reft of 
their fellows, their fuperilicion, equals their pride 
and contempt, for all that is not CochtH'^Chineft. 
\\\ truth the pride of nations, and men, in gene- 
ral, is nothing ftrange: For one ices it, even 
amcnp; thofe, whom people call polifhed ; and with 
furprilc and terror among the moft enlightened. 
Philofophers even, who give lefTons, to the whole 
world, acknowledge only by their />/w, the abfur- 
city, of the haughtinefs, and pride cf which ihcy 
are themfclves full ; whence come$ it ? What is the 
caufc that produces it? Since one fees it, in the 
ignorant, and favage nations, equally, as in the 
moft enlightened. 

Is it then the compofition of man, which en- 
renders it natu:ally } Yes ; and man, is but man. 
Let the rich, the poor, the white, the black, the 
buiTible philofophcr, and the ignorant monarch, 

deny 
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^eny this truth, the fhacne, and pain of which ihtj^ 
(eel ^ if they arc fcnfible, they will be confounded. 
Weak, haughty creature, empty adorer of thy- 
(blf, behold we defpife thee ! ! The Englijh wera 
eilablifhed on the domains of Cochin-China^ they 
.were ther? in tranquillity; and reigned, with the 
profp^ft of cncreafing their poffcffions, and com- 
9ierce. PuI^Condore^ the chief town, belonging 
%o the Enilijhy in thofc trafts, and their only forti- 
fied pl^ce, could not hold out, ?gainft the force* 
«f the Cochm-Chinefey who drove them from it, at 
the beginning of this century. Jt is truly furprif- 
!ng, that the natives of the country, had taken that 
refolution and efFe£^ed it ; fince they gained much 
by them. But the furprifc ccafes, if we give atr 
tention to what they fay even now, of the Englijh 
haughtincfs, and thp contempt they had for the 
Cochin-Chinefey^ which produced defpair, made 
them aft, and rendered them viflorious. The 
Ctchin^Chinefe read, and even fing npw, couplecf, 
which their anceilprs cpmpofed for them, the bur- 
den of v^hich, ijs, the recital in detail, of the prouj 
aflipns done by the Englijh^ when they were at 
PulprC9ndore. And certainly if they ware creajle. 
VC might condemn them univerfally. 

Tfeere is it feepjs, a moJe 9^ dea!;iij ^i%\ the 
Z Indiin^j 
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Indians, (with thpfe even who are contemptible ii^ 
f very fenfe) which does not offend them| without 
being their coippanion. A look, a kind fmile, 
a word|^ any other trifle, of that nature, cofts no* 
thing, cyen to ^ great lord, a rich man, and a wife 
one: And thofe trifles, generally retain thefc fira-* 
pletons, in fubmiffion, and attachment. , Refpcfi, 
fome ceremonies, fome public demonflrations of 
friendihip, towards the Indians, who are, or were 
of any confiderationi produces in like manner good 
^fFe£l5» To fl^eiy fome efteem, and render fome 
tivil honors, to the mipifters of their religion, is 
;^ means very ftrong and efficacious, of retaining; 
fhe people i^ chains, and fubraifl^on^ ^nd prefcrv- 
ing the fovereignty of their country. For in f5ne, 
a philofophjc natjoq, however extcnfivc, its con- 
quefts may be, will never receive, the approbation^ 
of people^ who think well, if itdefpifcs the natives 
©f the conquered country : And where at their firft 
appearance, they had obtained as a fayor, the per- 
miflion of remaining only to trade. Bcfides, pride^ 
Can never bq more improperly difplayed, than to- 
VfZT^s poor, and igncrapt creatures, like tT^e Indi^ 
9ms : But the faults of feveral individuals, ought not 
|o be attributes, to the whole nation. 

Tlic relincjuifhing Puk-Condore^ by the Eng^ 
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f ///*, might fcrve as an cxamph, to all the Eurffi^ 
mn nations : And What thfe Cocbin^Chifiefehzvt dond, 
•thcr people may do likewifc. The Engti/hi havfe 
chofcn t6 aflcrti that the caufe of their ^pcpulfion 
from Puh-Condore^ and the dther Ctthtn^Chimf 
iftabliihmentSi was their feverit]^ towards the. na« 
tivcf of the country. It is not always vfcry eafy, to 
diftirtguilh haugHtinefs and pride from fererity ; and 
yet, thefe qualities are not at all infeparable* A 
magiftrate, whatever he be^ may be :fcvere^ anci 
rigidj and at the fame time, affable j it Is not ever 
permitted him, to be proiid,< and boiitemptubus i 
except in the cafes, Where h^ judges it proper^ to 
augment by that means, the puniihment of the 
juilty. The criminal, will never be offended, at 
the fcntenCe of the juft magiftrate, i;irhere his con* 
fcience tells him, be has merited it : But he r^votts^ 
Always, when feverity is siccdmpanled with hatigh- 
tinefs, and contempt. U is 6n th(s account, that 
people are generally inclined to bejieii^, thithiugh- 
tinefe, and pride, were the caufcfs,'(perhap9f^the only 
ones) which produced the ejiJpulfiorn of the' EniUfi^ 
from Puh'Coni9re^ and the othe/ cftaWiflimerftS,. 

formed in the dbmaVni of the kirtg'of Cochin- Chirfyi^ 

' ' ' • - '. .1 ' • 

Notwithftandiftg the tyranny, of the king, and 
iri^ fubalterris^ and the liiairtefs, arid ^kkcdnefs, of 
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the Cochin^Chtneft^ one might carry on thcrCj *i 
trad^, lucrative enough, if it were cor.duded by 
an inttlligent "pfrfon, who knew the language of 
the country^ who was firm, and who m^gfft not bcr 
under the ncceflity of felling, or buying, at the 
moment that igobds wcrfe brought to market. Hd 
ought tote well enough armed, to defend himfclf^ 
liigainfl any fma[ll force, and (houlJ wear an appear- 
ance of ferioufnefs, which makes an impreffion on 
them ; as levity and verbofity infpfre them with 
confidence and hope, which is the reafon, why a 
teriain European nation, that bad conceived ^reat 
cxpcSations, in that country, could accoropiifh no- 
.. thing. A merchant, might export thither, witii tole^ 
ra'ble proifit, cloth, leadj poVder, fulpbur, all forts bf 
warlike ftores^ firearms, ^ctigal falt-petrc; firie^ 
and coarfe cloths, painted in fquaresj of feven cu« 
bits length, and four breadth ; and all 'forts of 
cloths, on which the more figures there are, the 
dearer tbty will be fold.. The pearls of Bufforah^ 
tor Ormus are very much cftcemed there: The yel- 
low Ambcfj which they faOiion at Venice ;. Coral 

. manufadlured at Liyorno, fmall articles of gjafs- 
ware, the falfe pearls of Paris, and the ctyit2\%i 
worked and coloured, in the fafbion of^precious 

. :ftones, afrc fold there at five or fix per cmU profit. 

tit is proper to mention, that the Engllfh^ would nc* 



Ver'be able, to fifll Their ctbths, becauife they are too 
igood and dear. The C^chtn '^Chtnefe^ require their 
tloths, flight, t)F a fhining Colour, and to latl 
'loftg. The more liquor, of every *(brt, is ^icry, 
libt and ftrong, the more it will be cfteemed, ancl Tf 
the merchant chufcs'to barter, he wHlUnd his ac- 
count in it, ftillmoi^. TMs'^'^krth of Modltart, 
and that of Rajemal, which Aii'gllt fefv'e as ballaft 
in the Qiips of Bengal^ will be exchanged for gooicTg 
of price. Opium, is there an article of confe- 
iquence, but the ptice, is not what is given in Cht^ ' 
na, for it. It is wahted '(by the Cochln-Chlnefe) of 
inferior quality, juft foch, as the Chinefe refufe. 
Vhe liquor Whidi ttiight be made from it, would 
like wife be Vdry Wellfofd. If thfc inerchartts wht> 
go thettifclvds', into thofe parts, will examine at- 
tentively the natxvfes of the country, they will dif-, 
IcbVer that thfcy mig^t fell them foflfile other articles, 
bpoii whiih at'f)tireht itfieydo hot twkon. 

In going from the ports of Cochin^China, :tbb 
VeflTcls may convey pepper, filk, fugar, wood of 
Cplamba, arid Ebtyny* rtcfts 6f'1)ir<te, gold which 
pan be had in p^wdftr and mgols, topjJef, firfffc 
Ruffs, good endtlgh for Europe^ 'wood for ftippiiTg, 
as go6d as that'of P^fu^ z kind df 1*4, ftrOrtg lat^ 
head/, which would be excellent fcr^Turkey ; pret- 
ty 
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tjr good cinnamon, fpiccs, eagle, or aloe wooc^^ 
which is fold (b dear in Turkey ; and fome other 
articles, altnoft all, that wc have j aft named, fell 
cheaper there, than clfewhere, but efpecially fugar^ 
and fillc The dcbin-Chinefe arc well acquainted 
with Ambergris, and efteem it much ; but as it^ 
price is confiderable, they prefer felling theirs, and 
b'.iying falfe, when it is well compofed ^ and the 
ftfFe(9s differ, fcarccly at all, from thofe of the true, 
and natural fort. They have always a demand for 
it.: And it is with a confiderable profit, that people, 
.may fell it to them. But, it is alfo very ncceflary 
that the Europfan^ be always on his guard, that ht 
may not be deceived. The Cochm- Chine fe are very 
,fkilful in mixing with the gold duft, and in the in- 
gots of that metal, other things, very di-fficult, to 
be diftinguifhcd, and known; fo exaS is their re- 
femblance to gold. Wc muft have the fame pre- 
caution, and perhaps greater, in taking coined fiU 
ver ; it is rare, that amongft a loo pieces, one find* 
fc few as twenty, falfe ones. 

i ' The fureft method, is to deal with them, ei- 
jher by the barter of the merchandises, for othersr 
or gold duftj that, muft always be put in to- thb 
crucible, in pcefeace of three of four perfons, at a 
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4iflancc from the furnace, to which only the iw* 
pontrading parties iboula approach. 

Tu£ cuftom of fcveral nations, of putting to 
death ihc ;<ged ; and for children, to ftrangle their 
parent?, whea they fufFcr much, is received among 
the Cochin Chincfc. The Phenicians and Cartha- 
liinians, ufcd to facrifice ihcir children, to their 
Gods; the Europeans, have approved of duelling, 
anO tolerate it yet ^ and regard him, who refufes 
to kill another, or running tlic rifquc, of being killed 
hinafclf, to be as a man, diflionourcdj and unfit for 
fociety. The Portujjucfe, Spaniards, and Italians, 
find it very proper to burn ahcretick — Chriftiax.sia 
gcner Jj tliink that it is very lawful, to deflroy the'.r 
fiilow creatures, on account of their opinions. 
The Englifh permit, or tolerate, the drowning the 
fick Indians, in the Ganges, who are in no hal^c to 
die. In many countries, the women proftitute 
theinfelves, without di&onour, and girls give from 
devotion or duty, their virginity to the Gods, or 
their miiiiSerSj which they rcfufc to tkcir lovers j 
fill this is without the Icaft confequence, and peo- 
ple content themfclvcs, generally with blaming, and 
condemning, each other, reciprocally. Since the 
^hing is fo ; if vi^e condemn the Cochin Chinefe, for 
ihpir cuflcm of dvftrojing old men, 2nd children, 

and 
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syi4 that of ftran^ling their fathers, then Ihejr will 
iikewifc condemn fis, for fcveipal of our quftoms, 
which arc fcarcely lefs dcteflable. Any man what- 
i^ver, can cxcrcifc the profcflion of phylic, jiowevcr 
ignorant he may b^, erery vtherc, put of the citjr 
9f London, he kills without punifbment j^ at Paris^ 
and in all the grisat cities on the continisnt, they fel) 
^icdicines publickly, in the ftreets, and kill the ck 
listens, who employ theo^ ; this detefiable abufc^ ift 
lolertted, and evpn ^n^pf ife4r 

A SOCIETY, that puniflifs exccflcs, which f| 
has caufed, may be compared, to certain difcafes, 
which produce infe<S$, which the patient, is oblige^, 
to kill, becaufc he is tcrmented by them ; although 
it is his own vicious confti^ution, that produces thenpi 
without ceafing. This fimilc, may be applied to. 
the cuftom of the Cochin Chjnefe : When, among 
them, a man can no longer gain his livelihood, he i^ 
abandoned by evtry one. Where a father of a fa- 
mily, is in great mifery, filial piety, dilates to the 
children, to deprive him of life, to end his pains; 
and they regard thofe cufloms, as a duty of huma- 
nity, and a religious precept. When they are aflced; 
why they do not fuccour them, inftead of depriv- 
ing them of life; it might be apprehended, that 
they would afk in their turn, fimilar queftion$, to^ 

whiciL 



tHE ENGLISH NATIOM. 1^3 

Which we might hardly be able, to anfwer with fa- 
tisfaflian. Chriflianity and the civil laws of the 
chrillians, might appear unadvifed, in prohibiting 
fuicide. For, men, who were agreeable to the eyes 
of the Almighty, have killed themfelvcs. Such 
Were SMmfon and Eleazer, Thofe or our anceftors, 
whom we call martyrs, died of their own accord, 
^nd even the Mtjftah himfclf, came into the worlcl 
expreflly to. die^ of his full and free will. Have 
not they conimitted the crime of fuicide? Seneca^ 
admired by almoft all the world, tells us, that it is 
very difagreeable to live in mifery, and neceflity; but 
that it is not neccffary we (hould — many roads are 
open (fay the advocates for this pradice) {hort, and 
cafy, to procure liberty. Let Us thank God, that 
iio one can be retained by forcfc, in this world. 
The principles of the Cochin Chincfe on that article, 
are the fame j their lif^i or deith, is pretty indiflferv. 
cnt to them j and thencfe proceed their fury, their 
robberies, and cruelties ; and this is a matter, on 
which, we fliould rcfleft well, when we cntw* into 
their country, and have any bufincfs to trahfaft with 
them. We have feen above, that the tiativcs of 
the Philippines, like thofe of the iflind 6f Formofa, 
have nearly the fame religious tenets, as the taiajor 
part of the Chinefr, relating to the immortality of 
A a the 
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the fouU Almoft the fame belief, is fpread among 
the Cochin Chinefc. It appears neverthclcfs, by 
. their manner of explaining themfelvet j that they 
inixwith It, a kind of metamphfycofis which niight 
have been oCcilfioned by their intercourfe and com- 
munication, with the Bramins. There is, fay 
they, neithiir Wrth nor death, for animals. What 
is commonly called by thofe names, is only a fim- 
pie junftion, or leparation, of what was combined. 
It is a follyi fay they again^ to think that any thing 
ii born; which was not before; or that any thing 
can die, or perifh totally ; it was the belief of our 
fathers, who exift no longer, as formerly, but 
under another combination and different form* 

We defpife thefe Cochin Chinefe, and their 
belief, and yet efteem Plutarch, whofe doflrinc 
is the fame. The Cochin Chinefe^ are not the 
only people, who hold that dodrine; nor who 
have an entire belief in it, as being the moft ancient^ 
that exifts 6n earth. Even Plato, that enlight- 
ened philofopher, praifed and exalted, by the "fa* 
ther^ of the thurch^ has left to us, a work, in which 
he fays, that according to ain ancient tradition, all 
Jiving creatures, are born from the tUadi and the 
diad from the living \ and that this, is the immuta- 
ble circle, of nature. FtATO relates it, but at a 

tradition 
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tradition; and adds fromhimfelf " who inotvsj whe^m 
iher ts live is not to die 5 and that death is not life ?•• 
There is re^fon ta thinlc that this doflrinc, is what» 
the moft ancient inhabitants of the earth had, at th© 
origin of their primitive fociety, and which has 
fpread over all the earth. It cxifts every where, 
ftill, but is disfigured, and produced under other 
^appearances, and cloathed in other expr^flions. 

We 4re authorifed to believe, that this dpflrinc 
originally came from In4ia, into IJuropc j when wc 
rcflell, that Pythagoras, taught it in Greece, it is 
probable, that he brought it thither at the time of his 
return from the Peninfula, where that doftrine was, 
and is more difFufed, th^n any where elfe, The fur, 
iher wc go, into thofe countries, the iporc we con- 
verfe, with their inhabit«ints, the more tl^ey and their 
books arc ftudied, and th«ir traditions, cuf^Qms, and 
manners, obfervcd ; it appears the clearer, that all 
mortal?, had at the beginning of things, an4 focic- 
ties, but one religion, which in confequence of 
diftuling, ^nd extending itfelf, and the changes of 
language, and country, muil neceffarily, have fuf- 
fered many alterations, and thofe alterations, cor- 
rupted by malice, or embcliiilied by eloquence ; or 
not perceived by ignorance, and creduli ; , muit 

bavq 



19$ OBJECTS INTERESTING TO 

have changed it in fuch a manner, that its true, 
origin, could no longer be perceived. 

The Egyptians, Greek??, and Romans had the 
fame opinions, and manner of judging, on feveral 
articles of fajth, an^ ceremonies of the Afiatick 
countries, with which they were acquainted. Thofc 
of them who had the gift of eloquen9c, and, wh*^^ 
knew how to rpprefcnt their doflrine with a fcverc 
e^ctcrior, or whole charader, had been acquired by 
a fcrious life, by a reputation for knowledge, and 
other fortunate circumftanccs ;, acquired great 
names, were esteemed great men, and great philofo- 
pherS5 their cotemporarics admired them, pofterity 
venerated them ; and we quote them {iill, notwith- 
ftanding that our admiration, and rcfpefl: for them, 
is not of the fame degree, as was that of our an- 
ceflors. . And, notwithftanding it is very evident 
that all thefc great men, have taught, and promul^a- 
ted feme articles of -beiicf invented by themfclve?, 
yet, all, or almoft all,; jchi^r jj,;;<arines are found efJ 
tabii&cd in the countries beyq^J the line, long be- 
fore the date of the exiftance ©f thefe men. And 
with the exception of difcoveries, and the pro^ref* 
of phyfics, and other fciences, relative tomathrma- 
ticks J it appears, that we may ad v» nee and fuHain 

the 
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^;JjcancrtIon that the great metaphyfical, dogmatick, 
ych'gious, and ceremonial do<arines, which have ap-- 
peared in the courfe of ages ; i(\ Afu minor, AfrU 
ca and Europe, were cftablilbed in Afia major, per-, 
haps at the beginning of tiaic^ if it had any begin- 
ning. 

If any one would give himfclf the (now ufe- 
Icfs) trouble of making an cxtraft from different 
religious doSrincs, which were anciently taught by 
fevcral, great pbilofophers, & legiflator^, of EuropCf 
Africa, and Afiaminorj and if after this work, he 
were to pafs through thofc co^ntrie8 p( Afia major, 
as a man curious on that fubje£t; he would find at 
their fourccs, all that thofe great mer^, have written; 
and thereby fee, how the imaginati(3n of men, has la- 
boured to frame to itfelf^ an idea, powerful, and re- 
prefentative, of the energy of nature, which it has 
at length perfonificd ; and in diftinguifhing iti ef- 
fefts, they have likewife explained that nature, which 
being ncceflarily fingle and indivifible in itse ffence, a 
thoufand Chimeras muft ncceflarily have fprung up; 
and thefe prefentcd to the eyes of people, the moft 
ignorant, and in terms obfcure equivocal, or en- 
tirely unknown, are nevcrthelefs, what haveengen- 
dered new religions, and have enchained feveral 
opinions of men, in the grofleft fuperftitions. 

This 
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This inrallible, permanent, and eternal con» 
neflion, cf caufes and efFecSls, how (hall we call it } 
Vic ftile it, the pra^ical power of God, his will; 
bis providence ; and if we chufc to add, any other 
notion to it, we (hall make ufe, of all the terms our 
anceftors applied, and then nothing would be un- 
Jerftood. The Cochin- Chiriefc term is flhtort, and 
does rot render other names ncccfiary. I afk them 
i^'hat is necejftty? They anfwer, that it is g thing 
ii^hich fhould and ought to be. Fire, neceffarilj 
bun.s, man ncceffarily defires, what appears ufefuj 
to him. Let us fuppofe a Cochin Chinefe to have 
a liitle eloquence, a gppd exterior, fleeting with 
fevtral happy circumltanccK, and if neceflary fome 
miracle ; he will immediately become a great man, 
and his doflrine of necessity, cpibellilhed, ob- 
fcured, and placed beyond the fight of the people, 
will be fuWime, and no longer the fame thought, yet 
it has not changed efic^lively that nature, which in 
all phcnomenas, afls by neceffity, even in confe- 
quencc of its cfTence. All the beings it contains^ 
corporeal, or fpiritual, fliould neceflarily aft, each 
in confequence of its owq effence. And as adlion, 
fuppcfcs motion: It follows, that all nature has an 
abfolutcly ncccfTary relation, with its parts. And 
they with their whole. That is therefore, the infal- 
lible. 



THE ENGLISll NATION. 159 

iiblc and eternal connexion, of caufes, and cffeftsj 
and what is only one immenfc chain of them, has 
been by our fathers, tranflatcd into religious doc- 
trine. 

When Plato to whom we generally give the 
epithet of dhintj taught that mattery and necejjity 
were the fame thing, and that this ncceflity, is the 
mother of the world, producing unceafingly, and 
which will always continue to produce the fame 
caufes, and effefls, he has faid nothing clfe, but 
that matter adh, bccaufe it cxifts, and that it exifts, 
but to afl:. But, {hould we afk the rcafon, and the 
mode of theexiftence, of this matter; in this cafe, 
they could anfwer nothing, unlefs, that it neccflarl-. 
ly cxifts, or that it has in its eflcnce, the fufficient 
reafon of its exiftencc, in the fuppofition, that it has 
been produced, or created, by a being diftinojuifli- 
td from it, and much lefs known. 

In that cafe, it muft always he faid, that this 
fappofed being, is neccffary, and contains in itfelf, 
the fufEcient reafon of its own exiftence. At that 
fuppofition, human reafon gets wrecked, and the 
obfcurity becomes more profound. But in fubfti- 
tuting to that being, nature, pure, and fimple, 

fuch 
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fiich as mortals can cafily fee, wiB fubftitute a being 
we know, for another that it is impoflibJe ever to 
know, and whofe exift^nce it would be very dif- 
ficult to dcmonftrate. If anaxagoras had tiot 
exifted, perhaps the do£lrine of the Cochin^ Chinefe^ 
on this aMicle, and many others j would be now the 
fame, as that of the Greeks^ and Romans^ ancient 
and modern. For it was he, who firft fuppofcd, 
matter, created, and governed by another being, 
intelligent, all powerful, and cxifting by himfclf. 
That this do£lrine was new at Ihe time of that phi* 
lofopher, and proceeded from the fportivcnefs of his 
lively and brilliant imagination, we can convince 
ourfelves, by the reproaches that aristotle heap- 
ed on him, for employing fuch an inUlligince as this, 
whenever he had not good reafons to produce, tt 
fuftain the novelty of what he chofe to teach. Why 
fhould we not now make the fame reproaches, to 
thofe who ufe the fame terms again, of InteUiience^ 
or fome fynonime, to avoid, and cut fliort, all the 
difficulties that they muft of ncceflity meet with, in 
fuftaining the fame doiSrine ? 

It is thus, that man, informing phantoms, has 
forged chains for. himfclf, and his poftcrity ; (and 
when we have accuftomed ourfelves to believe a 

thing, 
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^hing. It takes root in the heart) and left the matter 
as an inheritance to their rucce(ror& who fupported 
it from the for<;c of education, cuftom, or a fup^ 
pofed duty. We return from our error 5 hut with 
difficulty. We have accuftomed ourfelves, to^ 
fay, think, and believe, that death is the oppofiite 
to life: Therefore, death prefcnts immediately th* 
idea of deftrudion and annihilation. What hare 
our anceilors done, to exempt the (quI from it } 
They have invented the fyftem, of the immortality 
of the foul : As if the foul, was any thing but lifi 
itjelf! In defining the foul, we define life.— Life, 
not being eternal in the fame qualities, and under 
the fame afpe<Sls, how will the foul be inimortal } 
We are then right in faying, that life, and death 
prefcnt, but th^ idea, of fomcthing animate, or in* 
animate. But not only, is death, not oppofite to 
life, but it is on the contrary, the principle of it^ 
J.ife, is fo evidently in the power of nature, that 
we fee fcveral living bodies of different fpecicSjj 
produced from the corrupt or dead matter cf ano- 
ther body. 

The microfcopick obferyatlons pf Mr. Need- 
bam, prefent on this matter, fafls worthy of con- 
sideration, and capable of convincing. Is the pro- 
lludionj of the being called man, more wonderful^ 

2^ »»>«A 
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than that of an infef):, ivfaich U produced, by thft 
Vnion of a little water and Sower ? Enclofe thefo 
two ingredients, at the end of fometitne, there 
will be found by the aid of a microfcope, beings, 
prganized, and living; which we commonly be^ 
lieve water and flour incapable of generating. Ob- 
ferve at the time of the great heats in Europe^ and 
particularly in iu iouthern parts, when at the be- 
ginning of the fhower, great drops of water, fall 
on the high roads, where there is much thick duftj 
three or four minutes afterwards this water united, 
and amalgamated with a portion of duft, produces 
animated bcing5. Let any one bury fomc hairs i^ 
lime moiftened by water, in a few days, be will feq 
many little ferpcnts, come out. It i^ thus, that 
inanimate nature can pafs, and paffes into life, which 
is itfelf, but an aflemblage, of movements. Whe- 
ther matter a<Sls by its own ftrcngth, or the necef- 
fity of its own effencc, it is clear, that it has nq 
need at all, of any foreien imprt ffion, to put it in 
moiion. Another phyfical experiment, which is in 
the power of all the wcrid, may aid the increduli- 
ty, of prtjudiccd pcifons. Only mix the filings of 
iron, fuliriuirj ai.d water: Thcfc matters, put into ^ 
capacity of a6lirig on each other, heat, ferment^ 
9pd finuli by prpducing a ccnfiag ration. Either of 

thefc 
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ihe(e mitters taken iepara!tc]3r, will never product 
tiler cfFcft. One mUft put both i» a capacity to 
a6b^ and they will do hj without doubt, and ne- 
ce(larily» Such,, and bo other is all matter ; it mail 
necefiarily ad, when it is in its capacity of adting* 
The principal adion of what we call the foul, ii to 
vivify what we call body, when they are both in the 
fituation of a£ling : If, either of the-two, are waat" 
ing^ we can neither call it, body, nor foul» they 
are annihilated^ and exift na longer, but undei^ 
another form and fpecies, which is neither body naif 
foul; but preferves, the paiSve power, of being 
reproduced by a ncW, reciprocal pofitiony. ia body 
and foul, or in other being?* 

To anfWer titofc diflSculiies, i^z have recourfa 
to the omnipotence of God, and miracres; but 
that fubterfuge having been difcovered, we feldbm 
fpeak of it now4 In fine, s miracler means (iP £ 
do not deceive myfAf) an cScA contrary to tkc 
laws of nature. We perceivd immediately thar 
fuch effeOTy is impolffble, and that nothing can 
(bfpend one inftlant the progrefEon and neccflarf 
motion of beings, unleft entire nature were arrcftcd- 
and difturbcd in its tendencies^ There are n« mi- 
racles in nature, unlefs to thofe Who have not ft«« 

died 
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dird it fufEcicntly. The Cochin -Chinefej who holi 
exadlly this doftrine, naked and undifguifcd by lo- 
jgick 5 and who irt their ciiftoms exhibit many mati 
tcrs, that one ought to fearch into, rather than 
dcfpifc, are a peoplf, worthy of being examined : 
Perhaps one would find among theni, fufficient, to 
fetisfy and recompenlc the fktigucs and trouble, that 
he might be very willing to take; to know them 
well, and civilize them. Their malice, wickednefs, 
and all the other bad qualities, with which, they 
are abundantly provided, are only an efFe£l of their 
birth, education, political poCtion, and misfortune. 
It is necefTary, to fay here, thiat in fpeaking of the 
Cfichln Chinefey on thofe heads, I fpeak but of the 
true ABORIGINES who were originally, and tho- 
roughly of the country; and not of the moderns, 
who have pafled thither from China^ or elfcwhcrc; 
and by their number?, have almoft effaced the pub- 
lick cxincnce; of the ancient natives. The man- 
rers, cuftoms, religious do£trine^ even their figure^ 
and manner of fpeaking:, differ among them very 
fenfibly. The ancient Cochin Chinefe have fomc 
tinflure of fcisncc. For example, aftronomy, (at 
iikewife judicial aflrology) is cultivated there, we 
find among them the fame rules, calculations, and ta- 
bles, as among the Bramins, They labour^ikewife 

by 
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iiy cuftomary rote and tradition, without knowing 
bow to give the fmallcft reafon for their operations. 

Physic, among them, confifts in knowing 
fcvcral plants, their properties and efFe£ls, yet they 
only make ufe of them, from cuftom. For, be- 
lieving, that what ought to be, will infallibly hap- 
pen, they deem all the efforts they can make to 
prevent death, ufelefs. Among the curious plants 
abounding in and natural to the foil, we mud reckon, 
the Mandragora^ male, and female ; whofe bark is 
hot yellowifh, as every where elfe ; it is entirely 
white, with black veins; their furface is immer- 
ged, when we dig them up, in a red juice, that is 
\ifed in dying filk fluffs. The jun6^ion of tw« 
branches rooted up, prefents a refcmblance of the 
human thighs ; we diftinguifh the fexes in them. 
The people of the country fay, that the foul of 
fome body, which wa5, and is no longer, remains 
in the root, becaufe it fends forth cries, like thofe 
of perfons in pain, when it is rooted up, or violent- 
ly agitated, by the winds. Notwithftanding, this* 
they ufe it conftantly to rub the edges and the infide 
of their pots, before they employ them for culina- 
ry purpofes. The women ufe them with fomepre- 
f a:atioii, to excite defire, and its cffe^* And with 

ecrtam 
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certain additions of a different ingrediem, the; zvi 
f mplcyed, with as much crcdttlity a^ confidence^ 
under an idea that they may caufe a woman, to 
conceive a boy, or girl. 

The richn«fs, of the yet virgin oiines of Co- 
chin China, cannot be doubted ; the gold cannot- 
be at a great dcpth> fiuce the torrents and rivers,, 
bring out a great quantity. Gold in diifi^ st^ in- 
gots, is feen there, circulating. In pf ofufion, and it 
is certaio their mines have not been opened. 1t» 
however fl'ght a degree therefore, we divine thei|< 
defires, and wants, the vend or exchange, «f the 
commodities of the Europeans, will produce- a very 
advantageous profit; and their gold will cafily £ow 
out of the country. We often fpeak of thi# metal 
with a kind of eagernefs, not becaufe it is very ef-« 
timablc in itfelf, or that it be neceffaxy, to the hap-» 
pinefs of man, but or.ly becaufe it proeyret the 
means of certain comfort. Rubies, are likewife 
found there, which ar« perhaps the brighteft in the 
univcrfc, but a ftranger, cannot eafily procure them, 
becaufe, tl>e king claims, all, as bis peculiar, and 
perfonal property ; he f^ys, they, arc drops from 
heaven, thus petrified on the earth, exprefsly aqd on- 

ly for him 3 it i» oiily by foi^P chance^ that any of 

them 
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them tan he fecretly obtarftfed. The Diamond?, and 
Sapphires of thcfc • countries, are of a qoalfty very 
inferior to that of the precious gems, of Ceylon j 
they arc here accounted of little value, and can 
pnly be in demand, where luxury bci'-g extrcirr?^ 
^11 the world, have not the means ot procuri.>g 
fich and line gems. 

If ivory can become a valuable article of trade, 
for the Europeans, they may procure it in Cjchin 
China^ in any quantity they chufe ; there Is roomlo be- 
lieve, that foflil ivory, is there alfo, in dill greater 
quantities. The tufks of Elephants, are oficn five 
feet in length and twenty inches in circumferenc" ; 
the teeth prefcnt a diameter of a foot in breath, and 
three in ciicumference. They deceive perfons 
moft (killed in the appearance of the two forts of 
ivory. What is fuppofed fo^I, is not as white, 
ror as heavy or fjmooth, as the other ; ard the 
furfaces, that the foffil ivory prefent?, are rough, t6 
a certain depth. The work?, it is ufcd in, laft but 
a little while, for it fcales off cafily, fplits, and 
breaks. 

The Cochin Chtn^fe have endeavoured for hmt 
^ime paft, to drfcipiine their troops, they have even 

fuccecded 
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fuccceded in part, but the dcfcft of pay, for thofi^ 
yrho directed that operatlcn, has»made them fall into 
their fcrmer diforder. What is faid of their courage 
and bravery is true j but it is rather raflincfs and in- 
difference for life, the confequence of the rcligioui 
principles, with which they arcimbue^ as we have 
obfcrvcd before. It is certain however, that if peo- 
ple, {hould imprefs them, with the neceffity, of the 
fubordination, of fubjeits, tov^^ards their princes, 
and the duties of prince^ towards their fubjccls, 
they might make of them a brave, warlike, and ref- 
pcdiable people. Ifan European nadon fhould in- 
troduce itfolf into thefe countries, and become efta- 
blifhcd there ; it would foon be the miftrefs of all 
the neighbouring countries^ and command the feas 
which are to the eaftward of their coafls^ nearly one 
hundred and fifty Englifh miles in length. Had the 
Tartars been able to realize the hopes, they had 
conceived, (on good foundations too,) of intrcducing 
and fixing themfelves here, as they had intended ; 
they would have balanced the empire of the Englilh^ 
beyond the line. 

Pegtiy much more known by the Europeans^ 
than Cschin China^ on account of its fituation, and 
•ommcrce j is the more mterefting to the Englijh ia 

particula^. 
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©articular, as it is fituatcd on the wcftcrn Coaft erf 
Bi^goli and in political affairs is of fomc account. 
Wc have already f^id, and it is generally known» 
that Europ^m of every denomination, are hated 
and feared by all the Indians ; But this hatred, and 
fear, are at the higheft degree againft the Englijhy 
throughout the extent of ;he kingdoms, of Pegu^ 
anJ Ava. Hatred is very oftea engendered by fear* 
On that fjppofttion, the hatred of the people o( 
Pegu, againil the ^nglijh^ t»cing great, their fear 
muft be fo likewife; and whether i: h'z well found- 
ed, or not, ihofc who govern and rule, fhoulc^ 
know better than any other pcrfons. Tlie diftioc- 
tion, that thcfs people make, between the European 
Eniltjhman^ and him of India, makes it apparent, 
that it is the iicighbourhgod of Bingaly which i< 
not agreeable, to them j and this is the reafon, why 
the Englijh veffels that arrive at Pfgu^ from Bengai^ 
pr the Coafts of Malabar, or Coromandel, are al- 
ways b^etter treated than others, both in converfa- 
tion, and the deutls of trade. It is not affe£lion 
that makes them sl& thus ; it is fear. 

The trade of Pegu, might be of greater con- 

{equence> and in proportion to the confiderAtion 

^hjch the govecnment of Bengal^ would fhew the 

Cc King 
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King of Ava. He, who believes himfcif, the firft 
icing on earth, and 1$ perfuadcd, that all the others 
reign but by his permiflion, is much piqued, at find- 
ing himfcif neglected, without doubt it is not pro. 
per, to confirm him, in his opinion^ it is much 
better, to let him perceive, that other princes, can 
reign without his permiffion, particularly as he fears^ 
and would wifb to void, receiving fuch a Icflbn, 
Yet, if by certain exterior marks of refpe£t, we 
Ihould obtain from him, a free communication, with 
his cAates, and free trade with his fubje£ls; it is to 
be prefumcd, that the trade of the hnglijhy might be 
fufceptlHe, of a confiderable augmentation. For all 
the fubjcfls, of the king of Ava, and p?irticularly, the 
inhabitants of Pegu^ are much inclined to makeufe 
of feveral Englifh commodities ; and the humidity 
tf their foil, incites them to feek wherewith to 
prcferve ihemfelvcs from its difagreeablc and dange- 
rous cfFcdis, This want of the natives would force 
them, to find in their Ijinds, the means of paying for 
the Englifli merchandize : So that there would be a 
Jikellhecd, that the aflive and paflive trade of thefe 
countries, would change its appearance, from better 
to better. 

Wkat may be txpcjrtcd frcn: different place^ 

into 
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into thcic countries, arc cloths of every kind, anJ 
particularly thofe coarfe cloths of Surat, dye4 
blue; coarfe woollens, red, and blue j cotton ftufia 
coloured, which they manufadure in England : But 
they (hould be fabricated twice as long;, and four 
times as broad, as they ufually are } fafiron and its 
dye : Coffee; all kinds of the ftrongeft liquors ; opi* 
urn and its difiillation, every fort of warlike and na- 
val {lores ; fomerich piece goods, in filk and gold; 
velvet of every colour ; looking glalTes ; hard- ware 
proportioned to their ufes ; amber, brown and yel« 
low ; coral, and fmaU glafs^ wares of Venice, Ex- 
port thence, wood, well known for its value ii| 
mafting and building of vcffels. The people of 
Pegu, do not give willingly nor readily, their great 
mafts ; they (hew for fale only the middling ones« 
Gold, IS common there, we fee it in abundance^ 
fabricated for individuals, and public edifices, but 
its exportation, is prohibited, under very rigorous 
penalties ; if exported it is neceflary to fmuggle ft 
which is not dlfEcult; wax, abounds there more than 
in Behar, and perhaps more than in Napaul. Tin 
is thereof a beauty, and folidity, which fhould aug- 
ment its price. We find in its mouhtains, befides 
the mines of gold, thofe of diamonds, which are 
fine enough, and exceed la fiic tbgfe of Golconda^' 
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and yield to them in weight and brilliancy* ThI 
foil is neatly as fruitful as that of Bengal ^ and the 
lands, are altnoft as well cultivated; thfeir produdions^ 
Hbufidant and copious might ferve to form a granary 
for ftrangeh, and fhould hinder the famines of the 
coaft, and Bthial\ as thbfeof Bengal^ (hould pro- 
duce the fame efleds, in P^gu^ and all the domains 
of the king of Ava, whcnitisfck, in the one, or 
the other of thofe countrtes. The fruit trees, 
Ibme of which are indigenous, bear fruit, twice in 
Ac year. Rice, and every kind of grain, is pro- 
duced almoft widiout labour ; potatoes, and other 
toots verf wholefome and nutritive are commoh 
there. Vegetables abound, plenty of game of cvc- 
i-y kind. To this, if we add, that their fhorcsj 
and rivers, contain plenty of fifli, vre fhould pro- 
cure thereby, a pleafant and agreeable abode^ werd 
the climate better. 

The ^olitic^i (late bf Pegu^ dependent oh thd 
king of Ava, although governed by a particular 
council, has a better appearance, than that of &- 
chin China. There is a fubordination, and rul^ 
which follow; its military force docs not exceed 
forty thoufand men, infantry and cavalry ; which, 
joined to the troops, of the other ftatcs cf the king of 

Ava, 
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Ava, may give a total of one hundred and fifty thouf- 
sind men ; of which, the fmalleft part is paid regu- 
larly, and a very fmall part indeed difciplined. Thii 
total, in every proportion would be equal to twelve 
thoufand Englifh feapoys, commanded by experi« 
cnced officers. 

By what we hear faid publicly, at Rangoon 
and even higher, by every clafs of men, and parti-* 
cularly the Talapoins^ (whom we have fpoken with 
a degree of difFufenefs that was quite fufficient) ie 
appears, that an Englifli refident, would be placed 
with great propriety in the court of the king of Ava, 
to expedite affairs, political, and commercial. If 
is proper, to accuftom thefe people, to the fight 
and communication, with Europeans* The inha<» 
bitants of Ava, are mild, humane, fcnfibte, benefi- 
cent and rufceptible of moral and focial virtues, and 
have great inclination towards the fciences. Their 
manners are polifbed, and civil, without being mean • 
or abje(%. We fee their good tafte in the conftruc- 
tion of their edifices, and the diftribution of tho 
ftreets, of their cities j^ and they are not folitar/ 
as almoft all the other Indians^ they are on the con** 
trary fond of afTemblics, feafts, fports, and 1». 
Xury. 



ii4 OBJECTS INTERESTIKG TO 

It appears, that nature prcfcnts amicably, the 
means of forming a clofc alliance, between the go- 
vernments of Bengal, and Ava, The Bcrhampoo- 
ter, would be the common frontier j and recipro- 
cal utility, would be the knot which would alwa7S 
fuftain the alliance. It is well to have as an ally 
the king of Ava, who(c dates, arc fo fertile j fach 
an alliance is much better than one with princes 
whofe domains are miferable, we iho uld gain by 
the firft, but muft lofc always, by the others. The 
two governments would be necedary, and natural 
allies. To form this alliance, one fingle thing 
would only be wanting* which would be I fear an 
obftacle difficult to furmount. It is the confidence 
of the king and the great men in the good faith of 
the Englifh. They caft their eyes, over Hindoof- 
tan, and find hardly any Indian prince. This 
view alarms and keeps them at a diftance front 
every free communication, with the Englifh. If 
the Englifh can furmount this obflacle, and de- 
monftrate to them, the injuftice of their diftruflr 
and infpire them with confidence and fricndfhip. 
It is certain that fuch an alliance would take place^ 
and the political and commercial benefit arifing 
from it to the Englifh, would be confiderable, but, 
iriibout having fludied, their resfc^n and their »4- 
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turalhgick^ makes them draw confequcnccs ; how- 
over, matters as they nowftand^ appear well dif. 
pofed for an attempt to obtain this obje£^, with 
good hopes of fuccefs. The government of Pe^ii 
in particular, is now very well incljned, towaidf 
the Englifti, Wc muft not forget either, what has 
plready been f^id of the Talapojns of P^gu ; of 
their infli>ence, on th^ council, and the great; of 
the facility and mc;jns of rendering them favourable 
adiir?, and conftant to the Englifh in their cntcr- 
prizcc. Should that alliance take place, the Eng- 
lifti would obrain many privileges from Pegu, and 
the exclufivs trade to the interior of the dominions 
pf the king of Ava. 

Though they participate much, of the good 
qwalities, of the inhabitants, of Ava, they are how- 
ever more lively, induftrious, and fenfible. It i$ a 
pleafure, to hear them fpeak, of metaphjHcs, and 
the articles of their belief. Their monks, whom 
they call Talapoiris, are very like all thofc of the 
woTJd, they have much aufterity in their ext-rior, 
and hypocrify in publick ; they are fond of, and ad- 
drefs God for tcrrcftrial things, to which they are 
alternately attached. Indolent, Inzy, ignorant, fu- 
•crftitious, and loving good cheer in the name ofGsd. 
^ It 
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It is not thereforei with the Talapoins, that w<i 
fhould experience pleafure, in entering into a con« 
verfation on fcicnce, or religion, there are in Pegu^ 
liberal people, who ftudy and pbjlofophize, with 
whom we can converfe. 

This is what they fay, on thefc matters. The 
exterior foil of the earth, on which all animals re- 
main, and move, and y(hich contains and prefcrves, 
the matter neceflary, for the formation of all bodies^ 
on its furface, is in continual motion, and in unccaf- 
ing agitiition. All animals, as well as vegetable^ 
and minerals, that have exiftcd, and ftill continue 
to do fo, have, and vsrill receive, fron^ the foil, all 
the matter, neceflary to the formation, of their ref- 
pcflive bodies. All the cifFcrent matters, which 
were taken from the foil, for the formation of bo- 
dies, return, after their diflblution, to the fame 
place, whence they departed -, and r^a^q th<jrc aU 
ways, in a capacity to be rcfumcd s^new, to fcrve 
for the formation pf other bodies, (if the fame or a 
different fpecics, without ever interrupting their 
neceflary method. No one, fay they, can deny 
thefc truths, refpcSing the bodies, they call cor- 
ruptible 5 but, it would not be impoflible, to prove, 
that fhe beings, named fouls, have no other prin- 
ciples. 
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jjiples of their cxiftencc, nor other means of cor- 
ruption, and reproduction, than fuch as bodies have. 
A body, exifting fuch as it is, is fuch a mafs. But, 
when it paffcs to the ftatc of corruption, it is no 
longer the body it was, notwithftanding, all the 
particles that compofed it, cxift ftill, and they ex- 
ift, to be reproduced, as many times as may be 
neceffary, either under the fame ancient form, o 
another according to circumftances. Human bo- 
dies, for example, arc formed, prcfcrved, and aug- 
mented by the means of feed, blood, water, milk, 
grain, flcfh, fifl^ and vegetables. All thcfc things 
are formed from other very different ones. Our 
bodies, in the (late of corruption, become the nou - 
rilhmcnt, of feveral other animals, and of the 
fame foil, which produces and nourifhes, every 
thing on which our life drpcnds, and become thus a 
portion of our body or ourfelvcs. If the foul is 
fpiritual, (fay they) why has there been nobody^ 
till now on the earth, who might teach us what 
fpirituality is, and demonftrate it to us, ? 

These queilions on which, people have fpo- 

ken, during feveral ages, without havmg deciclc4 

them, cither in the negative or affirmative, will be 

ever new, untill on?, univerfal op.nion, (hall be 

Dd cftablifhcd^ 
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cftsiblilhed j their antiquity even, does not Hinder 
their intcrefting u$ continually, becaufc, they feem 
to concern, things of the greateftconfcquencfc. There 
might be added, to the fpcechcs of the people of 
Fegu, fomc other s^rgunnents. It has been faid, 
that every thing, afFcfting the fenfes, is corporeal. 
The fcul afftfls the fcnfcs terribly, las the fpiritu- 
al affeflions, fometimes deftroy the fdul. We 
iray fay then, that the fcul is bady^ without im- 
plying, the leaft contradiflion, by that exprcflion* 
Tor, it can be both, at the fame time. Ic^ for ex- 
ample is very cold, and yet it ^gr^i$, {low then* 
can ccid produce heat, iince the axiom, iiniverfal*- 
ly received, fays that no fubftance giyes, what i^ 
has not. The earth, is thefupport of a great ar 
b}'fs, and yet, it is the great abyfs which fuftaini 
the earth. There is no contradiction in thcfe truths, 
But without producing fuch fimilitudes, which 
would ferve only for the Icfs clear fighted, I corfiwj 
myfelf, to the human body. When we fpeak of 
man, we fpeak of a living intelligent being. What 
we call foul, is not fo different, and foparate from 
the body, as to be abfolutely amther thing : Their 
ditfercnce is like that of the bod}', and its fluids, 
vapours, exhalations, motion, and fentiment. All 
tbofe things arc not body, according to the fupport- 

crs 
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&f»oiFthe contrary opinion, ririther Can they be CouU^ 
what are they theni They are^ as many things, dif« 
rerdnc from each other, which, united, conilituto^ 
what is called body. When allj thofe things dif. 
folvc, and arc corrupted, the body, exiftgna long- 
er; The foul, the vapours, exhalations, peculiar 
motion, fentimentsi and vital heat no longer r«^ 
main under the fame form, but inftantly aflume a« 
nother. Thofe operational and tranftHutations^ 
thus repeated ; the fame particles refume fevcral 
fbrnH) either different in kind, on the fame, fo that 
it is not impei&ble, they ihould regain the famo 
form of exiftence^ they hivt had formerly, and we 
may convince ourfelves thereby^ that reminifceiK^ 
alone^ is what renders m#n happy or unhappy* 

When all cnJatufes were produced; if even 
they had a beginning; they received in their eiTence^ 
the power of reprodaftion from themfclves, and 
had the univerfal germen, each in its kind, to re- 
Engender themfelVcs fingly, after their corruption^ 
HwMild they be put Ih the capacity of their aflion 
and paffion. In every thing, we fee, or feel, be- 
fides matter, form, and figure, there are two other 
ingredients one of which is the particular aflcmblage 
and arrangement of drofc three other things, thi 

other 
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other is what we do not fee, and yet it is the cauW 
diat the others fubfift. A grain j a tree, a vegeta- 
ble reproduce thcmfclvcs, fingly, by the means of a 
concourfc of certain atoms, which approach, unite 
and amalgamate thetnfelves, and that operation^ 
could not take place, if motion did not exift, and 
the intrinfick, and eflcntial motion, of every things 
neceffarily fuppofes another^ which is called the 
fouL This foul, in bodies, is annihilated, at the 
time of their corruption ; we hence fee, that the 
foul is nothingelfe, than the body, except itbe zqua* 
lityoi \U One man produces and reproduces himfclf 
continually in the fame manner, and by the fame 
principles. In his firft formation, (If he had one,) 
he received the univerfal feed, and the power of a* 
gain forming himfelf^ as often as certain atoms 
fhould meet, approach^ unite^and amalgamate^ and 
from their effcA is produced a being, whofe fpecied 
]S termed human, and it lives ; and is even intelli- 
gent, following the feed of its fpecies ; in the fame 
manner as other animals and vegetable live,, and a£l 
According to the gcrmen originally received, each 
in its fpecies. 

The more we approach the Penlnfula of In- 
dia, the chaos of thcf; matters is found mor^ com* 

plicated^ 
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y icatcd. But with patience and afliduity, in ftu-i 
dying them, we unfold the fuhjeft fufEciently, to 
perceive there, the cradle of the metempfychofisj 
whence they have at length derived, fo many dif- 
ferent dofirines, which are diffufed over the wkole 
furface of the earth, with alterations fo remarka* 
bie, that it is difficult to difcover their origin ; and 
the lapfe of ages, has added to thofe difficulties, as 
well as the ignorance^ and fuperftition of the people 
direfled by the addrefs and intercft of, thofe who arc 

called MINISTERS OF THE SANCTUARY. Wc 

fliall fee when We come to treat of the Pcninfula of 
India, and the mythology of the Hindoos, thatchriftia- 
nity, has probably, no other fource or origin tbaa 
!&raminifm, not only, as to what vcfptAs doSfrimsj 
butlikewife ceremonies. And, if in our days, it is 
not eafy to difcover this truth: It is, becaufc the 
chriftianity of the prefent time is not the fame, as 
Jefut Chrift l^^t in India, and Galilee, two thou- 
fand years ago. But in freeing it from all the 
ihackles with which they have loaded it, clearing it 
of the fables they have added, and tearing ofF the 
veil in which they have wrapped it, it will appear 
what it was formerly j almoft a pure Braminifm. 

We find in the interior parts of Pegu, (as far as 
the latitude of nineteen degrees) atenormous depths, 

tkc 
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the remains of animalSj treet) and femal otKe# 
things i THe fame has been obferved iti other jJaces 
of different pofitions. The Phenicians, who at- 
tributed the like a{loni(bif>g dlfccveries^ to the ?!« 
ciifitudes they fuppore the celeftial globe had un- 
dergone from the variation of the obliquity of the 
ccliptickt have made the fuppofition fcrvc, as a 
founda ion» to the fyftematic theory of the earth ; 
and really prove the caufe of feveral phenomefia« 
Yet, if wc give faith, to aftronomick calculations 
the moft recent and exad, the general circum^ 
volution, which is novi^ fuppofed, and the fucceflive 
moiion of tht fame point of the globe, to another 
pofition, by different climates, can hardly be ad- 
mitted. For the variation of the ccliptick, in get- 
ting ftrait towards the equator, or declining towards 
the poles, can never exceed the fpace of three de^ 
grees, other Phcniciahs have faid, that the obliquity 
o{ this circle^ is invariably fixed^ and that if the 
ancient calculations, and obfervations, agree not 
with (he modern, it is bccaufe, the Aftronomers of 
Antiquity paid no attention to the rcffadi^n, and 
have taken too often the Penumbra, for the real 
ftadow ; which muft have infallibly prolonged tht 
projeftion of the Gnomon. But it appears credi- 
ble, that our globe, has experienced diffolution^t 

general 
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gf^eral, o| nearly fo, and that water, the proper 
difiblvent of the earth, having feparated the moun- 
tains, difunited the terreftrial jurticles, which being 
joined h^ forn^ed a foil, along with the moun- 
|;ain$ overthrew trees, animals^ znd whatever it 
met. At the epocha of the ceflation of fuch de- 
luges, and when the water retired, the fkeletons of 
aninials, and remains of other bodies remained, 
funk to great depths in a mud that yielcfec to thmr 
weight. Befides a^ all the element^ were on thoie 
occafions mixed together, forming no longer any 
thing, but a lic|uid mafs : The light liodiee whicli 
f ould penetrate it, remained as they were found at 
Ihofe fame depths, when the fame elements« feparat. 
cd themCsIves by degrees, and the niud dried, and 

the terreftrial or ftony mafTes hardened s what afSfts, 
this conjedure is that we find attacl^ed and united, 
feveral bodies differing much from each other \ m 
a tree, a fifti, a bird or fhclls ; which could not 
have been the cafe, except we fuppofe, the earth, to 
have been difTolved, by its proper diffolvent, water. 

Pliny has written, that between the fortieth 
and fiftieth degrees of northern latitude, men are found 
With their eye brows, and hair white from their 
birth ; tbefe ejes are remarkable by their green co-- 

lour. 
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lour, miycd with a weak blue^ an(l becaufe the per« 
fons fee better in the dawn, than broad day. 

Sir John ChardtIN, a traveller who was cer- 
tainly enlightened, obfcrving, and philofophical, af- 
fures us that in his time there were to be found, al- 
inoft in the fame latitude indicated by Pliny, men ve- 
ry fuVijca to a certain difordcr of the eves, and the 
jaundice. If they arc the fame as Pliny talks of, 
and their difcafes alike, we may fufpeft that the cli- 
mate is the caufe of their complaints by an extraor- 
dinary immutability. On the weftern frontiers of 
Pegu, between the loth and 72th degrees of north 
latitude, we very often find men who fee much bet- 
ter by the light of the moon, than of the fun. The form 
of their eye-lids is much lengthened :n the angles* 
and confined in the middle, their (kins of an afto- 
niftiing whitenefs, marked here and there with red- 
ncfs, their eye-brows extremely ftiort, and almoft 
imperceptible, their ears of a fmall fize very difpro- 
portionate to their bodies, and heads; they fcarcely 
poffefs underftanding, and it is rarely that any of 
ihem can engender. Their manners and inftind are 
exaftly the fame as we obferve with pity in thofe 
men with remarkable wens, in the Valteline in Swit- 
zerland; either therefore it is not the climate which 

aiFeas 
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tSe&s' th^d beings, or feveral' clittates, differlxxg 
ffbmdabhtotMfeTv produce thcte equally. A? they 
form not a different fpecies, wc muft enquire, what 
are the pHyfical caufcs of fueh a dcfcaivc organi-i 

Ov this fub}e£l it is riot amifs to oVcrVei tKat 
at the-latitude wc fpcak of^ there are dcferts of faiicf* 
of a dazzling bri^htnefs j they produce herbs riiiicH 
(ought after by federal qiusidrujpeds, whicba^re in their 
tarn efteemed greatly,r by aT certain ^^^^^ ^^"?^?. 
who live arpart near the defertt; As thefe quadru* 
padc come out only during the night the hunters 
lilcewife cbufe that tine to catch then^. He who 
by hschit or any chance has accuftomed his fight 
mot^e to (hade than funflihie, has al moil formed to 
hrmfelf ar quality adherent totis ^hyfical conftitu- 
tion, which he leaves lo his child if he^ erigchdcrsi^ 
and thus fuicceffivcly. Sd t&at' thV geficraTtion'ot 
thofe beings becomes mofe arid niofe'pi'erfe^intliat 
quality j but when they attain a certain degree of if, 
they ceafr to engender perhaps, from other caufes. 
K w^ chufe to recolled^^ that as often as we wifh 
to feeanythiftg in theobfcuritji of the pighti or'at 'a^ 
gteat diftanc^,' we neatly {hut the eyes,' and dcikri 
tW apcrtirrc to gather the entire rf the ray<, to a"" 
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Tmaller point, we (hall not find mach difficuhy, lA 

imagining, it probable, that thcfe noQurnzl huntf- 

mcn whom we here fpcak of, accuftom themfelveil 

in this manner to^heir fport j and that the inclination 

paflcs into their nature, which is inherited by their 

children. This reafoning does not appear convinc 

ing. Yet the matter might be fo, Tb a\lduce a 

proof, I l>rihg an example. At a Iihle diftancc 

from the city of Orpha in Diarbeck, there is z 

village, faid to be the one where the celebrated Job 

Jived, who curfed his country mem AH its 

inhabitants, have fome corpore^ defef)-, hereditary 

in the family, which the children receive from their 

binb. The Europeans of Aleppo can bear tcttimo- 

ny of this. The country people foy it is an efFeft of 

the malediction of Job i But We hiay believe that 

the reafon muft be fought elfewhere. Perhaps it 

IS the fame, with the people we are talking of, who 

have the quality of feeing better in darkncfi, th^il 

funfhine. 

The circumttance of the Whiteiiefs of their bo- 
dies, appears more difficult to be unravelled, and if the 
manner of their lodging which is always under 
'ground, and in places very damp and even wetj 

\Vhcrc they pafs the day in fleep, is not the caufe (at 

lead 
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kaft in a certain degree^ wecan fcarcely produce 
i^other. What induces one almoft to be perfuad- 
^. of this being the caufe is, that the bodies of 
l^lacks thrown into the water, become abfoluteljj; 
^hite, in ^ very, littl^ time* 

We may ip general fay, that all the countries 
^und between the equator, and eight degrees be-, 
^ondthe tropick of Cancer are allrich in natural 
produdions, and their inhabitants fufceptable of 
police, and focial law?, if they were infpired with 
confidence i^ Europeans. As to what refpcdls thofe 
we have mentioned in this book, there is no doubt, 
but all of thctr\ dread the Englifli. The Englifli 
power is known' to them, idncc it is almoft under 
their eyes, and fame even aggrandiiss it. The 
Englifh arc to all thofc kingdoms, what the Ruffi- 
ans are now to the Ottoman empire. The rulers fear 
^n fccret, and the people fay in public, that the Ot- 
toman empire will ifoonbe engulphed by the Ruflif-' 
^ns: And it isfa|d in thefe parts, that the Englifli^ 
will fwallow upi not only all Hfndooftan^ but the 
kingdoms likewifc, which arc adj icent. This per- 
^uafion produces good and had efF;cls ; the good are 
envenomed by jealoufy, the bad magnified by cnvyy 
and fa&icnabic policy. ^* 
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It is not very difficult to be boiievedl, Ahu. M 
other European nations keep up and augment, 4d3is 
didruft and fear in the minds of the people an4 tbofe 
who govern. Men expert always a good fi&ivg 
tiitie, when the water is troubled*. 'This tliflrojil 
and fear produce in many places bad treatment; 
pcrfonal hardihip in trade ; in the cuftoms, delays 
in difpatching ; t\^ denying of iuftice^ refufal to pay 
V^hat is due," anj the infraftion. pf treaties or r.ulcs^ 
have all the ^me fource/ In jC^ina, great andj 
(ipall, fubjeft and ruler, fear the Englilji. At the 
Philippines, thegrea%and a portion of the monks 
fea,r and hate them as much a3 the Chtnefe ; ^ut the 
people apd iiatives of tl^e coujrjtry, love and dcfire 
their prefencc. At Macao, the Enelifh are wel- 
come becaufc they have money, there they are of 
feryice to the country, and their prefencc is fomc 
prot;e(Sion againft the unjuft encfoac|)mcnts of thpfe 
in power, and there is rcafon (9 believe that the 
^eatcft part of the inhabitants wife the crown of 
Pprtug^, woiild exchange Macao with the Eiiglifti 
whofc religiouj tolt ration is knpwn to them. Cochin 
China certainly is not wtU difpofed towards the 
Englifh ot India. They ftill remetnber the bufi- 
nefs of Piilo Condorc. They would perhaps h^ve 
hfCn undeceived in their difaJvant»geou's prejudice, 

fomc' 



fpfie y^z^^ Aac^f if p«PPJc,had oc>t exa^ffveratcd their 
minds, in the hope of gaining by forming a treaty^ 
which according to appearances, was to take ef- 
fcS bctweicD eg^Wn:Chwa> ^i ?i,cer^m E,urope- 
HQ nation. As i^t 4iA not, it is to jl.c p^fom^, ^hat 
it jiRQuU not ibe jdi&cuLt Ao caufe .^em jCo (t9ke up 
Mea$ i9i5>rjC( f^y^^nraibrle tp the £|)gU3i, If ^^ 
CQofider^P.cgu, a6 § ft^ t;b.9(t fois J^ws govera-p 
meat, aod indepeodant ^cufiotras, And ruled by 
its owa council; itmay oiFviaaparticul^i^a^UiLfrji 
cofliiderable advantages to the Engliifh iiatio/i, at>d 
we iiave mentioned above, tkft. naeam ixeceiTary to 
be takeji, to \pbtaia that objedl, Bvit if !|i:e con* 
^er dt j»s a province, wbofe iov^r^agn is the I^inj; 
of Aya, it appears to bq noore advantag^oyis to the 
EngJifli, to ^ddrefs U>e9)feW$ to Ava^ to infpire 
Its king with t^e greateft confidence^ ^aifi hi9 
friendfhip, and offer him the i'uccours he may ixf 4 
ftt times : to place near him a refident ; opeH» 
and finifh in time, a treaty of commerce aad politic 
cal alliance, Then the Englifli would obtain all the 
advantages they might defire,- not only inf^gu, but 
through all the dominions of the king of Ava; t^o 
abundant and rich produdlicns of which, would be- 
come another fo;irce of public felicity, of thegreatJ 
eft fccurity to the Engli& in the country and tho 
^ '. ' ' fo!id:ty 
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f«'lidity and {{ability of the Engllfli power in thia. 
hen.irphcre* 

It would ftill retnam to be wiflied, that the 
Englifti might not let a long time pafs, before they 
made the Chinefe fee by their difpofitions, and man- 
ner of adding, that they intended becoming maftery. 
offome parts of China, and make the Chinefe pay 
their confiderable debts with intereft. It would be^ 
a benefit to the univerfe, to teach them how to live 
as truly great and virtuosi jpcn. To render fuch a. 
nation juft, and traSablc would be. an immortal 
glory for Great Britain, The othernations whom.. 
we have dcfcribed, (hould be treated in the like man- 
r.cr, as foon as pofTible, to prevent what thofc (who 
arc jealous of the profpcrity of ihc EngUfli). united, 
together, might plan difadvantageous to Great 
Britain, with the Princes of thofe countjcies. Fchi, 
who founded the Chinefe p^onarchy, ii)fpired his 
fubjefls with an idea too fublime of ihemfelvcs, and^ 
they believed ihemfelves much fuperior to others, 
becaufe in their time, their neighbours were barba- 
rous, or more ignorant than they were themftlves ; 
filled with that idea, they rcfolved to treat and re- 
ceive Grangers as people who owed them tribute, 
ap.d homag#, both in property and perfon. Perbapg^ 

the/ 
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Ihey then afled in that manner through a fpirlt of 
wifdom, but it is certain that inthecourfe of ages 
It degenerated into pride. To form an idea of what 
they thought on the fubjedt of other people, we 
fiiould fee their ancient paintings, where the reft of 
mankind is depicted asdwarfiQ), monftrous, and ri- 
diculous. The hiftory of China exalts the wifdoni 
that was the foul of its government, with expref- 
fians the moft pompous, and paffcs lightly over its 
iancient vices which ftill fubiift, and have been aug- 
mented fo much, that thefe, and not their virtues, 
"have the greateft influence on the government. 
But they are fo artful in hiding them, and their ex« 
terior is fo compofed, that we believe them virtu- 
ous and wife, and deceive ourfelves acccordingly. 

This is not the folc article, in which we are 
miftaken, when we confine ourfelves to their exteri- 
or. If we only fee their colIe£lions of books, fchools, 
the number of preceptors and fchools, their afTem- 
blies, conferences, eagernefs for aflronomical ob- 
fervations, we are tempted to. believe them wife> or 
truly defirous of being fo. 

And when on the point of fuppofing, they 
have good underftandings, we perceive they have 

very 
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ve«ry]Jttfe, arfd «?<7^ ftip^ffidW alld HI chaftrdferixf^i 
Atidfrom tfieif-ihie^arpHyficri f^<kiuAi6inl, #e rtliy 
be author i^Sed to aflertthttthiylftVtJnbt yet hM' a 
fingle man, worthy of th^titteiif leaf^iMi^ eVennd^a 
midHhg d(^«is* irian/abftrtrft-fcicnc^ We haffe 
already* affigmd the rekfwi why they havfe cJifjoyed 
without qucftfcri during t'oolong* a tihic, ther^uta* 
tion of learned- men. 

But thisr nation has had' its philofopbcrs,- and 
has ftill. We n^ay not think, that the prindples they 

.have adopted for their philofophy^. exift there in 
triumph and glo«*yj' their idcas'afett>anwid^c4ottdtfd 
by a' ConfufidH^ and a' G^libifltiit virbfch they tfa'em-* 
fd ves carwiot rehdcr dekr. Thiofe #ht> frare a de- 
ference for the Chinefe, have not fcrupled (aying, 

' tharno natlbri in^htf vW)rldi- has- ai>jfli<?d it!a?*to af- 
tVbfionfiyas'mdthas thdr-CbiA^fev tlwirclrmafccf'iaa 
more- than faffirieftt reaSbWitdi^eftroy the pnobibiHty 
of thi^= affertlotiJ dbld,-^ (M^ ftoftfts, andabovc 
all fogs; vi^Wehbbffciir^^l^fchwiacmdarihg too'l(/nfg 
a time at'e^norwhat ate reij^jir^'-fbrctleftialobfcl- 
vations. The Chaldeans: atttf-^ Bthiopiatwi^ Whofe 
fky is always clear, and climate mild, merit the 
prcftrence- oVct* th'e Chihtfe, tioi^chli a!i Wthe rc- 
mot^f^ ahtrqiut^i but the^nuniber/ of thd?^ 6bfc"iira- 

tions, 
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tions, yet their want of prccifion appears equal in 
all thefe nations. People have alfo fald, that the. 
Chincfe enjoy public profperity and private happi- 
ncfs, Profpcrity.and happineft not being defined by 
univerfal confent, every people, (and even each indi-i 
viduaiya6ls according to its national and particulai: 
tafte. There have been an infinity of projects for 
rendering ftates rich and powerful, but very few 
for enabling individuals to enjoy the riches and pow- 
er of thofe ftates. Generally, the intcreft of ftates be- 
ing oppofed to that of individuals, we fee that wh^t 
thofe. individuals have facrificed with profufion for 
its intereft, have come to nothing. The power^ 
riches, grandeur, and even glory of a ftate arc no- 
thing wjthout liberty and the happinefs of individu- 
als. The fertility of lands,, induftry ^nd commerce, 
being the true riches of a ftate, as often as there 
are lands uncultivated, and many miferable people, 
we may afluredly fay that happinefs is not there. In 
China, the cultivation of which i3 fo renowned, much 
lands lies uncultivated; beggars are innumerable, 
in the great cities and on the high roads, and com^ 
fort is by no means univerfal. Thefe dcfcds fliould 
be attributed to the fault ef the adminiftration^ 
which prefers the riches and greatnefs of the ftate to 
jUe felicity of individuals. If the cuftom cf having^ 

coinQd. 
Ff 
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coined money, ftampcd by the Emperor^sdye, wif 
univerfal in China, their mifcry wou^d be yet great- 
er, but as they receive it by weight, and that there is 
no coinage to pay for to the prince, they arc a Uttlc 
|efs unfortunate, than in countries wWe the prince 
rereives ten pir cent^ for his buft or nanae, which he 
hks iUmped on the Coin. Bat tiiis diiFer^bcc doc^ 
not render thtm happy. 

That nation only requires external impulfe to 
fhake it truly the moft floutifilitig and huppy for in^ 
dvtdiials. IF the Ettg^ifh yfvcrt i^aftcri of thir pro- 
vince of QnintoYig, tfwey wotiW witWjttt ddub^ en- 
IrourJaige its inftabittiiils, ^ho 'feeing themfelvcsplro- 
^VietbrsoF th«if lart^s fend pro*dT!i£lion5, W6uld ren- 
der thtrti much more fertile, thiin they iife at pre- 
fcnt, ^nd by their examples the fteighbou:^ ig provin- 
ces Would do as mnch. What has ^ttn faid ahd 
writtten of the Engliih, ( that thty are tnt)rc iticlined 
to afflifl themfelves at the profperity lof t^thei*», th^n 
to enjoy their own) declares that thfey wi(h not bil- 
ly to be rich, but to be the only people who are fo. 
It is added, that their dcfirc is to extend their com- 
merce as much as poffible, and tha't their defire to 
render it cxclufiYe, has made them perform great 
aaions. If this be true, they havefuce^iedtd in 
their entcrprizcs in part, and almoft entirety. But 

will 
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Vflll other nations ajwr^ys reoiaii^ ir,?rt? CQrt4La|jf 
they defire nothing more, xh^,^ to ohftrufl the ^^x^ 
fnits of the Engliili and annihilate fucji a projc^^ 
if ever an ^Uiancj? vf^^ tQ be formed ampn^e; theni 
either the Engiifli would yield to tbpir deftiny^ QfT 
mount perhaps to the hioheft degree of power an^ 
giory. And i^ thp pafTion of traje which domin- 
eer^ over the whole njition, in fuch a tnjpner, that 
it h^s even fubdued its philofpphers, wifhes abfolufe- 

ly to exclqde ^11 European nations, inth^tc?fc(pcr- 
ll^ips the fole one) a general alliance of ^11 o^tiQnf 
mi^ht be formed. . The gold ^nd filyi»r in the cheftf 
and circulation qf the Englilh, cerrai;ily comes pot 
from their mine?, for they h^ye npnf, they pofii?fi| 
theni then from commerce: And fince thefc P3P- 
tals are the r^prefentativc fign3 of neceffity zni 
luxury^ they ahfolutely W'^ni trade. The/cfori 
they have dp.ne perfedly well in encQuraging zni 
honnrjng jt. The greateft geuiufes of England, 
have not thought they degraded thcsnf^ives, ip writ^ 
ing tre^tifes an coiri^ exchange, trade, and agri^ 
culture^ and yq^ trfatifes on fimilar fubjefis appear 
almoft every year, which thoygh a coniJoual repe- 
tifion qf thfi fa^rrne tbiiig, yet produce foin« good 
«fte(ft. Thus England, where every citiacw is »c-» 
cbujiucd abli: iiioifej/i orwUh other .^^i^ter^ «f thfli 

general 
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'general council of the nation to produce a general 
goody the greatefl number of citizens will be fiU 
led with the fame fpirit, and it is there we fee indi« 
▼iduals do anions worthy of the whole nation. It 
has been faid, that patriotiftn with the Englifh, was 
the fclf-love, Natural to a nation which believes it 
governs itfclf, is happy, and has exalted itfelf above 
others. When Selden and Grotius compofed their 
voluminous and learned treatifes on the empire of the 
fea, the queflion remained undecided as it muft 
ever be. But the Dutch, have remained in poflcf- 
fion of the Herring fifhcry : The eflForts the En- 
glifli have made to obtain it exclufively were fruit- 
lefs, and yet it is excrcifed on the coafts of Great 
Britain. The produce of the filhery amounts to 
nearly three millions fterling. Of what fervice is 
it tfcen to have the moft powerful marine in the 
univcrfe, if the Englifli are not the mafters of the 
fiChcry on their own coafts. It has been faid, at 
the beginning of this work that the Englifhman 
ought to be commercial by force, and out of his 
own country. The time is paft when he only knew 
how to nourifh himfelf with ihe flefh of animals, 
and cover himfelf with the fleece of his Iheep. The 
productions of the univcrfe, are become neceflary 
to him 5 he is obliged to feek thcnh to import them 

into 
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'4nto his country. Let their veffels therefore traverfc 
the feas : Let their friends rejoice, and their ene- 
mies tremble : May the Chinefc, unjuft, and hi- 
therto untraflable, expeft them at Quancheu to be- 
come their flaves and undergo the rigour o f 
No, no, may they rather cxpeft to become their 
free an4 happy fubjeds, and through their means 
to enjoy juftice and their natural rights. Yet thefc 
are but wifhcs; and what appears eafy in theory, 
is very often impraclicable in the execution. And 
again, what fcems almoft impoflible, in ordinary, 
and according to appearances, is in reality very eafy 
owing to forae circumftance, A fpark of fire may 
burn a great building. An ant kill aw elephant : 
And a dwarf deprive a giant of life: David killeii Go- 
liah. There are political error?, which, once adopt- 
ed, are transformed into prindples, by which actions 
are at length regulated ; and very often, this adop- 
tion is made, without being perceived by the perfon 
making it. Such, is perhaps the confidence of 
fevcral, who fay that no power can deprive the 
Englifli of thsir poflcfiions in India — It is my wifli 
that they may not have deceived themfclves ; but in 
infpe6ling clofely, and in detail, the commercial 
and political ftate of the whole Peninfula, fuch a$ 
it is now, and might be from circumflances, wc 

may 
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n.ay ;it Icaft asubt the infaiiiMiity of :his confid-nce, 
aiJ 1 wliilil a :^c:ricral apd parlicnlir tx-iminaiign, 
w i.!il c.ijfc the po/libilicy of the con'-rary event to 
beiccn, it might inJipatc the mc. in 5 of pjcvention. 
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